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Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001

CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in

Tender Inquiry No. 02/CSIT/LDH/2022-23

Chief Engineer/Op. Central Zone, PSPCL, Ludhiana invites e-
tender of Providing PRI lines, Toll free services to short code
‘1912’ and all allied services for call centre of PSPCL. For
detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to https://
eproc.punjab.gov.in from 02.02.2023 11.00 hrs onwards.

Note :- Corrigendum and addendum, If any will be published
online at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

C-44/23 20861/Pb

(Regd. Office.: PSEB H.O. Building, The Mall, Patiala)

CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in

Contact Number. 96461-18774)

Tender Enquiry No. MQP-210/2022-23PO(M) Dated: 27.01.2023

Chief Engineer/Metering, C-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala, invites
E-tender for Design, Supply, Testing, Commissioning, Integration,
Reading, Analysis and 5 year O&M of 5 lacs ‘ISI’ Marked LT AC,
Single Phase 2-wire, Whole Current, DLMS compliant. (Category D-
1) Static Intelligent Energy Smart Meters of rating 10-60 Amps (or
better). 50Hz. 240 V of Accuracy Class-1 (in default Pre-Paid mode)
with ‘Optical Port.’ AMI system & Communication infrastructure with
a network platform across Punjab. For detailed NIT and Tender
Specifications please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from
30.01.2023 from 11.00 AM onwards.

Note:- Corrigendum and addendum, if any, will be published online
at https.//eproc.punjab.gov.in

C-41/23 20845/Pb

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

II,, PoojaBhatiaW/oVijayKumar
Bhatia, R/o-44, LajpatNagar-II,
Delhi-24.Doherebydeclare that
mynamementionedas
NeelamBhatia in LICpolicyNo.
113305631. But,mycorrect
name is PoojaBhatia. I affirm
that PoojaBhatia andNeelam
Bhatia is oneperson.

0040652083-1

II,, ParveenRaj chandila,S/o
Sh.Girraj, R/o-VillageBudhena
sector-86, faridabad,Haryana,
have changedmyname
Parveen toParveenRaj
chandila,for all future
purposes 0040652029-2

II,, ParmodSinghBisht,S/o Shri
Dharmender SinghBisht,R/o
RZ-284,Gali.no-10,RZ,
Gurudwara,VishnuGarden,
New.Delhi-110018.Inform that
PratigyaBisht is,mydaughter
bornon. 31.10.2013, andher,
correct and, actual name,is
PratigyaBisht in,her all,
documents likeAadhar-Card
etc,but in her school-record
her,name ismistakenly-
writtenasPRITIGYA.I confirm
anddeclare,that her
correct,andactual,name is
PratigyaBisht. 0040652107-10

II,, Paramveer SinghS/oSh.
Mahender SinghR/oKH-117,
Kavi Nagar, Ghaziabad, UP-
201002havechangedmyminor
daughter’s name fromHedya
Bajaj toAadyaBajaj for all
purposes. 0040652023-1

II,, NeelamW/oShivraj Teotia R/o
FlatNo.210, Patrakar Parisar,
Sec-5, Vasundhra, Ghaziabad
have changedmyname to
NeelamTeotia. 0070824873-1

II,, NaveenKumar, S/oRaj Kumar
Bajaj, R/o 62, TarunVihar
Society, Sec-13, Rohini-110085,
have changedmyname to
NaveenBajaj. 0070824853-1

II,,Manveer Singh, S/oGajraj
Singh, R/oH.No. G-502,Winter
Hills, DwarkaMor, UttamNagar
, NewDelhi -110059, have
changed thenameofmyminor
Son fromVirat Chowdhary to
Virat Chaudhary. 0070824840-1

II,,Manveer SinghS/oGajraj
SinghR/oH. no. G-502,winter
Hills, DwarkaMor, UttamNagar
, NewDelhi -110059, have
Changed thenameofmyminor
daughter fromNidhi
Choudhary toNidhi
Chaudhary. 0070824843-1

II,,Manoj Raj s/o Sh. Ramesh
Chand, R/oG-103, DLFCapital
Greens, ShivajiMarg, New
Delhi-110015, have changedmy
name toManoj Raj Sharma, for
all purposes 0040652021-1

II,, HarishAwasthi S/oRamDatt
Awasthi R/oSTA- 1002, Tower
A1, SunTower, Shipra Suncity,
Indirapuram,Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201014havechanged
myname toHarishChandra
Awasthi. 0040652025-1

II,, Gulvir SinghS/o Jagbir Singh
R/o-356, Shastri Nagar,
Razapur, Ghaziabadhave
changedmyname toGulbir
Singh. 0070824878-1

II,, GAURAVRAJAGNIHOTRI, R/O
RU-494,NEARPOWER
HOUSE,PITAMPURA,DELHI-
110034.HAVECHANGEDMY
CHILDNAMEPRINCE
AGNIHOTRI TOAVIRAM
AGNIHOTRI. 0040652077-2

II,, DineshKumarTandon, S/oShri
RatanKumarTandon, solemnly
affirmanddeclare thatDinesh
KumarTandonandDinesh
Tandonbothare sameperson
and in futurewill knownas
DineshKumarTandon for all
purposes. 0040652041-1

II,, Asif S/oAminR/oHNo-4380,
Gali No-21, ShantiMohalla,
GandhiNagar, EastDelhi-
110031, have changedmyname
toAasif for all futurepurposes.

0040652071-1

II,, PraveenKumar SinghS/o
ShyamVir SinghR/oN107,
Samtal Enclave, Chhapraula,
GBNagar, UPhave changedmy
name toPraveenSingh.

0070824870-1

II,, AshishKumar S/oM.S.
ChaudharyR/oH.No. C-505,
VijyaApartment, Indrapuram,
GhaziabadU.P.-201014, have
changedmyname toAshish
KumarTyagi for all future
purposes. 0070824897-1

II,, Ammit Jain S/o sh.Subhash
Chand Jain, R/o-345, Sector-29
Faridabad,have changedmy
nameAmit Jain toAmmit
Jain,for all futurepurposes.

0040652029-1

II,, AmbikaPrasadYadav, S/o
Ramkrit Yadav, R/oA-305,
FusionHomes, Near EKMurti
Chowk,GreaterNoida, Sector-
1, GreaterNoida,West, Gautam
BuddhaNagar, Uttar Pradesh -
201318, have changedmyname
toAnishYadav for all future
purposes. 0070824835-1

II Sunil KumarKumraS/oKhem
ChandR/oE-3/9, 3rd Floor,
Sector-11, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changedmyname to
Sunil Kumar 0070824882-1

II,,AAbbhhiisshheekkKumar,S/o.Shyam
BahadurYadava,R/o.Plot.no.62
and-63 SomBazar-RoadBlock-
L-ExtensionDKMohan-garden,
Delhi-110059,haveChanged
my-minor’s sonname,fromSA
RAJRATNYADAVToHARSH
YADAVPermanently.

0040652123-1

II,, SUNILKUMARDIKSHIT,
S/O.AMIRCHAND,ADD-
VILLAGEGARHIAHBARAH,
HATHRAS,UTTARPRADESH-
281306, Changedmyname to
SUNILKUMAR, for all,future
Purposes

0040652079-3

II Sukhpal Kaur aliasAnjuRani
D/oSh. Raj KumarW/oSh.
Balvinder SinghR/oKanipla,
104, Kurukshetra, Haryana-
136131have changedmyname
toAnjuRani for all purposes.

0040652014-10

II SheelaC JomonW/o JomonR/o
RZ-52, T/F, IndraPark Extn.,
Part-1, UttamNagar,West
Delhi-110059declare that
SheelamolMathew
Chempanayil &SheelaC Jomon
bothare thenameof one&
sameperson& iwill be known
asSheelaC Jomon in future.

0040652060-1

II SakilaDeviW/O,Nanhaku
PrasadR/oH-655-L, H- Block,
PalamExt, Part -1, Palam,New
Delhi, 110077. have changedmy
name toShakilaDevi for all
purposes. 0040652020-1

II PriyankaAroraW/oRajat
KumarAroraR/oWZ-675, Shiv
Nagar Extn., Janakpuri-B1,
Delhi-110058have changedmy
name toPriyankaBali

0070824846-1

aaII PrateekshaD/oArunKumar
R/o 38, JawaharNagar,
Rampura, Jalaun, Uttar
Pradesh-285127, have changed
myname toPrateekshaSingh

0070824857-1

II Neeraj Bakshi D/oSh. Subash
ChanderVaidW/oSh. Sawan
KumarDattaR/o J-2/33-B, DDA
Flats, Kalkaji, NewDelhi-110019
have changedmyname to
NeeraBakshi for all purposes.

0040652014-8

II Charanjeet S/oSh. BabuLal R/o
H.No.1629-A, Gali No.8, Laxman
Vihar Phase-2, Distt.
Gurugram,Haryana-122001
have changedmyname to
AkshatChopra for all
purposes. 0040652014-9

I,SANJEEVKUMARGUPTA,
S/O.RAMBABUGUPTA,H.NO-S-
89 SUNDERBLOCK,
SHAKARPUR, EAST-DELHI
110092, Changedmyname to
SANJEEVGUPTA,for all,future
Purposes 0040652079-4

I,POONAMRANI,W/O.PARVEEN
AHUJA,ADD-D-44,GALI.NO-6
HAKIKATRAI-ROADADARSH
NAGARDELHI-110033,Changed
myname toPOONAM,for
all,futurePurposes

0040652079-5

I,PARVEENKUMAR, S/O.GYAN
CHAND ADD-D-44,GALI.NO-
6,HAKIKATRAI ROADADARSH
NAGARDELHI-110033,Changed
myname toPARVEENAHUJA,
for all,futurePurposes

0040652079-6

I,KULDEEPBHALLA,
S/O.SARDARI LAL, H.NO-B-85,
GALI.NO-10,MASJIDWALIGALI
SHAHDARA,NEWMODERN
SHAHDARAEASTDELHI 110032
Changedmyname toKULDIP
KUMARBHALLA,for all,future
Purposes. 0040652079-7

I,HEMLATA,W/OKAILASH
CHANDYADAVR/O267, GALINO
.1,NEARCONSUMERCOURT,
SHALIMARVILLAGE,DELHI-
110088.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOHEMAYADAV.

0040652076-4

I,FARAHalias FARHAalias
FARHANAAZ,W/OMOHAMMAD
RASHID,R/O1464 SUBHASH
MOHALLAKALANMAHAL,
DARYAGANJ,DELHI-110002,
HAVECHANGEDMYNAMETO
FARHABEGUM,permanently.

0040652080-9

II,,VViijjaaeennddeerr KumarRandyS/oRaj
DevPandeyR/oC-430Divya,
Jyoti Apartments,Sector-19,
Delhi-110089have changedmy
name toVijendraKumar
Pandey. 0040652120-3

II,,VVIIJJEENNDDRRAASINGH/BIJENDER
SINGHS/OSUKHAVIRR/O
VILLAGESHANPURNIJ,MORTA-
VAYA,MURADNAGAR,
GHAZIABAD,UTTARPRADESH-
201001.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
BIJENDRA. 0040652076-3

II,,SSuuhhaannii Chaudhary,W/o
AbhishekMalik R/oV-7/15,S
econd-Floor,DLFPh-3, Gurgaon
-122010,Haryanahavechanged
myname toSuhaniMalik.

0040652077-1

II,,SSoonnuuS/oRamPal,R/oH.No.
1560/4AshokVihar Lineper
BahadurgarhDistt. Jhajjar
(Haryana)changedmyname to
SonuGodwal. 0040652077-6

II,,SSiiddhhaarrtthhRana s/o-Surendra
Rana,R/oB-22A,Duggal Colony,
Khanpur,NewDelhi-110062,
have changedmyname to
SiddharthRana,for all future
purposes. 0040652080-6

II,,SShhuubbhhaammSharmaS/oPradeep
SharmaR/o-2252ARajaPark
Rani BaghDelhi-110034,have
changedmyname to Ishmeet
Singh. 0040652076-8

II,,SShheeeettaall s/o Satpal SablokR/o-
366 Sector-15,Sonipat have
changedmyname toSheetal
Sablok,for all purposes.

0040652080-2

II,,SShheeeettaall Sablok,S/oSatpal
Sablok,R/o-366, Sector-
15,Sonipat have changedmy
minor son’s name from
Utkarsh,toUtkarshSablok,for
all purposes. 0040652080-1

II,,AAbbddaaD/O,AbidAli Khan,W/o
JavedUl- Haq,R/o.A-23,batla
House,jamiaNagar,NewDelhi-
110025,have changedmyname
toAbidaTasneem for all
purposes.Andasper 10th-
certificatemy truedate-of-
birth is-06-05-1959

0040652077-4

II,,AASSHHWWAANNII KUMAR,S/OMADAN
LALGROVER,R/O-2753U/G/F,
BLOCK-A, GATE.NO-6, GREEN
FIELDS-COLONY,NHPC
COLONY,FARIDABAD,HARYANA
121001HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOASHWANIGROVER

0040652077-7

II,, ReekaD/oRadheyShayamR/o
D/10Gali No-4, KabirNagar,
Delhi have changedmyname
toRiyaRana for all purposes.

0070824855-1

II,,SShhaasshhii PrakashRana,S/o
Shri.NarayanSingh,R/o-Plot.
No.534,NayakMohalla,
Bijwasan,NewDelhi-110061,
have changemyname,from
Shashi PrakashRana toShashi
Parkash for all,futurepurpose.

0040652077-9

II,,SShhaagguuffttaa Parveen,W/o
ChaudharyZubair Ahmed,R/o-
C-53/9 Street.No.14/6Chauhan
Banger,SeelampurDelhi,have
changedmyname toShagufta
Chaudhary,for all purpose

0040652080-4

II,,SSaannjjeeeevvDaveyS/oVenayack
RamDaveyR/o-B-197, 3rd-
Floor,PrashantVihar,Sector-
14,Rohini Delhi-110085,
changedmy,minor sonname
ShrishDavey toShrishKDave.

0040652076-7

II,,SSUUNNIITTAA JYOTISHI/SUNITA,W/O
BINAYKUMAR,R/oHURHURU-
RANCHI PATNAROAD,PO
HAZARIBAGH, JHARKHAND
825301,changedmyname to
SUNITAMISHRA. 0040652079-9

II,,SSHHAAMMIIMMNNAAZZAKHTARKHAN
SIPIA,W/OAKHTARKHANSIPIA
R/OB-4/174, YAMUNAVIHAR,
DELHI-110053,have changed
myname toSHAMIMNAAZ.

0040652123-2

II,,SSHHAAMMEEEEMMAHMAD, S/O.
SALEEM ADD-706-710,GALI
GURUDWARAFARASHKHANA,
NORTHDELHI 110006, Changed
myname toSHAMEEMAHMED,
for all futurePurposes.

0040652107-5

II,,SSAANNJJAAYYKUMARWADHWAS/O
DEVRAJWADHWA,R/O.85/1,
BAJRAN-GALI,THANESAR,
KURUSHETRA,HARYANA-
136118.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSANJAYWADHWA.

0040652077-8

II,,RRiisshhaavv S/oChammaKumarR/o
C-19A, DDA-Flats, Saray-Basti,
Delhi-110035, have changedmy
name toRishabh. 0040652120-6

II,,MMaaddhhuuw/oSheetal Sablok,
R/o-366 Sector-15,Sonipat have
changedmyname toMadhu
Sablok,for all purposes.

0040652080-3

II,,RRaammiinnddeerr Singh,R/OWZ-588A
ShivNagar Extn.JanakPuri,
NewDelhi-110058,Have
changedMyDaughter’s
Name,fromSairaKaurDung to
SairaKaur. 0040652107-6

II,,RRaammiinnddeerr Singh,R/OWZ-588A
ShivNagar Extn.Janak
Puri,NewDelhi-110058,Have
ChangedMySonName,From
SidakSinghDung to Sidak
Singh. 0040652107-7

II,,RRaajj Kumar,S/o-Piare Lal,Add-
HouseNo.772,Sector-1,Rohtak
Haryana-124001,changedmy
name toRaj KumarRanga.

0040652120-1

II,,RRaajj KumarVerma,S/o-Chiman
lal, H.no-461/14 civil roadnear
mehammorgohanadistt
sonipat,Haryana-131301,
Changedmyname toRaj
Kumar 0040652079-1

II,,RRaahhuull S/oVeerKaran,R/oC-55,
Hastal Vihar,Uttam-Nagar,
West,Delhi-110059, have
changedmyname toRahul
SinghBhadauriya,for all
Purposes. 0040652107-1

II,,PPuunniittaaW/o-Rahul Singh
BhadauriyaR/o.C-55,Hastal
Vihar,UttamNagar,WestDelhi-
110059,have changedmyname
toPunita SinghBhadauriya.

0040652107-2

II,,PPaarrvvaattii,,WW//oo--HHeemmrraajj Diwan,
R/o-A-24,ArunaNagarMajnu
KaTilla,Civil Lines,Delhi-
110054,have changedmyname
fromParvati to Parvati Diwan
for all futurepurposes.

0040652113-1

II,,PPAANNKKAAJJ SHARMA,S/OKANTI
PRASAD JOSHI,R/o 607, 2ND
FLOOR,NITI KHAND-3,
INDIRAPURAM,GHAZIABAD,
UTTARPRADESH201014,
changedmyname toPANKAJ
JOSHI. 0040652079-8

II,,NNIIRRAAJJ KUMARS/OBIJENDRA
R/O562/2B,BAGRI-MOHALLA,
PANA-UDYAN,NARELA,DELHI-
110040.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETONEERAJKUMAR.

0040652076-2

II,,NNAAJJIIRRYUSUFANSARI S/O
MOHAMMEDYOUSUFR/OB-
4/174, YAMUNA-VIHAR,DELHI-
110053, have changedmyname
toNASEERAHMED.

0040652123-3

II,,MMoohhddAqil, S/oMohd
Yamin,R/o 306,Block-A
2nd,Madangir, Dr. Ambedkar
Nagar,NewDelhi-110062,
declare thatmynameonmy
passport ismentionedas
MohdAqil Qureshi although
mycorrect-nameasper
AadharCard,PanCardand
others document isMohdAqil
andbothareoneandof the
sameperson i.e.myself.

0040652120-7

II,,MMoohhaammmmaaddNidal S/0.Mohd
HalimSiddiqui R/o.A-2, New-
Friends-Apartment, D-11/119,
Zakir-Nagar-West,Delhi 110025,
Have changedmyname to
MohammadNidal Siddiqui.

0040652107-3

II,,MMaatteeeennAhmed,S/oMehfooz
Ali,R/o-C-53/9,Street. No.14/6,
ChauhanBanger,Seelampur
Delhi,have changedmyname
toChaudharyMateen
Ahmed,for all purpose.

0040652080-5

II,, YOGENDERSINGH, S/OSH
SURESHCHANDR/ONRC-19D,
Gali No.:2, RailwayColony,
Mandawali EastDelhi-110092
have changedmyname
YOGINDERKUMARSINGH to
YOGENDERSINGH for all Future
Purposes.

0040652032-1

II,, Shivraj S/oVir SinghR/o Flat
No.210, Patrakar Parisar, Sec-5,
Vasundhra, Ghaziabadhave
changedmyname toShivraj
Teotia.

0070824875-1

II,,MMaakkhhaanngiri,S/o-Gopi
Chandhouse.no.8, kh.no.3049,
25ft-Shani-bazar road,
Mansarovar park,Lal-Kuan
ghaziabad,pin:-201002, UP,
changedmyname toMakkhan
Giri Goswami. 0040652120-2

II,,MMAAHHAAKKLLEEEENNSAHNI,D/O
MANPREETSAHNI/MANPREET
SINGH, R/O-36, KALYANVIHAR,
NORTHWEST-DELHI, DELHI-
110009,have changedmyname
toMEHAKLEENKAUR.

0040652080-8

II,,KKiirrppaall Singh,S/oBahadur
Singh,R/oWZ-C-18, Gali.No-
11,NewMahavirNagar Tilak
NagarDelhi-110018,have
changedmyname toKartar
SinghSuri. 0040652077-3

II,,KKaappiill Dev,S/o-PremPrakash,
Address-C2/88 4th floor BPTP,
sector-85 faridabadHaryana-
121002,changedmyname to
Kapil DevKehar. 0040652079-2

II,,KKHHAATTUUNNBEGUM,W/OLtABDUL
HAFIZR/O.DDA-LIG FLATNo.35-
DPOCKET-A,NEWZAFRABAD,
DELHI-110032,HaveChanged
myname IsKHATOONBEGUM
for all futurepurpose.

0040652076-5

II,,KKHHAATTUUNNBEGUM,W/OLtABDUL
HAFIZR/ODDA-LIG-FLAT.No.35-
DPOCKET-A,NEWZAFRABAD,
DELHI-110032,HaveChanged
myname IsKHATOONBEGUM,
for all,futurepurpose.

0040652077-10

II,,KKAAPPIILL DEV,S/OSHRI RAJINDER
KUMAR,H.NO-99POCKET-12,
SECTOR-20,ROHINI,DELHI-
110086,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOKAPILDEVGARG.

0040652107-4

II,,JJaassmmeeeett KaurAnand,W/O
Raminder Singh,R/OWZ-588A
Shiv-Nagar Extn. JanakPuri
New-Delhi-110058,Have
ChangedMyName to Jasmeet
Kaur. 0040652077-5

II,,JJaappjjeeeevv SinghAnand,S/O
Raminder Singh,R/O.WZ-588A
Shiv-Nagar Extn. Janak
Puri,NewDelhi-110058,Have
ChangedMyName to Japjeev
Singh. 0040652107-8

II,,JJAASSKKIIRRAATTHHKAURSAHNID/O
MANPREETSINGHSAHNIR/O-
36, KALYANVIHAR,MODEL
TOWN,DELHI-110009, have
changedmyname to JASKIRAT
KAURSAHNI. 0040652080-7

II,,IIsshhaannBhandula S/o,Rakesh
BhandulaR/o,Flat-No.54,
JeevanBima-Apartments, East
Arjun-Nagar, Near
KarkardoomaCourts, Delhi-
110032,have changedmyname
to IsshaanBhandula.

0040652120-5

II,,IInnddeerrddeeeeppKaurBarmiW/o
DeepakSaini R/o,RZ-C-80,
Dwarkapuri, Palam-Village,
NewDelhi-110045, have
changedmyname to
InderdeepKaur. 0040652120-4

II,,HHeemmrraajj,,SS//oo--BBiihhaarriiLLaall R/o-A-
24,ArunaNagar,MajnuKaTilla,
Civil Lines,Delhi-110054,have
changedmyname from
Hemraj toHemraj Diwan for all
futurepurposes. 0040652113-2

II,,HHAAMMIIDDAABBAANNUUBINTIMUNSHI
MIA,W/OVIVEKHARSH
SANTRAM,R/o.A-401, Vijaya-
Apartments,AhinsaKhand-2,
Indirapuram,Ghaziabad(UP)ha
ve changedmyname toMIA
MUNSHI. 0040652076-6

II,,DDiinneesshh Saini,S/O-Kishan
ChandSaini,R/O-166-A,near
ShivMandir,SainiMohalla,
BarwalaDelhi-110039,have
changedmyname toDinesh
Singh.In future I shall be known
only asDineshSingh.

0040652113-3

II,,DDeeeeppaakkGuptaS/o Jagdish
ChanderGuptaR/o-A-
20,Panchwati,AzadpurDelhi-
110033,changedmyminor
son’s nameDivyumGupta to
DivyaumGupta.

0040652076-9

II,,DDeeeeppaaW/O JunaidR/OCN-10 S-
210/322, B.R.Camp,Race
Course - Club,NDMCDelhi-
110003HaveChangedmyName
toRida. 0040652076-1

II,,BBrraattaattzz Sanyal,W/o
DipanngshuSannyal,R/OUG-3-
1/2,Balaji-Arcade 1st-Floor,
Sector-5,Rajender-Nagar,
Ghaziabad-201005,have
changedmyname toBratati
Sanyal. 0040652107-9

II,, hitherto knownas LOVELY
alias LOVELYSINGH, S/o
KRISHANPAL, R/oVillage
Raispur, NearOld ShivMandir,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201002, have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownasANUBHAVSINGH.

0070824837-1

II,, Sagar Kumar SinghS/o
Sh.ManasKumar Singh, R/o-
H.No.J-302,BPTP, Princes-park
sector-86, faridabad,Haryana,
have changedmynameSagar
Singh toSagarKumar Singh,for
all futurepurposes

0040651498-1

II,, SANTOSHW/oPrabhuDayal
DewanR/oS-23 Sec-12Noida
G.B.NagarUP-201301have
changedmyname toSantosh
Dewan for all futurepurposes

0070824877-1

II,, SALONI LAMBA,D/oSH
BALDEVRAJ LAMBA, R/o 3181,
TowerCedar Parx Laureate,
Sector 108, Noida, GBNagar,
UP-201304, have changedmy
name toSOLONI LAMBA.

0070824820-1

II,, RichaChaturvediW/o
AshutoshTiwari R/oE1905,
18th FloorGalaxyVega,
Techzone-4, G.Noidahave
changedmyname toRichaC
Tiwari. 0070824872-1

II,, RakeshKumarGautamS/o
MundrikaRamR/oVillage-
Amdaria, Post- Ratsar, Distt-
Ballia, Uttar Pradesh-277123,
have changedmyminor son’s
name fromRajAryaGautam
aged16 years toRiyansh
forever 0070824858-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO ALL AT LARGE THAT MY
CLIENTS MRS. JASODA DEVI AND SH.
HANS RAJ SHARMA R/O. B-34, KEWAL
PARK, GALI NO.6, NEAR M.C.D. FLATS,
AZADPUR DELHI-110033, HAVE SEVERED
AND CEASED ALL THEIR RELATIONS
WITH THEIR SON RAMESH KUMAR
SHARMA AND ALSO DISOWNED/
DEBARRED HIM FROM ALL OF THEIR
MOVABLE AND IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES/ ASSETS. MY CLIENTS SHALL
NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY OF HIS
ACTS, DEEDS OR ACTIVITIES, AND IF ANY
ONE ENTERS INTO ANY KIND OF
DEALINGS WITH HIM INCLUDING ANY OF
THEIR ASSETS. HE/SHE/THEY SHALL DO
SO AT HIS/HER/THEIR OWN RISK COST
AND CONSEQUENCES WHICH MAY
KINDLY NOTE. Sd/-

Gourav Gupta (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/1516-A/2012

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that my clients Mr.
GOPAL SHAH S/O Late Shri KUNJLAL
SHAH & Mrs. RITU SHAH W/o GOPAL
SHAH Resident of H.NO. D-679, STREET
NO.1, NEAR LALITA MANDIR, ASHOK
NAGAR, SHAHDARA, DELHI-110093 have
no relationship either blood or otherwise with
Mr. Ashish Shah R/o D-679, Street No.1,
Ashok Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-110093. Any
act/ actions/ promises/ representations etc.
done by him is his sole responsibility and by
no means my clients have any accountability
or responsibility for the same as my clients
have neither consented in any manner to act
for him or on his behalf or take his
responsibilities in any manner whatsoever nor
my clients legally obliged to do the same.
Notably, my clients have no knowledge of his
whereabouts. Further, Neither Mr. Ashish
Shah nor his representatives or anyone
acting on his instructions or on his behalf
have any share in my client's moveable and
immovable assets whatsoever.

Sd/-
AARIF HUSAIN ANSARI

(Advocate)
E.No. D-2063/2018

Chamber No. 424, F-BLOCK, 4TH FLOOR,
KARKARDOOMA COURTS, DELHI-110032

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is informed that my clients
Ashok Kumar S/o Parkash Chand Chauhan &
his wife Suman Devi R/o H.No.1093, Street
No.23-A, Swatantra Nagar, Narela, Delhi
110040 have severed their all relations with
their son Rohit Kumar and have disowned
him from their movable/immovable
properties due to his inappropriate & strange
activities and if anybody deals with him
financially or in other manner, my clients
were not/are not shall not be responsible for
any act of Rohit Kumar in any manner.

Sd/-
Sunil Kumar (Advocate)

D-604/1996-R
Ch. No.153, Delhi High Court,

New Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
"Public in general, is hereby informed that my
client Smt. Sunita W/o. Sh. Narayan Lal and
Narayan Lal S/o SH. Raghuvir Singh Koli, R/o.
H.No.- 259, Khashra No.-159, Street No.- 5/3,
Samta Vihar, Vill. Mukundpur, Delhi-110042 has
severed all her relations and connection with her
son Praveen kumar and his wife namely Pooja
D/o. Sh. Hira Lal and their son namely Master
Raghav And Baby Bhavya debarred them from all
her moveable and immoveable properties as they
have proved to be most disrespectful,
Disobedient and harmful toward my client, My
client shall not be Responsible for their any legal
or illegal activities. Any dealing with Praveen
kumar, Pooja and Master Raghav And Baby
Bhavya, shall be done at their risk and cost
persons who would deal with them.

Sd/-
(HARI SHANKAR SINGH)

Advocate
Ch.No. 167, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT MY CLIENT
SHRI DINESH KUMAR TAYAL S/O SHRI RAM
KUMAR IS PURCHASING THE SAID
FREEHOLD BUILT UP RESIDENTIAL FLAT AT
FIRST FLOOR WITHOUT ROOF RIGHTS OF
PROPERTY NO. A-825, SHASTRI NAGAR,
AREA MEASURING 200 SQ. YARDS., FROM
SMT. RENUKA DANG, SELLER HAS LOST THE
DOCUMENT(S) NAMELY, SALE DEED DOC.
NO. 3847, DATED 27.04.1967 IN RESPECT TO
THE SAID PROPERTY. IF ANY OTHER
CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT OR INTEREST IN
THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE
SHOULD INFORM & GIVE INTIMATION TO
THE UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 15 DAYS FROM
THE DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.

Sd/-

SUBHASH GUPTA (ADVOCATE)
MOB: 9910464710

D-446/2002

PUBLIC NOTICE
IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT MY CLIENT
SHRI SANJAY RAI & SMT. ANU RAI ARE THE
PURCHASERS OF FREEHOLD BUILT UP THIRD
FLOOR, WITH ROOF RIGHTS OF PROPERTY
BEARING NO. C-146, AREA MEASURING 150
SQ. YARDS, RISHI NAGAR, SHAKUR BASTI,
DELHI & IN THIS PROPERTY SHRI JAGDISH
CHANDER KAPOOR EXPIRED & AFTER HIS
DEATH, HIS LEGAL HEIRS SMT. VEENA, SMT
RENUKA DUA, RELINQUISHED/ RELEASED
THEIR RIGHTS IN FAVOUR OF SHRI KAMAL
KAPOOR AND SHRI HARISH KAPOOR VIDE
RELINQUISHMENT DEED DATED 04.10.2021
AND THESE PERSONS DOES NOT POSSESS
THE SURVIVING MEMBER'S CERTIFICATE.

IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN
THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE SHOULD
INFORM & GIVE INTIMATION TO THE
UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 07 DAYS FROM THE
DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.

Sd/- SUBHASH GUPTA
D-446/2002 ADVOCATE

125, FIRST FLOOR, ANAND NAGAR,
INDERLOK, DELHI-110035.

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that I, Rajeev
Kumar Maheshwari S/o Virender
Kumar Maheshwari, Cont.
9971052841rajeev@gmail.com R/o
C-1, Surya Nagar, Chander Nagar,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201011 my original
Perpetual Lease Deed of Industrial
Plot No.-7A, Block-A, (Area
Measuring 403 Sq. Yrds.) in the
Layout Plan of Jhilmil, Tahirpur
Industrial Area, G.T. Road, Jhilmil,
Shahadara, Delhi Vide File No.-
8(2)1973 has been lost LR
No.99154/2023 to this effect has
been lodged in police station on
dated 31.01.2023 any person(s)
claiming any right having objection
or found in possession of original
documents may wright/contact with
above named person at above
address within 15 days from the
date of publication of this notice &
can personally contact-Deputy
Director IND, A-Block 1st Floor,
Vikas Sadan, INA New Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
(Order 5 Rule 20 of the Code of

Civil Procedure)

In The Court of MS. VINEETA
GOYAL, DISTRICT JUDGE

(COMM-02), (South-East) at
Room No. 14, BLOCK-1, Saket
Courts Complex, New Delhi.

Suit No.: CS/COMM/626/22

M/S ENAR WELD BRAGE PVT
LTD ......Plaintiff

V/S
M/S JAG RATTAN DAAN SINGH
AND CO. ......Defendant

TO

M/S JAG RATTAN DAAN SINGH
& CO.,
THROUGH ITS PROPRIETOR/
AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY
MR. JITENDER SINGH,
AT: 1-56, SITE-V, U.P.S.I.D.C.,
GREATER NOIDA, GAUTAM
BUDDH NAGAR, UTTAR
PRADESH,

ALSO AT; C-31, MAYAPURI,
INDUSTRIAL AREA, PHASE-2,
NEW DELHI-110064.
EMAIL: ACCOUNTS@JRDCUP.COM

WHEREAS you are intentionally
evading service of summons it is
hereby notified that if you shall not
defend the case on the 28.02.2023
the day fixed for file a written
statement within 30 days and
appear in this court, it will be heard
and determined ex-parties.
Given under my hand and the seal
of the Court this 24.01.2023.

Sd/-
DJ COMMERCIAL-02

(South-East)SEAL

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients namely Smt Rajni Jain, W/o. Sh.
Suman Jain, R/o. H.No. 28-D, Old Gupta
Colony, 1st Floor, Delhi 110009 has no any
relation with Dr. Supreet Kumar, S/o. Sh.
Rabi Narayan Panda, aged about 35 years
and my client is the absolute and lawful
owner of the property bearing H.No. 28-D,
Old Gupta Colony, 1st Floor, Delhi-110009
(the said property of my client). My client
shall not be responsible if anybody should
deal with him in regard to the above said
property of my client in future then said Dr.
Supreet Kumar, S/o. Sh. Rabi Narayan
Panda shall be solely responsible for his
acts and deeds.

Sd/-
ABHISHEK SONKAR

Advocate
Ch . No. B-36, B.G.S. Block, Gate No. 3,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform public at large that my
client, Mr. Gopal Upadhyay, S/O Mr.
Shingar Upadhyay, and his son, Mr. Rahul
Upadhyay all R/O, 1419 Lodhi Road
Complex, Lodi Road, H.O., South Delhi,
Delhi-110003 have cut off their family
relations and have disowned their
son/brother Mr. Pankaj Upadhyay and his
wife Mrs. Priyanka Upadhyay from their
movable/ immovable properties due to their
disobedient and quarrelsome nature and my
clients were not/ are not/ shall not be
responsible for any act of Mr. Pankaj
Upadhyay and his wife Mrs. Priyanka
Upadhyay in any manner in future.

Sd/-
DEEPANSHU GOLA (Advocate)

En. No. D/5585/2019
Ch. No. 1428, Lawyer’s Chamber Block,

Rohini Courts Complex, Delhi-110085

To be known to all that I, Sanjay
Gupta S/o Sh. Naval Kishor
Gupta R/o Flat No.90-B, Pocket-
A, Rampura, Delhi-110035.The
original documents i.e. Demand
Letter and DDA Possession
Letter has been misplaced. An
FIR to this effect has been
lodged in Police Station Vide
NCR / LR No.96305/2023 dated:
30-01-2023. Any person (s)
claiming any right, interest,
having any objection or found in
p o s s e s s i o n o f o r i g i n a l
documents, may write/contact
with above named person at
above address within 15 days
from the date of publication of
this notice. The person claiming
any right, interest, objections
with respect to this property can
personally inform or write to Dy.
Dir. (LAB) or Dir.(H)-2, D-Block,
3rd Floor, Vikas Sadan, INA,
New Delhi.

Sd/- B.B.N.Deo, Advocate
S.R. IInd, B.Coumpus, Janak Puri,

New Delhi-110058.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
KNOWN BY ALL that my clients SMT.
SUSHILA BHARDWAJ AND SH. VED
PRAKASH BHARDWAJ R/O T-129, GALI
NO. 4, SHIVAJI NAGAR, NARELA, DELHI -
40 has disowned and disinherited their Son,
Daughter In Law and Grand Son RAMAN
BHARDWAJ, NAMITA BHARDWAJ AND
ARJUN BHARDWAJ, from their all moveable
and immoveable properties due to their bad
behaviour, and bad habits and they are totally
out of control of my client. Any person dealing
with them, will be responsible oneself & my
clients have no concern with them in future.

Sd/-
Arun Kumar

Advocate
Chamber No. 622, Lawyer's Chambers

Block, Rohini Court Complex, Delhi

II,, Raje SinghChauhan, S/o
DhyanSinghChauhan, R/oM-
17, Sector-12, Noida, G.B. Nagar
U.P.-201301, have changedmy
nameRajeshSinghChauhan to
Raje SinghChauhan for all
further purposes. 0070824851-1

II,, Rajat Kumar, S/oShyam
Kumar, R/oWZ-675, ShivNagar
Extn., Janakpuri-B1, Delhi-
110058, have changedmyname
toRajat KumarArora.

0070824849-1

I Tushar, S/O. ShreerajMahayan,
R/O. 8/17 Jangpura Lane
MathuraRoadBhogalNewDelhi
110014, have changedmyname
toTusharVardhanMahayan
Zen. For all futurePurposes.

0040644798-

II RAJESHWADHWAS/oLate
Khushal ChandR/o 17/1Old
RajinderNagarNewDelhi-
110060have lostOriginal Lease
Deed&ConveyanceDeedofmy
propertyNo.10/61OldRajinder
NagarNewDelhi-110060.
Finder please contact above
address. 0040652012-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
“Be it known to all that my client has agreed to
purchase House No. 55, First Floor, Saket New
Delhi - 110017 vide written agreement dated
21.01.2023, free from all encumbrances,
charges, liens, and mortgages etc. The Original
Lease Deed dated 21.05.1999, Original ATS &
GPA dated 20.12.2005, Original ATS & GPA
dated 08.09.2006, Original Conveyance Deed
dated 20.09.2007, Original Sale Deed
15.10.2007 are unavailable for verification in
original with Mr. Sumit Arora and Ms. Nikita
Seth.Further,ALL PERSONS / COMPANY /
FIRM / FINANCIAL INSTITUTION / HUF
/ SOCIETY having any claim in respect of the
sale, lien, or otherwise howsoever are requested
to put their claim in underwriting with
undersigned with documentary proof therein,
within 14 days hereof failing which the claim(s)
if any, of such persons(s) will be considered to
have been waived and/or abandoned and the
said process shall be completed.”

Krishna Kr Sharma (Advocate)
Kriss Juris & Co.

E- mail:- Krishna@krissjurisnco.com,
Mob: - +91-9958891040

C-87, LGF, Lajpat Nagar-1, Delhi-110024

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE
CCOOUURRTTNNOOTTIICCEE

New Delhi



AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THEECONOMYwill likely grow
6.0-6.8percentin2023-24with
a baseline real GDP growth rate
of 6.5 per cent on the back of a
reboundinprivateconsumption,
higher capital expenditure,
strengthening of corporate bal-
ance sheets and near-universal
vaccination coverage enabling
spendingoncontact-basedserv-
ices, the Economic Survey for

2022-23tabledinParliamenton
Tuesdaysaid.
A key Budget pointer from

the Economic Survey 2022-23
authored by Chief Economic
AdvisorVAnanthaNageswaran
clearly is the likelihood that the
governmentmaymeet its fiscal
deficittargetforthecurrentyear
(at6.4per centofGDP)and fur-
therkeepamodesttargetofun-
der 6 per cent for 2023-24. The
Surveyhasplacedsufficientem-
phasis on fiscal consolidation,

CONTINUEDONPAGE4
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Our Super Achievers CSE 2021

India's Top Potential Training Institute for IAS

Salient Features
* Personality analysis by Eminent Mock Interview Experts & Retd. IAS, IPS, IFS, IES Officers.
* One to One Discussion on DAF. * Performance evaluation & Feedback. * One to one session with our
Mock Interview Expert. * Two mock interviews and one personal sitting with our mock interview
experts. * The five members interview panel which consist of Retd. Civil Servants, Psychologists and
subject experts. * Each mock interview will be video recorded available to candidate for self analysis.

19/1A Shakti Nagar, Near Nagia Park Delhi Call : 011-42547314, 9999458938
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PREETAM KUMARYAKSH CHAUDHARY ISHITA RATHIUTKARSH DWIVEDIAISHWARYA VERMAGAMINI SINGLA
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DAF to Whatsapp : 8126644440E-mail : vajiraoreddy19@gmail.com,
Venue : Hotel Jay Pee Siddharth, 3 Rajendra Place, Delhi.

Call : 81266-44-440Registration : www.vajiraoinstitute.com
Date : 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 February 2023

MOCK INTERVIEWCSE-2022
Under the guidance of Eminent interview experts, Retd. IAS/IPS/IFS/IES Officers

Offline & Online
Modes available

Shri M. Ramachandran (Retd.)IAS
* Former Secretary Govt. of India

Dr. G.C. Srivastava IAS (Retd.)
* Ex-member Secretary 12th Finance Commission
* Vice Chairman Central Administrative Tribunal

Shri Anil K. Sinha IAS ( )Retd.
* Former Executive Director NIDM & Former Advisor,
International Recovery Platform/UNDP, Kobe, Japan

Shri M.C. Gupta IAS ( )Retd.
* Former Chief Secretary Govt. of Haryana

* Former Director of IIPA

Shri Skand Ranjan Tayal IFS (Retd.)
* Former Ambassador of South Korea, Uzvekistan

Dr. Bala Prasad IFoS )(Retd.
(Ex Special Secretary to Govt. of India)

Shri Anil Kumar Upadhyay IFoS (Retd.)
Former Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, M.P
Mrs Sangeeta Gupta, IRS (Retd.)

Chief Commissioner Of Income Tax.

Prof. R.V. Sharma
(Retd. Prof. of Political Science D.U.)

Dr. S.S. Chaudhary
(Director Vajirao & Reddy Institute)

Prof. V.K. Gautam
Prof. of Environmental Science & Biotech D.U. (Retd.)

Shri R. Srinivasan IES (Retd.)
(Former Advisor to the Govt. of India)

Shri B.B. Srivastava IAS (Retd.)
* Former Secretary to the Govt. of India Department
of Land Resources (Ministry of Rural Development)

Shri A.K. Mangotra IAS (Retd.)
(Former Secretary to Govt. of India)

Shri Anil Kumar, IAS (Retd.)
Former Secretary, Govt of India.

Dr. Satendra, IFoS (Retd.)
International Disaster Risk Reduction Expert,

Food and Agriculture. UNO

Shri Ranjiv Singh Dalal IPS (Retd.)
* Former Director General of Police, Haryana

Shri Arun Jha, IAS (Retd.)
Former Secretary, Government of India

Prof. S.K. Singh
Expert of IR & Internal Security

Prof. Promila Batra
Retd. Prof. of Psychology "Psychologist"

Shri O.P. Singh IPS (Retd.)
* Former Director General of Police, UP

* Former DGP CISF & NDRF

Dr. Surender Singh
Associate Professor (Geography) DU (Retd.)

Former Head of Indian Council of World Affairs
(ICWA) & Former High Commissioner to Cyprus.

Ambassador Ashok Kumar IFS (Retd.)

Shri Kamlendra Prasad IPS (Retd.)
* Former Director General of Police, UP

Shri R. Srinivasan IES (Retd.)
(Former Advisor to the Govt. of India)

* Former Chief Secretary Govt. of U.T.

PM CARES
Fund not of
Govt, RTI
doesn’t apply:
Centre to HC
MALAVIKAPRASAD
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THE CENTRE has informed the
DelhiHighCourtthatPMCARES
Fundhasbeensetupasapublic
charitable trust, and has not
been created under the
Constitutionoranylawmadeby
Parliamentor theState.
It also said the trust is not a

publicauthorityundertheRight
to InformationAct.
The Centre’s response came

on a plea seeking to declare the
Funda ‘State’underArticle12of
theConstitutiontoensuretrans-
parency in its functioning.
When thematterwascalled

before a division bench of Chief
Justice Satish Chandra Sharma
and Justice Subramonium
PrasadonTuesday,senioradvo-
cateShyamDivan,appearingfor
petitioner Samyak Gangwal,
submitted that representations
have beenmade to the general
publicbyhighpublicandconsti-
tutionalfunctionariesaskingfor
contribution toPMCARES.
“Therearescoresofconstitu-

tionalfunctionaries...youareal-
lowedalargeamountof flexibil-
ity but there are constitutional
fetters.Ifyouarenot(State),then
you cannot have government
symbols or a governmentweb-
sitesothatthepublicthinksthat
you are State. Either you are
‘State’oryouarenot,”Divansaid.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

ECONOMICSURVEY2022-23

Surveybankson fiscaldiscipline
andhighercapex todrivegrowth
Expectedgrowthrate6.5-7% inrestof decade, saysCEA

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY31

CORPORATES AND foreign in-
vestorsbailedouttheRs20,000-
crore follow-on public offering
(FPO) of Adani Enterprises Ltd
(AEL)Tuesdayamidvolatility in
the stockmarket and the crash
inAdanigroupshares following
the release of the Hindenburg
Research report that accused it
of “brazen stockmanipulation
andaccounting fraud”.
Despite theAELshare'smar-

ketpricequotingbelowtheissue
price, the FPOwas subscribed
1.12 times on the last day of the
issuefollowingastrongresponse
fromqualifiedinstitutionalbuy-
ers (QIBs), including foreign in-
stitutional investors (FIIs) and
non-institutionalinvestors(NIIs)
such as family offices of big in-
dustrialists that manage their
personalwealth and ultra-high
networth individuals.
The QIB portion was sub-

scribed 1.26 times andNIIs 3.32
times. Corporates bid for 1.66
croresharesworthRs5,438crore

and FIIs applied for 1.24 crore
sharesworthRs4,127crore.
However,theretail investors’

portionwassubscribedonly0.12
times (12 per cent) with in-
vestors bidding for only 27.45
lakh shares as against thequota
of2.29croreshares.Theemploy-
ees’quotaalsoremainedunder-
subscribedwithonly55percent
ofthequotagettingbids.Theun-
dersubscribed portion of retail
investorsandemployeeswillbe
allocated toQIBsandNIIs.
Overall,theFPOreceivedbids

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

SUKALPSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THE ECONOMIC Survey may
have presented an optimistic
growth outlook for the
next year, but it did
highlighttherisksofan
“entrenched inflation”
and hence “higher and
longer” interest rates,
anda“depreciatingru-
pee” leading to higher current

accountdeficit,bothonaccount
of globalheadwinds.
“On the external front, risks

to the current account balance
stem from multiple sources.
While commodity prices have

retreated from record
highs, they are still
above pre-conflict lev-
els.Strongdomesticde-
mandamidsthighcom-
moditypriceswill raise
India’s total import bill

and contribute to unfavourable

developmentsinthecurrentac-
countbalance,” theSurveysaid.
Atthesametime,theSurvey

expressed the likelihood of
plateauingexportgrowthdueto
“slackening” global demand
amid recessionary concerns in
various advanced economies
and shrinking of international
trade.If theCAD—thedifference
betweenthevalueof goodsand
servicesimportedintoIndiaand
the value of those exported out

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Article 370 to triple talaq, Govt has
been decisive: President to House
LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

INHERfirstaddresstoajointsit-
ting of Parliament, President
DroupadiMurmuTuesdayhigh-
lightedthestepstakenbyPrime
Minister NarendraModi’s gov-
ernment,andcalledit“decisive”.

“Indianowhasagovernment
whichisstable, fearless,andde-
cisive, andwhichworks to fulfil
bigdreams. Ithasagovernment
which respects honesty and
works to solve the poor’s prob-
lems and empower them per-
manently,” thePresident said.
“Fromsurgicalstriketoafirm

crackdownonterrorism, froma

befittingresponsetoeverymis-
adventurefromLoCtoLAC,from
abrogationofArticle370totriple
talaq,mygovernment has been
recognisedasadecisivegovern-
ment.”
This stability and decisive-

ness,shesaid,enabledthecoun-
try to effectively deal with the

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Five names for apex court pending,
Collegium recommends two more

ANANTHAKRISHNANG&
APURVAVISHWANATH
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THESUPREMECourtCollegium,
headed by Chief Justice of India
D Y Chandrachud, Tuesday rec-
ommendedJusticeRajeshBindal

and Justice Aravind Kumar —
they are Chief Justices of the
High Courts of Allahabad and
Gujarat, respectively — for ap-
pointment as Judges of the
SupremeCourt.
TheCollegium’sfreshrecom-

mendation comes even as the
fivepreviousrecommendations

for appointment as Supreme
Court Judges are pending. On
December 13 last year, the
Collegium had recommended
five names and the appoint-
mentsareyet tobemade.
TheCollegium,alsocompris-

ingJusticesSKKaul,KMJoseph,
CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Budget will
be ray of hope
for world: PM

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi said Tuesday that the
Budgetfor2023-24willnotonly
trytofulfilthehopesanddreams
ofthecommonmaninthecoun-
trybutitwillalsobearayofhope
for theworld.
Speaking before the start of

theBudgetsessionofParliament,
Modisaid,“TheFinanceMinister
of our country is also awoman,
shewillpresentonemoreBudget
tothecountrytomorrow."
“In today’s global situation,

not only India’s but the whole
world’s attention is on India’s
Budget. In the unstable eco-
nomic situation of the world,
India’s Budget will not only try
tofulfil thehopesanddreamsof
the commonman of India, but
therayofhopewhichtheworld
is seeing, will shine more
brightly,”hesaid.Hesaidhehas
full faith that the Finance
Minister will make “utmost ef-
fortstofulfiltheseexpectations”.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Chief
Economic
Advisor
VAnantha
Nageswaran

Makinggovt
schemesaccessible

IMPLEMENTATIONOF
CENTRALSCHEMES

ROHITSINGH
Former District Collector,

Narsinghpur,MP
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PresidentDroupadiMurmu,VicePresident JagdeepDhankhar,PrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi, LokSabhaSpeakerOmBirlaandParliamentaryAffairsMinisterPralhad Joshionthe
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Covid-19pandemic. “Wherever
intheworldthere ispolitical in-
stability, thosecountriesarebe-
setwithseverecrises today.But
India is in a much better posi-
tion than the rest of the world
due to the decisions taken by
mygovernment in thenational
interest.”
Praising the electorate for

voting a stable government to
power for two consecutive
terms, Murmu said, “My gov-
ernmentalwayskept thecoun-
try’s interest paramount,
showed thewill to completely
change the policy strategy.”
The address on the first day

of theBudget Session focussed
on the BJP-led government’s
achievements andwelfare ini-
tiatives. “Today, India’s self-
confidence is at its highest and
theworld is lookingather from
adifferent perspective. India is
providing solutions to the
world,”Murmu said.
TheAamAadmiParty (AAP)

andtheBharatRashtraSamithi
(BRS) boycotted the speech in
protest against what they al-
legedwere theBJP-ledgovern-
ment’s failures “on all fronts of
governance”.
Several Congress MPs, in-

cluding Mallikarjun Kharge,
were not able to attend the

House for the President’s ad-
dress due to delayed flights
fromSrinagaronaccountof in-
clement weather – they had
gone there for the concluding
event of the Bharat Jodo Yatra
onMonday.
ThePresident urgedMPs to

setgoals thatseemdifficultand
worktoachievethemtoensure
India leads the world even as
she emphasised the need to
“walktogetherstepbystep,un-
derstand each other’sminds”.
“In thisParliament,which is

the heart of our democracy, it
shouldbeourendeavour to set
goals that seem difficult and
achieve them.Weshould try to
accomplish todaywhat is tobe
done tomorrow. What others
are still thinking of doing, we
Indians should accomplishbe-
fore them,” she said.
TheUniongovernment, she

said,wascommitted toprovid-
ing transparent and corrup-
tion-freegovernancewitha fo-
cusonpeoplewhoarepoorand
downtrodden,andwomen.She
urged citizens tobuild adevel-
oped India —with strong con-
nections to its past glory but
without losing modern con-
cepts — by the time the coun-
try celebrates the centenary of
Independence.

“By2047,wehave tobuilda
nation, which not only em-
braces itsgloriouspastbutalso
encompasses every golden as-
pect of modernity. We have to
buildaBharat,which is self-re-
liant and also able to fulfil its
humanitarian obligations. A
Bharat which has no poverty
and where the middle class is
also prosperous. A Bharat
whose youth and women
power will be at the forefront
to give direction to the society
and the nation, and whose
youtharewell aheadof time. A
Bharatwhose diversity is even
morevividandwhoseunitybe-
comes even more unshake-
able,” she toldMPs.
According to the President,

the“positivechanges”brought
by theModi government in its
nine years in power had given
citizens confidence. She listed
welfare programmes such as
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana,HarGhar Jal,Ayushman
Bharat, and Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi, and
praised themodern infrastruc-
turecomingup, thedigitalnet-
work thecountryhadbuilt, the
efforts toget “ridof thescourge
of mega scams and corruption
in government schemes” and
the “rapid development and

thefarsightednessofdecisions”
thathadhelpedthecountrybe-
come the fifth-largest global
economy, up from tenth.
Sayingthatcorruption is the

biggest enemy of democracy
and social justice, Murmu said
there had been a relentless
fight against corruption in the
last few years. “We have en-
sured that the honest will be
honoured in the system. There
is increasing social conscious-
ness in the country that there
should be no sympathy for the
corrupt in the society.”
In her speech of more than

an hour, the President said the
governmentwascommitted to
“removingeveryobstaclebeing
faced by women” and to “the
progress as well as the protec-
tion of nature”.
Concluding her speech, she

said, “Letusenrichourdemoc-
racy by living up to the dictum
ofVedawhichsayssamgaccha-
dhvam samvadadhva? sam vo
manamsi janatam. That is, let
us walk together step by step,
understandeachother’sminds
and let there be a flowof unity
in our resolutions. Let us fulfil
the oath of the Constitution by
walking on our Kartavya Path
in this Mahayagna of nation-
building."

which itnotes iscritical for low
interest rates in the long term.
The other takeaway from

theSurvey is thegovernment’s
inclination to continue with
highercapital expenditure that
will crowd in private invest-
ment and is important to driv-
ing growth.
While India is seen as the

fastestgrowingeconomyinthe
world, thebaseline6.5percent
growthestimate ishigher than
the 6.1 per cent forecast for
FY24 by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) in its
World Economic Outlook up-
date released Tuesday. Some
analysts said the Survey’s 6.5
per cent growth projection for
the next financial year seems
over-optimistic andhencecar-
riedtheriskof fiscal slippageby
the government.
For the current financial

year i.e., 2022-23, the Survey
has projected a growth rate of
7 per cent, which is slightly
higher than the6.8percentes-
timatedby theReserveBankof
India in its December 2022
monetary policy.
At a press conference after

theSurveywastabled,Anantha
Nageswaran said the economy
has recovered from the impact
of pandemicand isexpected to
record a 6.5-7 per cent growth
rate for the rest of the decade.
“My optimism is that in the
coming decade, rest of the
decade, the potential GDP
growth,without taking intoac-
countexportpotential,because
the global economy is still rife
with uncertainty, the growth
ratewouldbearound6.5-7per
cent, rather thanbetween6per
cent and 6.5 per cent,” he said.
He said the global slow-

down had a couple of “silver
linings” for India – lower oil
prices and a better current ac-
count deficit thanwhat is pro-
jected now. Strengthening of
the corporate balance sheets,
well-capitalised public sector
banks and increase in credit
growthto the industry seemto
suggest that prospects for
capex investments by compa-
niesarebrighter,hesaid.Credit
growth of micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSMEs)
has grown 30 per cent since
January 2022, he added.
However, uncertainty on com-
modity prices and volatility in
crude oil aremajor challenges.
During the coming year, infla-
tion is likely to be “well be-
haved”barringheadwinds, the
CEA said.
The Survey has called for

“entirely” dismantling the LIC
(licensing, inspectionandcom-
pliance) regime to accelerate
economic growth, harnessing
womenpower(narishakti), en-
ergy security and energy tran-
sition, education and skilling,
administrativereformsanden-
forcement of contracts, and
sought determined efforts to
make public sector assetmon-
etisation scheme successful,
besides addressingby states of
the power sector issues. “If as-
set monetisation revenues are
used to reduce public sector
debt, the sovereign credit rat-
ing will improve, leading to a
lower cost of capital,” he said.
When asked about the

Indian economy touching the
8-per-cent growth rate mark,
he said, “Even without export
growthkicking inwecanstrive
for 8 per cent growth and be
able to achieve it.” “The reason

whywe should be looking at 8
per cent or 9per cent (growth)
at this point of time is because
in the first decadeglobal econ-
omy was booming and now it
is inslowdownphase... if global
economydoes better and if ef-
forts to plug in global supply
chain succeed and exports
growth kicks in, that would
help in pushing potential
growth to rise from 7 per cent
to 8 per cent,” he said.
Experts,however,cautioned

that theoptimisticgrowthout-
look carries seed for fiscal slip-
page. “The Economic Survey,
released as a precursor to the
FY24UnionBudget, provideda
particularly optimistic growth
outlook,whileemphasisingthe
need to continue to focus on
capex and fiscal consolidation.
Webelieve thatover-optimism
ongrowthmay limit theextent
of potential expenditure con-
solidation and boost revenue
projections in theFY24Budget.
This in turnwouldmake it dif-
ficult for thegovernment to fis-
cally ‘walk the walk’ if growth
prospectsdisappoint, asweex-
pect,” Nomura said in a report.
Nomura expects the Indian
economy to grow 5.1 per cent
in FY24.
The Survey said the upside

to India’s growth outlook
comes from (i) limited health
and economic fallout for the
rest of theworld from the cur-
rent surge in Covid-19 infec-
tions in China and, therefore,
continued normalisation of
supply chains; (ii) inflationary
impulses fromthereopeningof
China’seconomyturningout to
be neither significant nor per-
sistent; (iii) recessionary ten-
dencies in major advanced

economies triggering a cessa-
tion of monetary tightening
and a return of capital flows to
India amidst a stable domestic
inflation ratebelow6per cent;
and (iv) this leading to an im-
provement in animal spirits
and providing further impetus
to private sector investment.
It, however, pointed out

risks from widening current
account deficit, likelihood of
further interest rate increases
in the US, the challenge of the
depreciating rupee, and fur-
ther possible loss of export
stimulus alongwithmonetary
tightening exercise globally,
with entrenched inflation ex-
pected to prolong the tighten-
ing cycle.
It listedcapital expenditure

by the Central government,
which increased by 63.4 per
cent in the firsteightmonthsof
FY23, asanothergrowthdriver
of the Indian economy in the
current year and said it is
crowding in the private capex
since the January-Marchquar-
ter of 2022.
Referring to the impact of

the Covid-19 pandemic, the
Survey said the Indian econ-
omyappears tohavemovedon
from the impact of the pan-
demic and is positioning itself
to ascend to thepre-pandemic
growthpath inFY23. In thecur-
rent year, India has faced the
challengeof reining in inflation
that theEuropeanstrifeaccen-
tuated. Butmeasures taken by
thegovernmentandRBI, along
with the easing of global com-
modity prices, have finally
managed to bring retail infla-
tionbelowtheRBIupper toler-
ance target of 6 per cent in
November 2022.

“The President’s speech is the
prideoftheConstitutionof India,
the pride of India’s parliamen-
tarysystem,andtodayespecially
is also an occasion to respect
womenand thegreat tribal tra-
dition of our country, of people
who live in remote forests,” he
said.
In Twitter posts later, the

PrimeMinistersaid,“Rashtrapati
Ji's address to both Houses of
Parliamentcoveredawiderange
of topics,givinganin-depthpic-
ture of the transformative
changestakingplaceacrosssec-
tors. She highlighted howcom-
moncitizenshavebeenempow-
ered and 'Ease of Living'
furthered. “
He said, “The Economic

Survey presents a comprehen-
sive analysis of India's growth
trajectory including the global
optimism towards our nation,
focusoninfra,growthinagricul-
ture,industriesandemphasison
futuristic sectors.”

HesaidPMCARES“projectsit-
self as theGovernment of India”
indicating that it operateson the
domainnameoftheGovernment
of India andhas thephotograph
of the PrimeMinister aswell as
theAshokChakra.Divandrewthe
court’s attention to statements
made by Government of India
functionaries stating that the
“Government has set up PM
CARES”.“Wearenotsayingtrustis
malafide.Wehavesaidthatitcan
bemisused,” he said, clarifying
that hewasnot questioning the
purposeof thetrust.
TheCentre thereafter sought

an accommodation as the
SolicitorGeneralrepresentingthe
Centrewasunavailable.
The Centre's affidavit stated

thatthetrustis“neitherintended
to be or in fact owned or con-
trolled”byanygovernmentorany
instrumentality of the govern-
mentandthecompositionof the
board of trustees, consisting of
holdersofpublicoffice, ismerely
foradministrativeconvenience.
TheCentresaidthatthetrustis

not a public authority underRTI
anditacceptsvoluntarydonations
by individuals and institutions
andanycontributionsflowingout
of budgetary sources of govern-
mentarenotaccepted.
“ThecompositionoftheBoard

of Trustees consisting of holders
ofPublicOfficeexofficioismerely
for administrative convenience
andforsmoothsuccessiontothe
Trusteeship,”andisnotintended
to be controlled by the govern-
mentinanymanner, itstated.
The affidavit also stated that

sinceit isnotconstitutedundera
lawortheConstitution,PMCARES
does not constitute a public au-
thorityundertheprovisionsofthe
RTIAct.
“ThatthecauseforwhichPM

CARES Fund/Trustwas created
andexistsispurelycharitableand
neitherthefundsofthisTrustare
usedforanygovernmentprojects
nor is this trust governedby any
ofthegovernmentpolicies.Sothe
PMCAREScannotbelabelledasa
‘PublicAuthority’,” itstated.
“TheFundsofappellantTrust

donothaveanygovernmentchar-
acterasnoguidelinescanbe laid

down for disbursement of the
amount from the Funds of PM
CARES-Trust and the contribu-
tionsmadetoPMCARES-Trusten-
joyexemptionunderIncome-Tax
Act likeotherprivateTrusts,” the
affidavit stated, adding that the
National Emblem and domain
name ‘gov.in’ are being used for
the Prime Minister’s National
ReliefFundandthesamearealso
beingusedforPMCARESFund.
Theaffidavitreferredtoa2020

judgment of the SupremeCourt
wherein the top court held that
“merefact thatadministrationof
PMCARES is vested in trustees
willnot itself takeawaythepub-
lic character of the trust”. The SC
said“PMCARESFundisacharita-
bletrustanddoesnotreceiveany
governmentmoney”.
The affidavit stated that the

objects of the trust have been
made available irrespective of
caste, creed, sex, region etc and
trustdeedof thePMCARESFund
alongwiththegrantssanctioned
fromthefundareavailableinpub-
lic domain on thewebsite ‘pm-
cares.gov.in’ alongwith the au-
ditedreports.
TheCentresaidthetrustfunc-

tions on the principles of trans-
parencyandpublicgoodinlarger
publicinterestlikeanyotherchar-
itabletrustand,therefore,cannot
have anyobjection inuploading
allitsresolutionsonitswebsiteto
ensuretransparency.Irrespective
ofwhethertheTrustisa“State”or
otherauthoritywithinthemean-
ingofArticle12oftheConstitution
of India and or whether it is a
“publicauthority”undertheRight
to InformationAct, “it is notper-
missibletodisclosethirdpartyin-
formation,”theaffidavitstated.
ENSadds: In 2020-2021, The

IndianExpress,whichscrutinised
responses to applications under
theRTIAct, publisheda series of
reportsstatingthat38PSUsused
their Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) funds to to-
gether contribute over Rs 2,105
croretothePMCARESFund.
TheRTI records also revealed

thateducationalinstitutions,from
NavodayaschoolstoIITs,IIMsand
Centraluniversities,togethercon-
tributedRs21.81crore.

Risks to growth: inflation, depreciating rupee
of India -- indeedwidens fur-
ther, it couldput furtherpres-
sure on the rupee against the
USdollar, it said.
India’scurrentaccountbal-

ance recorded a deficit of
$36.4billion,or4.4percentof
the GDP, in July-September,
againstadeficitof $9.7billion,
or 1.3 per cent of the GDP, in
the year-agoperiod.
While the Survey noted

that therupeehasbeenoneof
thebetter-performingcurren-
cies globally, the modest de-
preciation it underwent may

have added to inflationary
pressuresandwideningof the
CAD. The expectation is that
there are enough tools at
India'sdisposal tomitigateex-
cessivevolatility in the rupee.
“ForFY23, Indiahas sufficient
forex reserves to finance the
CADandinterveneintheforex
markettomanagevolatility in
the Indian rupee,” it said.
In the current financial

year, the rupee has depreci-
ated over 8 per cent against
the US dollar. Tuesday's clos-
ing level for the rupee was

81.92. It had touched a low of
83inOctober2022andhasre-
covered abit since.
Inflation risks from global

commoditypricesare likelyto
be lower in the coming fiscal
year on expectations of a
slowdown in advanced
economies, the Survey said,
but simultaneously high-
lighted the upside risks to
India's projected inflation
ratesaswell. “For instance, the
re-emergence of Covid-19 in
Chinacantriggersupplychain
disruptions as was the case

during the pandemic period.
Ontheotherhand, if Chinare-
turnstonormalcyfromCovid-
19, there can be a surge in
commoditydemand--thusre-
versing the recent slump in
commodity prices,” the
Survey said.
It said the probability of a

soft landing in the US econ-
omy has risen in recent
months,whichcouldkeepUS
oildemandstrong.Oil-related
geopolitics could also add to
India's imported inflation go-
ing forward. “Still, overall, the

inflation challenge in FY24
must be a lot less stiff than it
has been this year.We expect
monetary and fiscal authori-
ties tobeasproactiveandvig-
ilant as they have been this
year,” the Survey said.
India's retail inflation de-

clined to 5.72 per cent year-
on-year in December from
5.88 per cent in November,
falling in the RBI's tolerance
band of 2-6 per cent for the
second straight month. RBI's
inflation projection for 2022-
23 stands at 6.7 per cent
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PM CARES Fund: RTI doesn’t apply

● CEA banks on fiscal discipline, higher capex to drive growth

● Budget will be
ray of hope: PM
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DUETOanoversight, a
report dated January15,
‘CJI-ledBench tohear
pleas against forcible
religious conversion’,was
repeated in these columns.
The error is regretted.

M R Shah, Ajay Rastogi and
SanjivKhanna,gavedetailedrea-
sons for clearing the two new
names.
It said “the resolution of the

Collegium in regard to the ap-
pointment of Mr Justice Rajesh
Bindal… Allahabad is unani-
mous.However, inregardtothe
appointment of Mr Justice
Aravind Kumar, Chief Justice of
theHighCourtofGujarat, Justice
K M Joseph has expressed his
reservationson theground that
hisnamecanbeconsideredata
later stage”.
The resolution adopted by

the Collegium said the court
whichhasasanctionedstrength
of 34 Judges is presently func-
tioningwith27Judgesand“thus,
therearesevenclearvacancies”.
It pointed out that “on 13

December 2022, the Collegium
recommended five names for
appointment as Judges of the
Supreme Court, namely (i) Mr
Justice Pankaj Mithal, (ii) Mr
Justice Sanjay Karol, (iii) Mr
JusticePVSanjayKumar,(iv)Mr
JusticeAhsanuddinAmanullah,
and (v)Mr JusticeManojMisra.
Their appointment is yet to be
notifiedby theGovernment”.
TheCollegiumsaid ithadre-

solvedtorecommendtwomore
names for appointment as
Judges of the Supreme Court
againstthetworemainingvacan-
cies.
It said thatwhileevaluating

thenames, the “judgmentsau-
thored by those falling in the
zoneof consideration foreleva-
tion…were circulated among
themembers of the Collegium
for ameaningful discussionon
andassessmentof their judicial
acumen”. The statement said
that “after carefully evaluating

the merit, integrity and com-
petence of eligible Chief
Justices and senior puisne
Judges of the High Courts and
also accommodating a plural-
ity of considerations, the
Collegium” found Justices
Bindal andKumar “to bemore
deserving and suitable in all
respects for being appointed
as Judges of the Supreme
Court of India”.
The resolution said that

“while recommending the
above names the Collegium
has taken into consideration
the following aspects: a. The
seniority of Chief Justices and
senior puisne Judges in their
respective parent High Courts
as well as overall seniority of
the High Court Judges; b. The
merit, performance and in-
tegrity of the judges under
consideration; andc. Theneed
to ensure diversity and inclu-
sion in the Supreme Court by:
(i) representation of High
Courts which are not repre-
sentedorare inadequately rep-
resented, in the Supreme
Court; (ii) appointing persons
from marginalized and back-
ward segments of society; (iii)
gender diversity; and (iv) rep-
resentation ofminorities”.
It said “the names recom-

mendedearlierbytheCollegium
by its resolution dated 13
December 2022 shall have
precedenceoverthetwonames
recommendedpresentlyforap-
pointment to the Supreme
Court” and “therefore, the ap-
pointments of five judges rec-
ommended on 13 December
2022 should be notified sepa-
ratelyandearlierinpointoftime
before the two judges recom-
mendedbythis resolution”.

● Collegium recommends 2 names

for5.08croresharesasagainstthe
totalofferof4.55croreshares.
TheAELstockgained3.35per

cent to Rs 2,975, still below the
FPO price of Rs 3,112-3,276 per
share. Adani group companies
hadlostaroundRs5lakhcrorein
market capitalisation since the
Hindenburgreportcameoutlast
week.
Abu Dhabi-based

InternationalHolding Company
MondaysaiditwillinvestAED1.4
billion,orclosetoRs3,300crore,
intheFPOthroughitssubsidiary
Green Transmission Investment
Holding RSC Ltd. IHC has sub-
scribedto16percentof theFPO.
Thisisthesecondinvestment

deal IHChascompletedwiththe
Groupafterlastyear'sAED7.3bil-
lion investment in three green-
focusedcompanies,AdaniGreen
Energy, Adani Transmission and
AdaniEnterprises.
Lastweek, in the anchor in-

vestor category, around 33 in-
vestors, including Maybank
Securities Pte and Abu Dhabi
InvestmentAuthority,hadputin
bidsworthRs5,984crorefor the
follow-onpublicoffer.About1.82
croresharesofthecompanywere
allocated to these anchor in-
vestors at Rs 3,276 per equity
share.
Meanwhile, Adani stocks

showed amixed trend Tuesday.
Adani Port gained2.67 per cent,
AdaniTransmission3.73percent,
Adani Total 3.35 per cent, Adani
Green3.06percent,ACC3.39per
cent and Ambuja Cement 3.50
per cent. But Adani Power fell 5
percentandAdaniWilmarlost5
percent.ThebenchmarkSensex
gained49points,or0.08percent,
at 59,549.90, andNSENifty rose
13.20pointsto17,662.15.FIIssold
stocks worth Rs 5,439 crore
Tuesday.

● Adani FPO:
Rs 9,500-crore
bids from FIIs
and corporates
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THEINDIANCoastGuard’s(ICG)
is alwaysprepared to tackleany
situation and eventualities on
the seafront, said Inspector
General Iqbal Singh Chauhan,
TM Commander Coast Guard
Region (NorthEast)
Askedabouttheterrorthreat

scenario andgrowing instances
ofsmugglingofgoodsanddrugs
throughsearoute,Chauhansaid,
“Threatswillalwaysbethere,but
weare there to tackle these.”
Hewasaddressingthemedia

on board ICG ship ‘Vijaya’ at
KhidirpurDockofSyamaPrasad
MookerjeePort on theoccasion
of47thRaisingDayof theIndian
CoastGuard.Speakingaboutthe
ICGmaintainingagoodrelation-
shipwith its Bangladeshi coun-
terparts, he said constant pa-
trolling and surveillance is still
carried out along the India-
Bangladeshmaritimeboundary.
“An ICGship ispositionedat

the India-Bangladeshmaritime
borderontheBayofBengal,and
two-threeDornieraircraftpatrol
the area constantly to keep an
eyeonmovement in thesea.”
Chauhan said the ICG has

three Dornier patrol aircraft
basedinKolkata,whilethereare
four newly acquired Advanced
Light Helicopters (ALH) in
Bhubaneswar and there are
plans to induct more aircraft.
Apart from these, two offshore
patrol vessels, one of which is
ICGS Vijay, are stationed at
Paradip, while at Haldia, four
hovercraftsarepositioned,

AMITSHARMA
MEERUTJANUARY31

AHOMEGuardandhisthreeac-
complices allegedly shot a 20-
year-oldman dead in Putti vil-
lage inMeerut's Parikshitgarh
area lateMondaynight.
Policesaidthatthedeceased

was identified as Rupak. No ar-
rests have been made in this
connectionso far, theyadded.
According to police, Rupak's

grandfatherMahavirPrasad(68)
lodged an FIR at Parikshitnagar
police station against Home
Guard Deepak Kumar and his
three accomplices – Monty,
AbhishekandAnuj.
Thecomplainantallegedthat

heandhisfamilywerereturning
homeafterattendingawedding
functioninthevillagewhenthey
saw his grandson being beaten
by the fouraccused,police said.
“Werushed to rescueRupak

but before we could reach him
Deepak fired on his chest. He
thenfiredatusandfledthespot.
We rushed Rupak to a hospital
but he was declared brought
dead,” Mahavir stated in his
complaint.
Police said that Rupak and

Deepak had allegedly been in a
fightaroundtwomonthsbackbut
theeldersofthevillagewereable
tobrokerpeacebetweenthem.

‘Coast Guard is
ready to tackle
any situation
on seafront’

UP: Home Guard
among 4 booked
for killing man

New Delhi
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EXTRACT OF UNAUDITED STANDALONE AND CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE
MONTHS ENDED 31ST DECEMBER, 2022

(` in Lakhs except earning per share)
S.
No.

Particulars Standalone Consolidated
Quarter Ended Nine Month

Ended
Year

Ended
Quarter Ended Nine Month

Ended
Year

Ended
31st

December,
2022

31st
December,

2021

31st
December,

2022

31st
March,

2022

31st
December,

2022

31st
December,

2021

31st
December,

2022

31st
March,

2022
Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited Audited Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited Audited

1 Total Income from Operations 285.46 - 285.46 - 6,959.39 - 18,869.98 -285.46 - 285.46 - 6,959.39 - 18,869.98 -
2 Net Profit /(loss) for the period

before tax and exceptional items
(29.73) (0.05) (76.21) (0.35) (332.18) (0.10) (904.20) (0.68)(29.73) (0.05) (76.21) (0.35) (332.18) (0.10) (904.20) (0.68)

3 Net profit /(loss) for the period
after tax and exceptional items

(29.73) (0.05) (76.21) (0.35) (325.65) (0.10) (878.12) (0.69)(29.73) (0.05) (76.21) (0.35) (325.65) (0.10) (878.12) (0.69)

4 Total Comprehensive Income /
(loss) for the period [Comprising
Profit for the period (after tax)
and Other Comprehensive
Income (after tax)]

(29.73) (0.05) (76.21) (0.35) (331.85) (0.10) (896.73) (0.69)(29.73) (0.05) (76.21) (0.35) (331.85) (0.10) (896.73) (0.69)

5 Paid-up Equity Share Capital
(Face value of ` 5 each)

1,346.78 3.04 1,346.78 3.04 1,346.78 3.04 1,346.78 3.041,346.78 3.04 1,346.78 3.04 1,346.78 3.04 1,346.78 3.04

6 Earnings per share in rupees:
(Quarterly Not Annualised)

- Basic (in `) (0.91) (0.16) (2.34) (1.15) (10.00) (0.34) (26.97) (2.27)(0.91) (0.16) (2.34) (1.15) (10.00) (0.34) (26.97) (2.27)
- Diluted (in `) (0.91) (0.16) (2.34) (1.15) (10.00) (0.34) (26.97) (2.27)(0.91) (0.16) (2.34) (1.15) (10.00) (0.34) (26.97) (2.27)

1 The above results were reviewed and recommended by the Audit Committee & approved by the Board of Directors of Kamdhenu
Ventures Limited at their respective meetings held on 30th January, 2023. The statutory auditors have carried out limited review of
the consolidated and standalone unaudited financial results for the quarter and nine months period ended 31st December, 2022 in
accordance with Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulation 2015 and have issued an
unmodified review report.

2 The Company got listing approval from BSE Ltd and National stock Exchange of India Limited on 20th January, 2023 and 2,69,35,500
equity shares of ` 5 each allotted pursuant to scheme of Arrangement got listed on 24th January, 2023.

3 The above is an extract of the detailed format of unaudited quarterly results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation
33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the unaudited
financial results are available on the Stock Exchange websites, www.bseindia.com, www.nseindia.com and on the company
website www.kamdhenupaints.com

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors of
Kamdhenu Ventures Limited

Saurabh Agarwal
Place: Gurgaon Managing Director
Date: 30th January, 2023 DIN: 00005970

New Beginnings
Newer Horizons

Kamdhenu Paints is focused on consistently evolving through newer
opportunities. We strive to become a one-stop solution for our clients’
infrastructure and construction needs. We endeavour to deliver a wide
range of standard and customised paints in Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tier 3 cities
through our state-of-the-art production facilities through 33 sales depots.
We aim to premiumize our product portfolio underpinned by our high-
precision equipment– exploring newer horizons with each new beginning.

KAMDHENU VENTURES LIMITED

CIN: U51909HR2019PLC089207
Regd.Office: 2nd Floor, Tower-A, Building No.9, DLF Cyber City Phase-III, Gurgaon-122 002
Phone no.: 0124-4604500 Fax: 0124-4218524
Email: cs@kamdhenupaints.com Website: www.kamdhenupaints.com

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,JANUARY31

TAKINGNOTE of the fact that a
witnessdidnotsupporttheclaim
madebythevictim,aDelhicourt
Tuesday grantedbail to Shankar
Mishra,whohasbeenaccusedof
urinating on a co-passenger
while inebriated onboard anAir
India flight betweenNewYork
andDelhi inNovemberlastyear.
Additional Sessions Judge

HarjyotSinghBhallagrantedbail
toMishraaftergoingthroughthe
statement of the passenger
seatednexttothecomplainantto
state that thewitness has "not
supportedtheclaimmadebythe
victiminherstatement,which,of
course,cannotalsobecompletely
brushedasideatthisstage…The
claim has, therefore, become
moreofamatterof trial”.
Mishra'slawyerAkshatBajpai

told The Indian Express, "We are
expecting our client to be re-
leasedlaterinthenight.Thecourt
has agreedwith themain argu-
mentsmade on the conduct of
theaccusedandthestatementof
witnesses inthiscase."
The court admittedMishra's

bail on furnishing a bail bond/
suretybondofRs1lakhwithone
suretyof thelikeamount.Hehas
beenaskednot to influencewit-
nesses in the case, tamperwith
evidenceor leavethecountry.
On theprosecution's opposi-

tion thatMishrawasa flight risk,
thecourtsaidthattheFIRwasreg-
istered after a delay of amonth
andfivedaysoftheincident.Itsaid
that following this, a very short

noticewas sent toMishra to join
theinvestigation,andnotjoining
the investigation at such a short
notice "cannotshowthatMishra
was trying to flee from judicial
process”.
"Itisbutnaturalforanyoneac-

cused of a cognizable offence to
be inastateofpanicandseekan
opportunitytobeabletoexercise
therightforseekinganticipatory
bailoranyotherremedythatmay
beavailable," thecourtsaid.
The court also noted that

thereisnoreportthattheaccused
triedtothreatenorintimidatethe
witnesses or the victim at any
stage. "Althoughthere isaclaim
that the accusedhas apologised
tothevictimintheflightandthat
subsequently he transferred
some money in her account,
whichwas later on returned, si-
multaneously, there is no un-
equivocalclaimthathehasbeen
trying to harass the victim after
theincident," thecourtsaid.
The prosecution had argued

thatMishrawas in a position to
influencethewitnessesandcom-
plainant.Mishra's lawyer, senior
advocateRameshGupta,hadar-
gued that the initial complaints
againsthisclienttotheairlineau-
thorities were over the reim-
bursementof ticketsand"noac-
tionhadbeensoughtagainstme”.

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON, JANUARY31

A FORMERUber employee has
beenbookedforallegedlycheat-
ing the companyof Rs 1.17 crore
by creatingmore than 388 fake
driver partner accounts and
fraudulently transferring the
moneytothoseaccounts,saidpo-
lice inGurgaononTuesday.
According to the police, a

complaintwas lodgedby an au-
thorised signatory of Uber India
Systems Private Limited in
Gurgaon against a former con-
tractor inSeptember2022.After

an enquiry by the economic of-
fences-2wingofGurgaonpolice,
acasewasregisteredagainsthim
onMonday.
Police said the complainant

stated that the accusedworked
asacontractorinthedriveroper-
ations team at its office onGolf
CourseRoadfromAugust2021to
December 2021. Hewas hired
through a vendor andwas re-
sponsiblefordriverarrearsfunc-
tion,which involvedhandlingof
arrearsdue fromdriverpartners
to Uber. He resigned on
December19,2021,saidpolice.
Police said that according to

the complaint, the accused al-

legedly created andplacednon-
genuinedriver partner accounts
ina companyspreadsheet. “This
wasnotapartofhisscopeofwork
and these accounts did not re-
quireanypaymentstobeapplied.
Internal enquiries by the com-
panyfoundthatthenongenuine-
driverpartneraccountswerecre-
ated inbulkand in191casesout
of 388, the IP addresseswhich
wereusedtocreatethesefakeac-
countsmatchedwith the IP ad-
dressesusedbytheaccusedtolog
into hiswork computer,” reads
theFIR.
TheFIRfurtherstates,“Of the

388 drivers, 345 had a phone

numberattachedtotheiraccount
andall345phonenumberswere
unique. Aside froma fewdupli-
cates,thenamesontheaccounts
were all different aswell. There
are 388 driver partner accounts
which receivedmoney fraudu-
lently and themoney had been
paid into18bankaccounts.Each
bankaccountwaslinkedtomany
fakepartneraccounts.”
Police said the accused al-

legedly used an internal auto-
mated tool to apply tags to the
driveraccounts,whichexempted
them from some of the com-
pany’s fraud rules designed to
preventfraudulentpayments.

“Wheneverthereisanegative
balance in a driver partner’s ac-
count, the company employees
orcontractorsmessagethedriver
partner to pay back the amount
duefromthem.Whenthedriver
partner pays themoney, a posi-
tive payment is applied to their
account to remove the negative
balance. The details of the posi-
tivepaymentstobeappliedtothe
accounts are uploaded to a
spreadsheetwhichisuploadedto
anUberPaymentToolthroughan
automated python script. This
uploadwouldaddapositivebal-
ance to the driver partner’s ac-
count to remove arrearswhich

wouldallowthemtodriveagain,”
addedthecomplainant.
Police said the alleged fraud

wasdetectedaftertheaccusedre-
signedfromthecompany.Asen-
iorpoliceofficersaid,“Aprobehas
beeninitiated.Theaccusedisyet
tobearrested.”
A spokesperson of Uber de-

clinedtocommentonthecase.
AnFIRwasregisteredagainst

the accused under IPC sections
120-B(criminalconspiracy),408
(criminalbreachof trustbyclerk
or servant), 420 (cheating) and
477-A (falsification of accounts)
atSushantLokpolicestation,said
police.

OVERFIVEMONTHS

Ex-Uber employee booked ‘for embezzling
Rs 1 crore bymaking fake driver profiles’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JANUARY31

WEEKSAFTERanIITstudentdied
in a car accidentwhile crossing
the road, the Public Works
Department (PWD)hasdecided
to open the subway round the
clock toprovidesafecrossing for
studentsfollowingtherequestof
IITDelhi.
Thesubwaysituatedbetween

theIITgate1andtheSDAmarket
remainsshutafter10pm,forcing
the students to cross the busy
road. All subways in Delhi are
open to the public from6am to
10pm.
However,followingthedeath

ofanIITDelhiPhDscholar,thein-
stitute requested the PWD to
openthesubwayroundtheclock.
“Thesecurityof IITrequested

ustoopenthesubwayallnightas
studentsoftengototheSDAmar-

ket. Due to anti-social elements,
wecloseallsubwaysatnight.But
here, the studentmovement is
frequenteventill2-3am.These-
curity teamassuredus theywill
deployasecurityguardinsidethe
subwaytoensurestudents’safety.
So,wehavegivenpermissionbut
othersubwayswillstayclosedaf-
ter10pm,”saidaseniorPWDof-
ficial.

Student’s death: After IIT
push, subway set to open

IIT-DhadrequestedPWDto
openthesubway24x7

Shankar Mishra
gets bail as court
takes note of
‘contradictions’

MALAVIKAPRASAD
NEWDELHI,JANUARY31

THEDELHIHigh Court Tuesday
transferred toanotherHCbench
apleathatsoughtquashingofre-
ports by "private and extrajudi-
cial commissions" pertaining to
violencethatoccurredduringthe
2020NortheastDelhiriots.
A division bench of Chief

Justice Satish Chandra Sharma
andJusticeSubramoniumPrasad
observedthatmatterspertaining
to the same controversy are as-
signedtoDivisionalBench-II,and
thereafterdirectedthetransferof
thepleatothesaidbench,which
is headed by Justice Siddharth
Mridul. Thematter is next listed
onFebruary10.
TheCentralgovernmentinits

affidavit dated September 19,
2022,hasinformedthecourtthat
this“sinisterpractice”hasnowbe-
comeanormwherein after cer-
tain crimes, a "motivatedmali-
cioussinisterdeviceiscreatedby
certain vested interest individu-
als, private organisations, NGOs,
etc to giveoffencepolitical/com-

munalflavourofbeingbackedby
thegovernmentof theday,help-
ingaparticularcommunity"and
discreditingthestatutoryinvesti-
gationthatishappening.
The Centre has alleged that

these "private organisations first
create a socialmedia stormand
generateabiasednarrativeaccus-
ing thegovernmentof being the
mastermind of such offence
against said particular commu-
nity/caste". The narrativemeta-
morphsintoanationaldebateby
a sectionof themedia and social
mediainfluencerswhosharethe
samevested interest andmostly
operateunregulated, itsaid.
The affidavit states that to

generate a negative public opin-
iononthebasisof the"fake,false
or half-true facts", these private
organisationsconstitute"private
and extrajudicial commissions"
headed by retired bureaucrats,
constitutional functionaries or
self-proclaimed activists who
have personal associationwith
suchprivateorganisations.
Itsaidthatbasedonthefake,

falseorhalf-truefactspresented
beforeit,theseprivateandextra-

judicial commissions enter into
aso-calledprocessof"collecting
and recordingevidences to give
itafaçadeofstatutoryinquiryor
investigation".“Afterconducting
such exercise, (they) come out
withacompletelybiasedreport
which in most of the cases is
found to be a report acting as a
cover-uptotheoffenceandpor-
trayingrealaccusedasvictimsof
the crimes and real victims the
accusedof crimes,” theCentre’s
affidavit said.
The Centre's affidavit is filed

in support of the public interest
litigation moved by one
Dharmesh Sharma,who alleges
that his family-run school in
Delhi's Mustafabad area was
burned down during the 2020
Delhiriots.Hesoughtquashingof
differentreportspreparedbythe
Delhi Minorities Commission
(DMC), Amnesty International,
Human Rights Watch and
CitizensandLawyersInitiativeon
the riots. He has also sought
quashing of an inquiry panel set
up by an organisation called
Constitutional Conduct Group.
Sharmahasclaimedthatreports

publishedby theDMCaswell as
otherorganisationsaremislead-
ing, biased and impede the due
processof law.
TheCentresaidthesereports

have ignored that Delhi Police
acted in a fairmanner andmore
than750FIRswereregisteredand
threeSpecialInvestigationTeams
weresetuptoensureafairinves-
tigation. The Centre has alleged
thatthe"toneandtenorofthere-
portsisbiasedtoswaythepublic
opinion in favour of a particular
community".
On the fact-finding commit-

tee constituted by DMC, the
Centresaiditwassetuptosenda
wrongmessageonthelawfulac-
tions against the Delhi Police.
Referring tostatements fromthe
DMCreportwhichsaidthat"Delhi
is suffering fromviolencebypo-
lice and goons against peaceful
protestorsagainstCAA/NRC",the
Centre said it haddrawn its con-
clusions at the outset acting in a
premeditatedmanner.TheCentre
assailed the jurisdiction of the
DMCtocarryoutthefact-finding
exercise,statingtheDMCActdoes
notempowerittodoso.

‘Biased narratives... to favour particular
community’: Centre on riot commissions

Mishrawas
sent to
judicial
custodyon
January7

New Delhi
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Associatedwiththeanti-corruptionmovementhelmedbyAnnaHazareandArvindKejriwal, ShantiBhushanwasamong
thefirst fewmembersofAAPandactedasaguide for thethenfledglingparty.Archive

JATINANAND&
MALLICAJOSHI
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

FROM ITS foundingmember to
a fierce critic, former union law
minister and Rajya Sabha MP
Shanti Bhushan’s stintwith the
Aam Aadmi Party may have
lasted only three years, butwas
instrumental in paving theway
for theparty’s arrival on thena-
tional stage.
The97-year-old,whopassed

awayTuesday,hadfamouslydo-
natedRs1crore to theparty the
dayitwasfounded,inNovember
2012. But that was not all.
Associatedwiththeanti-corrup-
tionmovementhelmedbysocial
activist AnnaHazare andDelhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal,
Bhushanwasamongthefirstfew

members of AAP and acted as a
guideforthethenfledglingparty.
“Shockedandpainedtohear

this news. The country has lost
oneofthegreatestlegalluminar-
ies of our times. God bless his
soul,” Kejriwal tweeted on
Tuesdaynight.
Thosecloselyassociatedwith

AAP say Bhushan’s association
with theanti-corruptionmove-
ment in 2011 and subsequently
with the AAP extended to the
initialdaysofthe49-daygovern-
ment that the party formed in
Delhi in2013.
“Hewas an active part of all

key meetings held initially,
where the party’s constitution
andstructurewerediscussed.He
wasanacelawyerwithimmense
respectinlegalcircles,alsoguid-
ing the party in legal positions
and issues related to its main

plankof anti-corruption,” said a
formerseniorpartymember.
TensionsarosewhentheAAP

decidedtoformthegovernment
inDelhiin2013withoutsidesup-
portfromtheCongress.“Bhushan
wasagainstthedecisionofform-
ingaminoritygovernmentwith
Congress support. Thatwas the
first timeKejriwal and Bhushan
disagreed strongly on an issue,
butdifferenceswereresolved,es-
peciallyaftertheformerdecided
to stepdownasCMover the Jan
Lokpal Bill being introduced in
theAssembly,”saidapartyman.
In 2015, Bhushan praised

BJP’sdecisionto fieldKiranBedi
asitschiefministerialcandidate.
He also said AAP needed a “re-
orientation”andseemedtohave
forgottentheprinciplesitbegan
with.
“Verysadtohear.Mysincere

condolences,” said Bedi on
Tuesdaynight.
Justweeksearlier,partyinsid-

erssay,he,PrashantBhushanand
Yogendra Yadav had raised ob-
jections over the selection of
some candidates for the 2015
Delhi assemblyelections. Some,
but not all, candidates were
changed, and many won the
polls. Kejriwal had at the time
saidthedisagreementwasanex-
ampleof “internaldemocracy”.
After AAP came to power

with 67 out of 70 seats, the dis-
tance between the two factions
grewwider, with Prashant and
Yadav being expelled from the
party later thatyear.
“Shanti Bhushanwas aman

who never minced his words,
which is why he was always a
misfit in politics,” said one AAP
leader.

Hospital told
to terminate
rape victim’s
pregnancy

ARNABJITSUR
NEWDELHI,JANUARY31

ADAY after 35-year-old Jyoti, a
mother of three, was shot dead
byanunidentifiedassailant,her
children rued the loss of some-
one whowielded the dual re-
sponsibilityof takingcareof the
houseandearningtofulfilevery-
one’sneeds.
At her house in Nihal Vihar,

her14-year-olddaughtertoldThe
IndianExpress:"Mymotherused
todropmeandmytwoothersib-
lings to school on her scooter in
themorning before leaving for
her job at 1 pm and returning
around6pm. Shewas the back-
boneofourfamily.”
Jyoti startedworkingasade-

livery agent at Flipkart around a
month ago. Before this, she
workedasadomestichelpinsev-
eral houses in the locality. She is
survived by a husband, two
daughters aged16 and14, and a
nine-year-oldson.
Said her daughter, "She re-

cently tookup the jobof adeliv-
eryagentasshewasnotsatisfied
withmoneygiventoherasado-
mestichelp.Myfatherworksata
plasticmanufacturing company
andcan’tsinglehandedlyrunthe
familyandpayourschoolfees."

DCP (Outer) Harendra Singh
said they received a call from
SehgalHospitalregardingthead-
missionof thewoman,whowas
declared dead on arrival. He
added that on enquiry, it was
found that around 7:15 pm on
Monday,while Jyoti was riding
backtoherhousefromVikasPuri
side on theOuter Ring Road to-
wards Peeragarhi, an unknown
person shot her near Outer
Delhi'sMeera Bagh traffic signal
andfledthespot.
TheDCPaddedthatwhenpo-

licereachedthespot, thescooter
wasnotpresentatthelocation.A
caseunderIPCsection302(mur-

der)hasbeen lodgedatPaschim
ViharPoliceStation.
"We have got no concrete

leads so far. Themotive can be
fallingoutwithafriendaswesus-
pectthattheaccusedandthevic-
timkneweachother.Wearealso
trying to ascertain what hap-
pened to the scooter," an officer
said,addingthatthehusbandtoo
hasbeenquestioned.
Herhusband,Deepak,38,said

the family depended on Jyoti,
bothemotionallyaswellasfinan-
cially. "Not a lot ofwomenwork
as delivery agents butwhenmy
wife decided to switch jobs,my
relatives or I did not stop her. I

know she is a hardworking
woman and can ably go around
thecitydeliveringparcels. I leave
formy factory around9pmand
sheistheonetopacktiffinforme
andmychildrenanddropeachof
themtoschool.”
"Onecanaskanyoneinthelo-

calityaboutherorthehousesshe
hasworkedin.Shewasonlyboth-
eredaboutherworkandnothing
elsematteredtoher,”hesaid.
Jyoti's brother Lalit said she

wastheeldestofhisthreesisters,
and all the siblings followedher
exampleandconsideredhertheir
mentor."Shedidnothavealotof
degrees but was doing all she
could to give my nieces and
nephewabrightfuture,"hesaid.
Her eldest daughter said:

"WhenIlastspoketoher,shesaid
thatsheisbringingediblesfroma
nearby shop like she always did
whenreturningfromwork.Afew
minutes laterwe received a call
regardingherdeath.”
A senior police officer said

they are examining CCTV
footageacross theentirestretch
wheretheincidenttookplaceto
tracewhere the accusedmight
have fled or whether he came
with another accomplice on a
two-wheeler."Wehaven'tfound
anywitness to the shooting so
far,” theofficer said.

GAYATHRIMANI
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

AHEADOFtheG20Summit, the
Delhi Chief Secretary has di-
rected the Public Works
Department (PWD) and the
Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board (DUSIB) to
demolish the slum situated on
BhaironMarg, opposite Pragati
Maidan, and shift residents to
nearbyshelterhomes,TheIndian
Express has learnt. The plan,
though, has run intoopposition
from Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, who has asked
thePWDnottogoaheadwithit.
TheG20Summit,tobeheldat

the Pragati Maidan ITPO in
September,willhaveforeigndel-
egates and dignitaries in atten-
dance. Slum dwellers have al-
readybeenservedevictionnotice.
Sources said ameetingwas

heldonJanuary25attheCS’sof-
fice, attended by DUSIB and
PWD officials, who were di-
rectedtorehabilitate the inhab-
itants of the slum. The upcom-
ing G20 found a mention,
sources said, adding that direc-
tions to demolish a slum at
DhaulaKuanwerealsogiven.
“The slumis located just op-

posite Pragati Maidan’s gate 1
and foreign dignitaries will be
visiting the stretch. It is PWD
landandslumdwellershaveille-
gally encroached on the area,"
said a government official, re-
questinganonymity.
Sources said the CS directed

DUSIBtoconductastudyandsub-
mitareporttothePWDwithalist
ofnightshelters.“Thereisnoshel-
terhomenearby.However, there
are twonight shelters inDwarka
andGeetaColony,wherearound
300 and200persons canbe ac-
commodatedrespectively. DUSIB
submitted the report on January
27,”saidagovernmentofficial.
Sources said that on January

28,PWDissuedevictionnotices,
askingthemto“demolish”their
jhuggisandvacatetheareain15

days, failingwhich theywill be
removedwiththehelpofpolice
andbeshifted tonight shelters.
Chief Secretary Naresh

Kumar did not respond to
queries seekingacomment.
ThePWD,though,isinatight

spot as Deputy Chief Minister
ManishSisodiahasaskedthede-
partmenttowithdrawthenotice
andnotdemolish theslum.
An order by Sisodia reads:

“Whereas,thereisaprocedurefor
removal/demolition/relocation…
as per the Delhi Slum and
Rehabilitation and Relocation
Policy, 2015 for jhuggis inNCTof
Delhi. PWDhas issued a ‘notice’
dated28.1.2023fortheremovalof
jhuggis at BhaironMarg in front
ofgatenumber1,PragatiMaidan,
NewDelhi. The said ‘notice’ has
been issued contrary to thepro-
cedures laid down in the policy.
Further,thenoticehasbeenissued
withoutapprovalof theminister
in-charge(PWD),"readstheorder.
“Itisfurtherdirectedthatany

order/notice regarding removal
or relocation of jhuggis shall be
issued in future only after fol-
lowingdueprocedureasperthe
policyandalsoafterapprovalof
theminister. This order shall be
strictlycompliedwith,” it reads.
“The PWD is in a fix… The

department will convey the
Deputy CM’s orders to the CS

andseekhisdirections,” saidan
official.

‘Wherewill we go?’
Meanwhile,sittinginsideher

jhuggiwitha roofmadeof plas-
tic,proppedupbywoodensticks,
LaxmiChauhansaid,“Iamasen-
iorcitizen,livingwithmydaugh-
ters. PWD staff came two days
agoandpastedevictionnoticeon
ourdoors, askingus to vacate in
15days.Wherewillwego?Ihave
beenlivingherefor20years,and
weearn justRs100-200aday.”
Preethi Kumari (25) said, “I

havetwochildren,aged2and8.
The latter has exams soon.We
have livedhere all our life. They
tolduswewill be sent toashel-
ter home in Geeta Colony, that
tooforthreemonths.Whathap-
pensafter that?”
Anotherresident,Geeta,said,

“One of my daughters cannot
walk. There are children here
studying for Board exams.We
worknearbyandourchildrengo
to school here. If officials think
our presence here paints a bad
picturetoforeigners,theyshould
provide uswith a pucca house.
Or they can use a tin shed and
coverour jhuggis.”
The slum is home to 300-

pluspersons,whoclaimtohave
been living here for three
decades.

Flipkart delivery woman, mother of 3:
Jyoti’s murder leaves family in disarray

Class XII student stabbed to death by boys

Jyotiwithherhusbandandtheir16-year-olddaughter

DEPUTYCMOPPOSEDTOMOVE

Near PragatiMaidan,
venue for G20, slum
gets eviction notice

TheslumsituatedonBhaironMarg. Express

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

FOLLOWINGAfightinSoutheast
Delhi’s Kalkaji, an 18-year-old
boy was stabbed to death, al-
legedly by a group of boys, on
Monday,policesaid,addingthat
thevictim,Mohan,wasaclass12
student at agovernment school
in Kalkaji. He along with his
friendswas in the parkwhen a
scuffle ensued with another
groupofboysallegedlyovertalk-
ing toagirl, saidpolice.
According to police, one of

theaccusedallegedlypulledout
aknifeandstabbedMohanmul-
tiple times in the chest. Though
the accused have been identi-
fied,noarresthasbeenmadeyet.
Senior police officers refused to
commentonthematter.

Around2.30pmonMonday,
policereceivedacallatKalkajipo-
lice station. Esha Pandey, DCP
(Southeast), said, “Wewere told
that the boy was admitted to
Purnima Sethi Hospital with a
stabinjuryinthechest.Acasewas
registeredimmediatelyasthein-
jurieswereserious.Aftertheboy
wasdeclareddead,weregistered
amurdercase. Ithascometoour
noticethattherewasaquarrelbe-
tween two groups near a park
wherein the boy sustained in-
juries. We are checking CCTVs
andconductinganinquiry.”
After the incident, all the

boysfled,saidpolice.Localstook
Mohantoahospital.
Heissurvivedbyhisparents,

three brothers, and a sister. His
family said the boy had gone to
hisschool forexams,but theac-
cused allegedly caught and

stabbedhim.
Thefamilywaspreparingfor

their daughter’s wedding on
February6whentheyreceiveda
call about the stabbing incident.
Geeta,Mohan’smother,said,“He
went to school for his physical
educationexam.Hewasgoingto
helpwiththeweddingprepara-
tions.Mysonnevergot intoavi-
olent fight.Wewere shocked to
seethebody.Howcansomeone
stab a child like this? Iwant ac-
tionagainstall theaccused…”
His brother Gautam said he

wasatanelectronicsstorewhen
hewasinformedabouttheinci-
dent. “Before I knewwhat was
happening,mybrotherhadsuc-
cumbedtohisinjuries. Ispoketo
the school authorities. Mohan
wascomingoutof schoolwhen
a group of boys started fighting
withhim.He triedescapingbut

they hadweapons and stabbed
him.Howcanknivesbeallowed
near the school?Wewant jus-
tice.My brotherwas innocent,”
hesaid.
Thefamilysaidtheyarenow

preparing forMohan’s last rites
insteadof theirdaughter’swed-
ding.
DCP Pandey didn't respond

tothequeriesabouttheincident
andarrests.
Thisisthethirdincidentover

the past two weeks where a
teenagerwas stabbed to death.
On January 22, 18-year-old
Harsh from Sanjay Colonywas
allegedly thrashed and stabbed
to death by a group of boys in a
snatchingbid.OnJanuary29,an-
other 18-year-oldwas allegedly
stabbed by aman after the ac-
cused suspected him of having
anaffairwithhiswife.

PAVNEETSINGHCHADHA
GURGAON,JANUARY31

DAYSAFTER theGurgaonpolice
conducted a raid at the Casa
Danza nightclub in Gurgaon’s
UdyogVihar, following a “secret
input”abouta“raveparty”,senior
officers said theyhavewritten to
theexcisedepartmentinHaryana
tocanceltheclub’slicence.
The management of Casa

Danza declined to comment on
thematter.
“Wehavewrittentotheexcise

commissionertocanceltheclub’s
licence.Wehave attached con-
tentsof theFIRanddetails of the
narcoticsrecovered.Sincetheraid,
theclubhasbeenshut.Noarrests
havebeenmadesofarandaprobe
has been initiated,” said apolice
officer,requestinganonymity.
Around2amonSaturday,sev-

eralpoliceteams,includingthree
ACPs, and a team from the chief
medicalofficer’sofficehadraided
the club. During the raid,which
lastedoverfivehours,bloodsam-
plesof288peoplewerecollected
attheclub.Policehadsaidthatno
narcotics had been recovered
fromanyone’s personal posses-
sion.
Police, however, added that

since therewas a suspicion that
people at the clubhad allegedly
consumedanarcotic,contraband
or apsychotropic substance, the
blood samples of all party-goers
hadbeen taken. After sampling,
duringasearchoftheclubprem-
ises, 10.67gramcharas, 6.3gram
heroin, 6.3 gram cocaine, 3.67
gramMDMA,2.2grammarijuana
in packets, and some suspicious
tabletswere recovered from the
premises,policehadsaid.
PoliceTuesdaysaidtheyhave

sent the blood samples to the
forensic science laboratory for
testing and are awaiting the re-
ports.“Afterthetestreportsarere-
ceived, necessary action shall be
takenaccordingly.Weareexam-
ining theCCTV footage to ascer-
tain if someonehaddisposedof
the narcotics at the premises or
theywere being supplied at the
club,”saidthepoliceofficer.

Police push
to shut
Gurgaon
club raided
recently

ARNABJITSUR
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

KEEPING INmind the possible
risk of attacks on prison in-
mates and their interaction
with outsiders for nefarious
means, the Delhi Prisons au-
thority has proposed perma-
nently stopping physical pro-
duction of prisoners before
courts and instead setting up
morevideoconferencing facili-
ties throughout the three city
prisonsfor thepurpose,officers
said.
Sources privy to the devel-

opment told The Indian Express
that several discussions have
beencarriedout regardingsafe
passage of high-risk prisoners
or dreaded gangsters lodged in
jail to courts across Delhi-NCR
for physical production.
“It takes unnecessary man-

powerandtimetoescortapris-
oner for physical hearings and
canalsopossibly lead to the in-
mate interacting with several
outsiders in court where they
pass chits and interactwith ac-
complices for nefarious pur-
poses… Often, rival gangsters
also come to court hearings
whichcanleadtolawandorder
problems,” a senior jail officer
said.
In September 2021, jailed

gangster Jitender Maan alias
Gogi, lodged in a Haryana jail,
was shot dead by assailants of
rival TilluTajpuriyagang inside
theRohinicourtpremiseswhile
he was being produced before
the judge. The attackers had
posed as lawyers.
All threecityprisons–Tihar,

Rohini andMandoli – are now
planning to augment their
video-conferencing facilities
and install them in eachprison
wardof the 16 jails.
“Currently, there is a poly-

comvideoconferencingfacility
and5-10Webexfacilities inside
each of the 16 jails of the three
prisons…Once the proposal is
accepted, we will upgrade our
ITstructureandareplanningto
have such facilities installed in
each prisonward,” the jail offi-
cer added.
Outof16total jails, thereare

nineinTihar, six inMandoliand
one in Rohini. “Every jail has
around six-seven wards de-
pending on the size of the jail,
which is further divided into
barracks. Barracks are further
divided into cells where high-
security prisoners are lodged,”
the officer said.
Another jailofficer, request-

ing anonymity, said: “This will
reduce the number of interac-
tions of the inmates so that he
or she doesn’t get an opportu-
nitytohatchanescapeoramis-
chievous activity… It will also
help save manpower and sub-
sequent cost in escorting them
totherelevantcourt…Wehave
currently put the proposal to
the Delhi government and are
still awaiting anod.”
Director General (Prisons)

Sanjay Beniwal said the pro-
posal, once accepted, will be
highly efficient and will allow
for safe escorting of prisoners.
“It is on the higher authorities
to give a go-ahead butwehave
already started upgrading our
IT infrastructure to ensure a
hassle-freeprisonmanagement
system,” Beniwal said.

Delhi prisons want to
stop physical court
visits for inmates

MALAVIKAPRASAD
NEWDELHI,JANUARY31

THEDELHIHigh Court Tuesday
directed theSafdarjungHospital
medical board to terminate the
pregnancy of aminor victim of
sexual assault, who is pregnant
over25weeks,onWednesday.
AsinglejudgebenchofJustice

PrathibaSinghinteractedwiththe
medical boardwho joined the
proceedings throughvideo con-
ferencing.TheHCaskedtheboard
if theminorwas examined and
wentontostatethatsheisonly13
years old andwill not be able to
raisethechildifterminationisnot
done.OnMondaytheHChaddi-
rected theboard to examine the
minorandapprisethecourtofthe
risksinvolvedincontinuationand
terminationofthepregnancy. The
medicalboard informedthecourt
that therewill be risk if the girl
continueswith thepregnancyor
evenif it is terminated.Thecourt
was informed that termination
will be first attemptedbymedi-
cines, and if unsuccessful, they
willresorttosurgery.
After interacting with the

board, theHCobserved, that "it
appearstherearerisksinvolved...
in the terminationof pregnancy
as also in continuing". The court
considered that theminor girl is
"only13yearsoldandisstatedto
be a victimof sexual assault and
an FIR has already been regis-
tered"andthatshedoesnotwish
to carry onwith the pregnancy,
notingthatthegirl’smotherwho
washer legal guardianhad con-
firmed this stand. “...Keeping in
mind interest of the life of peti-
tioner,hertenderage,education,
and... social circumstances, even
thoughgestationalperiodismore
than25weeks,thiscourtisofthe
opinion thatpregnancy is termi-
nated,”theHCsaid.

All threeprisons inthe
city–Tihar,Rohiniand
Mandoli–areplanning
toaugmenttheir
video-conferencing
facilities

Shanti Bhushan and AAP – from
Rs 1 cr ‘seed money’ to strained ties

RanaAyyub’s
case:SC
reserves
orderonplea
NewDelhi: The Supreme
Court Tuesday reserved
itsorderonapleabyjour-
nalist Rana Ayyub chal-
lenging the proceedings
before a court in Uttar
Pradeshinamoneylaun-
dering case against her
for allegedly misusing
charity funds. Abenchof
VRamasubramanianand
JBPardiwala reserved its
verdict with Ayyub con-
tendingthatshehad“not
fraudulently induced
anyonetopartwith their
money” andquestioning
themotives of the com-
plainant and the
EnforcementDirectorate
asserting that it hadonly
gone strictly by the
charges against her and
not thecomplainant.

6,112teachers
appointedfor
schoolsrun
byDelhigovt
New Delhi: As many as
6,112 new teachers have
been appointed in Delhi
government schools in
four months, and an-
other 2,200 will be ap-
pointed by March, L-G
House officials said
Tuesday.Officialssaidthe
vacancieshadbeenfilled
between two review
meetings revolving
around status of vacan-
cies in the educationde-
partment chaired by the
L-G – on September 16
last year and Tuesday –
through regular recruit-
ment by the Delhi
Subordinate Services
SelectionBoard .ENS
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Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

Cordially invites you to a Public
Lecture

on
The Indian Diaspora:

The Case of Indians in Japan
By

Dr. Rajaram Panda
Senior Fellow, NMML

Thursday, 2 February 2023 at 3:00pm
Venue:

Seminar Room, Library Buildng
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

All are Welcome.
Those wishing to have their names added to the email list may

please email us at:- ccs2nmml@gmail.com
Occasional Papers:

http://nehrumemorial.nic.in/publication

Video Links of Lectures:
https://www.youtube.com/user/nehrumemoriallibrary

davp 09142/12/0054/2223

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THEECONOMICSurveytabledin
Parliament on Tuesday lacks an
objective viewof the economic
situationas its focus seems tobe
on“lookingthroughtherearview
mirror”ratherthanlookingahead
and cautioning the government
about thepitfalls andhowtone-
gotiate them, senior Congress
leaderandformerUnionFinance
MinisterPChidambaramhassaid.
“TheSurveyseemstobelook-

ing through the rearviewmirror.
Itisnotlookingthroughthewind-
shield.Mostof it isrearviewmir-
ror.Whathappenedoverthelast
year,whathappenedoverthelast
fiveyears.Thatisusefulbutitcer-
tainlydoesnotgiveaninsightinto
whatwecanlookforwardto,”he
toldTheIndianExpress.
TheEconomicSurveyandthe

EconomicsDivision,theCongress
leader said, should have taken a
view fromoutside the govern-
ment. “For all said and done,
ArvindSubramaniandidthat.He
stepped aside and looked at the
economy. But this Economic
Surveyseemstobeaverydepart-
mental point of view. It doesnot
takeanobjectiveviewoftheecon-
omy,”saidChidambaram.
Forinstance,saidtheCongress

leader,theSurvey,afterlookingat
the rearviewmirror for 20-odd
pages,talksaboutthefactthatthe
impactofmonetarytighteningis
beginningtoshowinslowingeco-
nomicactivityandfactorssuchas
prolonged strains in supply
chains, heightened uncertainty
duetogeopoliticalconflict,slower
growth in economic output,
dampertradegrowth,riskstothe
current account balance, un-
favourable developments in the
currentaccountbalance,plateau-
ing export growth, slackening
global demand, depreciation
pressure on the currency, en-
trenchedinflation,andborrowing

costs remaininghigh. “Youhave
putallthenegativefactorsthatare
ahead of you in twoparagraphs
but then what are you saying
about how the government ac-
cording to you shoulddealwith
theseproblems?,”saidtheformer
Unionminister.
Arguing that Subramanian

hadmade a good beginning by
steppingasideandlookingatthe
government's performance on
theoutlook,hesaid,“Youcanob-
jectively say these are the things
thatneed tobedone. I don’t find
anywhereintheEconomicSurvey
whatshouldbedonetocounter-
act thenegative factors…That is
theproblemwiththissurvey.”
On thegrowthprojection, he

saidwhiletheSurveyhasquoted
theInternationalMonetaryFund’s
(IMF)growthforecastfortheyear,
ithasnottalkedabouttheprojec-
tions of the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) and the
UnitedNations(UN).
“Theworldeconomywillslow

down,major economieswill go
intoa recession, and the security
situationwillworsenin2023-’24.
Now, given these three almost
certain events, you (the CEA)
shouldadvisethegovernmenton
howdoyouminimisetheimpact
of these events andhowdoyou
takecountermeasures.Thatisnot
there,”saidChidambaram.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

New Delhi: The Comptroller
and Auditor General of India
(CAG)onTuesdaytookoverthe
chairmanshipofSAI20,agroup
of Supreme Audit Institutions
of theG20countries.
Inastatement,theCAGsaid

thataformalhandingovercer-
emony of the presidency of
SAI20fromSAIIndonesiatoSAI
India was held virtually on
Tuesday.BahtiarArif,Secretary
General, SAI Indonesia, for-
mally handed over the presi-
dency of SAI20 to Parveen
Mehta, Deputy Comptroller
and Auditor General (Deputy
CAG) who represented SAI
Indiainthemeeting,thestate-
ment said. ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

THE SUPREME Court Tuesday
postedpetitionschallengingthe
Electoral Bonds Scheme, 2018,
for hearing in the thirdweek of
March.
A bench presided by Chief

Justiceof IndiaDYChandrachud
notedthat thebatchofpetitions
raised three separate issues—a
challenge to electoral bonds,
whetherpoliticalparties should
be brought under the ambit of
the RTI Act, and amendments
madetotheForeignContribution
(Regulation)Act (FCRA).
The bench, also comprising

JusticePSNarasimha,decidedto
hear the three issues separately
andsaidwhilethepleaschalleng-
ing the schemewill be takenup
inthethirdweekofMarch,those
for bringing political parties un-
dertheRTIActwillbeheardinthe

first week of April and those
againsttheFCRAamendmentsin
themiddleofApril.
ThecourtaskedtheCentreto

file any additional affidavit, if it
wanted to, in thematter.
Thematterwasheardlaston

December 15, 2022, by a bench
presidedby JusticeBRGavai.
WhiletheCentrehadtermed

the scheme “a big step towards
electoralreform”which“willen-
sure transparency” and “ac-
countability”, petitioners con-
tendthat itaffects transparency
in political funding as it allows
parties not to disclose their an-
nual contribution reports to the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) and details of the identity
of those who have donated
throughtheElectoralBonds.
In April 2019, a three-judge

SCbench,inaninterimorder,di-
rectedpoliticalpartiesto"forth-
with" submit the details of the
bonds to theECI.

Chidambaram: Survey
seems to be looking
through rearview
mirror, not windshield

ECONOMICSURVEY

Nomentionofwhatshould
bedonetocounteract the
negative factors, says
former financeminister

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

CUTTINGACROSSpartylines,the
OppositiononTuesdayslammed
PresidentDroupadiMurmu’sfirst
address to the joint sitting of
Parliament.Maintaining that the
President’sspeechmadenomen-
tionofthechallengesthecountry
is facing, theysaid itwasa“laun-
dry list” of thegovernment’s “al-
legedachievements”.
Manyleaderscalleditan“elec-

tionaddress”,devoidofanymen-
tionofthestepsthegovernmentis
contemplating to control price-
rise, create jobs, strengthenfiscal
federalism, promote communal
harmony,andfacetheChineseag-
gressionattheborder.
WhileCongresspresidentand

Leader of Opposition in Rajya
SabhaMallikarjunKharge,who
couldnotattendParliamentafter
beingstuckinSrinagarduetobad
weather, said the President has
merelysaidwhatthegovernment
wantedher to say, his party col-
leagueManishTewari called the
speecha“laundrylist”ofgovern-
ment's“allegedachievements”.
“Thecompleteabsenceofany

reference to theborder situation
withChina, complete absenceof

anymentionof unemployment,
inflationandonotherchallenges
thatIndiaconfronts…showsthat
itwasnotaseriousexerciseinor-
der to informParliament about
the issues the country faces,”
TewaritoldTheIndianExpress.
“Article87oftheConstitution

states the purpose of the
President’sAddressexplicitly.Itis
toinformParliamentofthecauses
of its summons,” Tewari said. “It,
therefore,cannotbeaplatformto
articulate the alleged achieve-
mentsof thegovernment...”
Kharge said if the Centre's

achievements listed byMurmu
are true, thenpeople shouldnot
feelthepinchofinflationandun-

employment. Lok Sabha MP
ShashiTharoortoldnewsagency
ANIthattheaddresswasan“elec-
tion speech” trying topraise the
governmentforeverythingithas
doneandskippingthebitsithas-
n'tdonesowell.
BSP chiefMayawati tweeted

thatclaimsmadeinthespeechare
“not enough to console people
whosufferfrompoverty,inflation
andunemployment... Due to in-
ternalandeconomicpolicyofthe
government, there is absence of
[an] environment of peace, hap-
piness, prosperity anddevelop-
ment[forthepeople]...”
TrinamoolMPDerekO'Brien

tweeted, “As is convention,

President’s Address iswrittenby
GoI (Government of India). Any
line in speech about controlling
prices, creating jobs, strengthen-
ing(fiscal)federalism,promoting
communal harmony, passing
Women‘sReservationBill?”
AamAadmiPartyandBharat

Rashtra Samithi boycotted the
speechtoprotesttheCentre'sfail-
ures“onallfrontsofgovernance”.
CPI(M) floor leader in Rajya

SabhaElamaramKareemsaidthe
President’s speech has become
nothingmore thananarrativeof
the“corporateappeasementpoli-
cies of the BJP government”. He
said,“Inthe19-pagespeech,there
isnomentionofthewordworker
orlabour.Itdoesnotmentionany-
thing about our agriculture sec-
tor....Itpridesitselfonhavingasta-
blegovernment in theCentre for
twoconsecutivetermsandturns
ablindeyetounconstitutionalin-
terventions byGovernorsdesta-
bilisingstategovernments.”
CPI general secretary D Raja

saidBJPhasforgottenthebasicsof
Parliamentary democracy by
boastingofstabilityandforgetting
all responsibility. “The President
usedthewordstablethricetochar-
acterise the government but the
wordresponsibility couldnotbe-
comepartofherspeech,”hesaid.

Electoral bonds: Apex
court trifurcates pleas,
to hear issues separately

Opp slams Murmu address in joint
House session, calls it poll speech

PresidentDroupadiMurmuexchangesgreetingswithSonia
Gandhiassheleavesafteraddressingthejointsessionof
ParliamentonopeningdayofBudgetSessiononTuesday.PTI

CAG takes over
as Chair of G20
audit institutions

New Delhi



8
THEINDIANEXPRESS,WEDNESDAY,FEBRUARY1,2023

GOVT&POLITICS
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

COLLECTING MEMORIES
WITHTHE authorities expressing confidence that the new
Parliamentbuildingwillbereadysoon,andthatsittingswillbe
shifted there,manymemberswere a little emotional in the
CentralHallonTuesday.Assumingthatitwasthelasttimethey
weresittingforajointsessionintheCentralHall,manymembers
recalledtheirexperiencesintheoldbuilding.Thingswereatouch
more hurried for Agatha Sangma, Lok SabhaMP fromTura,
Meghalaya.With her state going to the Assembly polls on
February 27, Sangma will return to her constituency on
Wednesday. Shehas taken several photographs fromher seat
tokeepalivehermemoriesof thebuilding.

BUDGET BANDWAGON
THIS BEING the last full Budget before next year's General
Election,theBJPwantstogetthemostoutof it.Partypresident
JPNaddahas, thus, formedanine-membercommitteetorun
a campaign for discussion on the Union Budget between
February 1 and12. Sushil KumarModi, former deputy CMof
Bihar,hasbeenmadethecommittee'sconvenor.Thecommit-
teehelditsfirstmeetingonTuesdayanddecidedtoholdpress
conferences and conferences at 50 centres, including all state
capitals,acrossthecountry.Theideabehindthecampaignisto
taketheBudget'smessagetothemasses.

REEL DEAL
AFTER LAUNCHING its new voter awareness song— ‘Main
Bharat Hoon’ — on January 25, the Election Commission is
now trying to get young voters tomake Instagram reels fea-
turing the song. The songwas sung in12 languages bywell-
knownartistesandthemusicvideofeaturestopfilmstars.On
Tuesday, theECreachedouttofollowersonsocialmediaand
asked them tomake their own reelswith the song and tag-
ging theECaccount. This, it said,will help spreadawareness
of the“valueof onevote”.

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JANUARY31

A PUBLIC hearing held in
Chennai on the ambitious 'Pen
Monument' for late DMKpatri-
archMKarunanidhiintheBayof
Bengal, off theMarina beach in
thecity,witnessedheatedargu-
mentsbetweencertainpolitical
parties and activists opposing
theprojectandDMKfunctionar-
ieswhowantedthememorialto
comeupat theproposedsite.
TheRs80-croreproject,titled

'Muthamizh Arignar Dr.
Kalaignar PenMonument', was
proposedbyChiefMinisterMK
Stalin government to honour
Karunanidhi's contributions to
literature.Despitetheopposition
totheprojectonenvironmental
grounds, it isreportedlymoving
forwardasneither theAIADMK
nor theBJPhaveopposed ityet.
The first proposal with de-

tails on the 'Pen Monument'
came out in July 2022. What
makes it anambitiousproject is
itsdesign:agiantpenbuiltabove
thewater in the Bay of Bengal.
The pen’s pedestal would be
taller than 42metres, and sur-
roundedbylandscapedgardens.
Itwillbebuiltinthewateronthe
Marinabeachandconnected to
theexistingKarunanidhimemo-
rial on the seashore by a bridge
thatis650-metre-long.Theproj-
ect plan accessed by The Indian
Expressshows290metresof the
bridge would be over land —
Marina seashore — and the re-
maining 360metres would be
over the water. At the public
hearing, a senior PWD official
said fishingboatswouldbeable
tosailunder thebridge.
Even thoughmost people at

thepublichearing,mostlyDMK
members,supportedtheproject,
NaamTamilarKatchichiefcoor-
dinator Seeman and local BJP
cadres and their fishermen
wings opposed it. Seeman
climbed the stage during the
hearing and said he would
“break thestatue if itwasbuilt”.

Hesaidthemonumentcouldbe
built anywhere, “even in the
front yard of Anna Arivalayam
(the DMK's headquarters), but
not in the sea”. He said if the
project is executedaccording to
the plan, at least 13 fishing vil-
lageswill beaffected.
Aseniorgovernmentofficial

who coordinated the public
hearingsaidtheCentralgovern-
ment's approval for the project
isexpectedastherearenoobjec-
tions to it so far. A senior DMK
leader said, "Even theBJP is not
opposing it; only some fringe
groupsdo.”

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD, JANUARY31

EVENASthematterof develop-
ing Amaravati as the capital of
AndhraPradeshispendinginthe
SupremeCourt,AndhraPradesh
ChiefMinister Y S JaganMohan
Reddy on Tuesday reiterated
thatVisakhapatnamwouldsoon
becomethestatecapital.
Addressinginvestors inNew

Delhi at a preparatorymeeting
fortheGlobal InvestorsSummit
to be held in Visakhapatnam in
March, the CM said he would
also be shifting his office to the
port city.
“I am here to invite you to

Visakhapatnam,which is going
to be our capital in the days to
come. I myself will be shifting
there in themonths to come. I
am inviting you to the Global
InvestorsSummitthatweareor-
ganising at Visakhapatnam on
March3-4,”hesaid.
WhilethepreviousTDPgov-

ernment led by then Chief
Minister N ChandrababuNaidu
had acquired over 33,000 acres
of land fromfarmers todevelop
Amaravati as the state capital in
2015, Reddy, after coming to

powerin2019,proposedthees-
tablishment of three state capi-
talsaspartof “decentralisedde-
velopment”. He said Amaravati
would be the legislative capital,
Visakhapatnam the executive-
capital, andKurnool the judicial
capital.
InJanuary2020,Reddy'sgov-

ernment passed a Bill in the
Assembly scrapping theAndhra
Pradesh Capital Region
Development Authority
(APCRDA)Act,2014,passedbythe
thenTDPgovernmenttodevelop
Amaravatiasthecapitalcity.
It also passed the Andhra

Pradesh Decentralisation and
Inclusive Development of All

RegionsBill in2020.But thisBill
wasrepealedinNovember2021,
after farmerswhohad givenup
their land for developing
Amaravati filed petitions in the
AndhraPradeshHighCourt,un-
der the banner of the Rajdhani
RythuParirakshanaSamithi.
Without giving any time-

frame, Reddy, speaking on the
floor of the Assembly, had said
the government would come
out with a “comprehensive,
complete and better” Bill after
pluggingloopholesintheprevi-
ousversion.
On March 3 last year, the

Andhra Pradesh High Court,
whilehearing the farmers'peti-

tions, directed thestategovern-
ment to develop Amaravati as
envisaged under the APCRDA
Actof thepreviousTDPgovern-
ment, and set a deadline of six
months.
TheHCsaid thegovernment

shouldalsodeveloptheplotsal-
located to farmers in lieu of the
agricultural land that they gave
up, and hand it back in three
months. Besides infrastructure
facilities around the developed
plots,theHCsaidotherplanstoo,
suchasthedevelopmentofnine
theme cities -- knowledge city,
health city, electronics city,
tourism city, justice city, media
city, sportscity, financecity,and
government cityof Amaravati –
asenvisagedundertheAPCRDA
Act shouldbecarriedout.
The Reddy government,

however,challengedtheHC’sor-
der in the Supreme Court in
September last year. On
November 28 last year, the SC
stayed the HC's directions till
January31,2023,andsoughtre-
sponsesfromtheCentre,Andhra
Pradesh government, and
Rajdhani Rythu Parirakshanan
Samithi.While thematter was
listedonTuesday, theSCdidnot
hear thecase.

Will shift toVisakhapatnamsoon:CMReddy.Express

Amaravati case inSC, Jagan
saysVizag to beAndhra capital

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA, JANUARY31

AMIDTALKSthathe isalready in
touchwith the Bharatiya Janata
Party, JD(U)parliamentaryboard
chairman and MLC Upendra
Kushwaha onTuesdaydropped
clearsignalsofsplittingawayfrom
the JD(U) anytime now.
Kushwahasaidhewasaskingfor
his “share in theparty likeNitish
Kumar had asked from Lalu
Prasadbeforequitting JanataDal
in1994”.
Claiming that the party did-

n'tgiveduerepresentationtothe
extremely backward classes
(EBCs) despite his requests,
Kushwahaalsohintedat resign-
ingas theMLC.
Kushwaha,whohasbeenen-

gagedinawarofwordswithCM
Nitish Kumar and other senior
JD(U)leadersforsometimenow,
said:“WhenIjoinedJD(U)in2021,
thepartyhadtoamenditsconsti-
tution toappointmeparliamen-
taryboardchairman.ButIwasnot
givenanypower,noteventomake
someone a JD(U)member. The
parliamentary boardmembers
were never elected. For last two
years, I amoccupying a ceremo-
nial position... 'jhunjhuna' (a
child'srattle).”
Kushwaha said he had been

askingthepartybrassforarepre-
sentation to theEBCs at the sen-

iorlevel.“TheJD(U)nationalpres-
ident can correctmeor react if I
amwrong.Imadecertainrecom-
mendations during the last two
years butmy suggestionswere
neverconsidered,”hesaid.
Kushwaha, who had earlier

facedblistering attack fromsev-
eral JD(U) leaders for seekinghis
“share”, said:“Somepeoplehave
been reacting too sharply tomy
demandforsharefromtheJD(U).
JustasNitishKumarhadaskedhis
sharefromthenJanataDalleader
andCMLaluPrasadin1994, Iam
askingformyshare.”
ThoughKushwaha's charting

his own course had become a
foregone conclusion soon after
Nitishprojectedhisdeputyashis

successor about one-and-a-half
monthsago, the immediate trig-
gerwas the CM recently asking
Kushwahatomeetaseniorparty
leader.WhenKushwahaobjected
to notmeeting any leader other
thanNitish,hewasgiventimeby
theCMlittleoveramonthago.But
theCMdidnot respondtoanyof
Kushwaha’sdemands,itislearnt.
TheJD(U)hastheoptionofex-

pellinghimbut thatmaybenefit
only Kushwaha,who could fur-
therplayavictimcard.
Senior JD(U) leaderandBihar

minister Ashok Kumar
Choudhary,however,said:“What
is the contributionof Kushwaha
totheparty?Hehasnorighttoask
foranyshare.”

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, JANUARY31

THEASSEMBLYelectionprocess
inNagalandstartedoffonaslow
noteonTuesday,withnonomi-
nations being filed on the first
day.Allmajorpartieshaveyetto
finalise their listof candidates.
Thegazettednotifi-

cationfortheAssembly
election, scheduled for
February 27, was re-
leasedTuesday.Theno-
tificationofficiallykicks
off theelectionprocess,
but all major political
parties said theywere
still in theprocessof fi-
nalisingtheirlistofcan-
didates. The last date for filing
nominations is February7.
The Naga People’s Front

(NPF) said it would release its
candidatelistandelectionman-
ifestoonFebruary3.Whileparty
leader K Azo Nienu earlier told

TheIndianExpressthattheparty
wouldcontestbetween25to30
seats,hesaidTuesday,“Wehave
verygoodnumbers.Theyareon
the rise but are under scrutiny.
Thesecouldgodownaswell. So
we don’t know yet howmany
seatswewill becontesting.”
A BJP leader said the party

woulddistributetickets“inaday
or two”while the state
Congress’s election
committee met on
Tuesday to discuss the
matter.
The working com-

mittee of the Naga
National Political
Groups (NNPGs) — the
joint banner of seven
armedNagaoutfitsthat

joined the peace talks after re-
newed negotiations between
the Union government and the
NSCN (IM) in 2015— appealed
to prospective candidates on
Monday to refrain from filing
nominations.

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA, JANUARY31

IN A surprising turn of events,
Tripura CPI(M) state secretary
Jitendra Chaudhury Tuesday
saidtheCommunistpartyishav-
ingtalkswithTripuraADC’srul-
ing TIPRA
Motha and
said the two
parties are
hoping to
reach some
“understand-
ing” within
February 2,
which is the
last date for
withdrawal of nominations for
theAssemblyelection.
Weeks after the talks were

suspendedwith TIPRAMotha,
Chaudhary Tuesday cam-
paigned at Sabroom in South
Tripura,whereTIPRAMothadid-
n’t fieldanycandidate, andsaid,
“Mothahasfieldedcandidatesin
40 seats or so. TIPRA Motha
chairman calledme thismorn-
ingandsaidourvictoryiscertain
and TIPRA Motha supporters
wouldvote forme”.
Sources said Motha is not

looking for any formal alliance
withanypartysincenopartyhas
givenanywritten agreement to
Motha on its core Greater
Tipralanddemand.

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, JANUARY31

AHEADOF the Assembly polls,
bothnational parties in the fray
in Karnataka — the ruling BJP
and the opposition Congress —
seemtohavearrivedatthereal-
isation that the onlyway either
of themcanwinaclearmajority
isbyensuringthatthethirdforce
in the state, the regional Janata
Dal (Secular) party, is restricted
fromwinningmanyseats.
Inasignthatbothpartiesare

apprehensive of the 2023
Karnataka polls throwing up a
hungverdict, like in2004, 2008
and 2018, the BJP and Congress
are imploring voters not to vote
for the JDS. Over the last few
days, BJP and Congress leaders
have said at pre-election rallies
in twodifferent regions that the
JDS is the fly in the ointment to
theirprospects.
AtanelectionrallyinBelagavi

this weekend, Union Home
MinisterAmitShahmadeaplea
tomaximiseBJPwins in seats in
theregion,inordertoensurethe
party wins a clear majority. In
2004, 2008 aswell as 2018, the
BJPemergedasthesinglelargest
party inKarnataka,but fell short
of thehalfwaymarkof 113seats
in the 224-member Assembly,
forcingitintoapost-pollalliance
withtheJDSin2006,andinduc-
ingdefectionsin2008and2018,
toassumepower.
“The Congress and JDS look

like two different parties but I
want to tell the people of
Karnatakathateveryvotecastfor
the JDSwill ultimately go to the
Congress. Itwouldonlyhelp the
Congress achieve victory,” on
January 28 at the Belagavi rally
said, callingforBJPwinsinatleast
16of the18seats inthedistrict.
A day earlier, former

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah of
the Congress was heard asking
voters in theMandya region --
where the JDS had won seven
outof seven seats in2018—not
to support the JDS in the 2023
pollsandtochoosetheCongress.
“Last time, out of the seven

seats in this region you did not

give us even one seat. All were
won by the JDS. This time that
shouldnothappen.Willyoudoit
again?Youhavetogiveusfiveto
six of the seven seats in
Mandya,” Siddaramaiah said at
the Vokkaliga community
stronghold that consistently
backs former PM H D Deve
Gowda’s JDS.
“The JDS will not come to

power. Kumaranna (JDS leader
HDKumaraswamy) keeps say-
ing he will get 123. When we
were all togetherwe couldwin
only58seats.Theylaterfellto29.
If theywin 20 to 22 seats it will
be too much. Do you want to
trust them?”hesaid.
StateCongresspresidentDK

Shivakumar,whoisaVokkaliga,
also imploredMandyavoters to
shift their loyalty to the
Congress.
TheJDS,whichisplayingsafe

and hoping towin just enough
seats to force the BJP or the
Congress intoacoalitionwithit,
reacted angrily to Congress and
Siddaramaiah’s calls for the
Mandyavoterstoshifttheir loy-
alty to theCongress.
“TheyaresayingthatJDSwill

not come to power and so peo-
ple should not vote for us. The
factionalismintheCongresswill
not allow the party to come to
power.Theirleadersarenotable
to look into the faces of each
other.Theyhavenocapabilityto
controltheirownpartyandthey
are talking about my party,''
Kumaraswamy said. “We will
growtheJDSasanalternativeto
theBJPinthisstate.TheCongress
is fadingaway,'' he said.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY31

THEMAHARASHTRAstate cabi-
net onTuesday cleared thedeci-
sion to designate ‘Jai Jai
MaharashtraMaza’ as the state
anthem, which will now be
played alongwith theNational
Anthematallgovernmentevents.
Forthefirsttimesincethees-

tablishmentofMaharashtra as a
statein1960thatthegovernment

hasdeclaredanofficialstatesong.
Itsaidthestatesongwillplayatall
government programmes after
theNationalAnthem,whichwill
remain supreme.All schoolswill
alsoplaythestateantheminaddi-
tion to the daily prayer and
NationalAnthem.
Written by Raja Nilakanth

Bade, the song eulogising
Maharashtrawill officially be-
come the state song from
February19,markingthebirthan-
niversary of Chhatrapati Shivaji

Maharaj. The song comprising
twostanzasis1.41minuteslong.
The state cabinet has also

cleared the guidelines to be fol-
lowedbyplaying the state song.
The guidelines mandate that
commoncitizensmustremainin
alert positionswith exceptions
made for children, pregnant
women,sickindividuals,divyang
and senior citizens. State board
textbookswillalsocarrythestate
anthemfromnextyear.
The state government had

beenworking on finalising the
state anthemafter formation of
the new government. Till now,
around 11 states in the nation
have officially declared state
songs.Thesongwhichisalsore-
ferred to as Maharashtra Geet
was composed bywell-known
musician Shrinivas Khale and
sung by Shahir Sable before
Maharashtra's first CM, the late
YashwantraoChavan,when the
statecameintoexistenceonMay
1,1960.

‘If you build it, I will
break it’: Ruckus at
public hearing on TN
pen memorial in sea

Itwasproposed tohonour
Karunanidhi’s contributions
to literature

THEPROPOSED'Pen
Monument' isnotthe
first-of-its-kindprojectin
India.TheChhatrapati
ShivajiMaharajMemorial
projectof the
Maharashtragovernment
intheArabianSea,andthe
Thiruvalluvarstatuein
Kanyakumari,areafew
examples.The
Thiruvalluvarstatueis
builtonarockbedthat
lookslikeanislandbutthe
'PenMonument'needsa
largerartificialbaseto
raisetheseabedtothe
levelof thewater.Thisis
whymanygroupsareop-
posingtheproject,saying
thatitwillharmtheenvi-
ronmentinthesensitive
coastalwaters.
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Worried about hung
House, BJP & Cong
take aims at JD(S)

HDKumaraswamysays JDS
isanalternative totheBJP
andCongress is fading
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Seeking my share in JD(U) like
Nitish did from Lalu: Kushwaha

UpendraKushwaha inPatnaonTuesday. He allegedthat
hiscarwaspeltedwithstones inBhojpurdistrict. PTI

CPI(M) claims to
be in talks with
TIPRA Motha

‘Jai Jai Maharashtra Maza’ state anthem from Feb 19

No buzz on Day One
of nominations, parties
yet to name candidates
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COMPLETING 5-DAY CLIMATE FAST, HE BLAMES LADAKH L-G FOR ‘PUSHING YOUTH TOWARDS MILITANCY’

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR, JANUARY31

MAGSAYSAY AWARD winner
Sonam Wangchuk, who on
Monday completed a five-day
fast to safeguard the "glaciers,
mountains, land and people" of
Ladakh by demanding the re-
gion’s inclusionunder theSixth
Schedule of the Constitution,
looks deflated. A one-time
staunchadmirerofPMModiand
strong advocate of the 2019 ab-
rogation of Art 370 in the then
Jammu and Kashmir state, the
engineerandinnovator-turned-
climate activist today said that
the administration in Ladakh is

"tryinghardtosowseedsofmil-
itancy in thepeaceful region".
Wangchuk, who completed

his 'climate fast' at his institute
— the Himalayan Institute of
Alternative Ladakh— says see-
ing the current situation in
Ladakh,henowthinksLadakhis
werebetter-offaspartofthepre-
2019JammuandKashmirstate.
"I have been asked to sign a

bond... Three innocent teachers
ofmyschoolhavebeentakento
police station, so that they force
me to sign the bond. These tac-
tics are being employed by the
L-G sahib... I would say that L-G
sahib, you are working hard to
sow the seeds of militancy in
peacefulLadakh.Thewayyouth

havebeenkeptunemployedand
are being oppressed, this can
happen. But remember,wewill
not let thishappen,"Wangchuk

said in one of his video state-
ments. "I didn't think I would
eversaythis...wewerebetter-off
withJ&Kthantoday'sUT[Union

Territory]. I would also tell that
our tomorrow's UT would be
betterandgolden.”
The founding Director of

Students Educational and
Cultural Movement of Ladakh,
Wangchuk began his fast on
January26,RepublicDay.While
hewas originally scheduled to
hold the fast in the open at
KhardungLa—wheretempera-
tures drop to -40°C—hewasn't
allowed, and eventually organ-
ised the fast at his institute. On
Monday, the last day of the fast,
heorganisedasolarexhibition.
“Todayisthefifthandlastday

of my climate fast, for the safe-
guard of mountains, glaciers,
landandpeopleofLadakhunder

theSixthScheduleof the Indian
Constitution,”Wangchuksaidin
a video statement on Twitter.
“Sincemy climate fast has twin
purposes — to draw the atten-
tion of Hon’ble PrimeMinister
towardsLadakh,andtodrawthe
attentionofpeoplearoundIndia
andworldtolivesimpler,carbon
neutral lives—Iamputtingupa
solarexhibitionhere.”
He said the Leh administra-

tionhasputhimunderhousear-
rest,andareaskinghimtosigna
bond for his release. The terms
of the bond include that hewill
notcomment, issuestatements,
make speeches or hold/partici-
pate in any activity that is “re-
lated toLehdistrict”.

Sonam Wangchuk: We were better off with Jammu & Kashmir

SonamWangchukonthethirddayofhis five-dayclimate
fast to ‘saveLadakh’ inPhyangonJanuary28. PTI

New Delhi
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MANAGINGDIRECTORofAjanta
Manufacturing Private Limited
(AMPL)of OrevaGroup Jaysukh
Patelsurrenderedbeforeacourt
inMorbiTuesday in connection
with the bridge collapse case,
with theMorbi police arresting
himfollowinghis surrender.
Patelwaslistedasanabscond-

ing accused in the chargesheet
filedbypoliceonJanuary27.
Ajanta Manufacturing

PrivateLimitedwasresponsible
for the operation andmainte-
nance of the river inMorbi that
collapsedonOctober30lastyear
killing135people.
Patelsurrenderedbeforethe

court of Morbi chief judicial
magistratewhichhad issuedan
arrest warrant against him on
January13.
The Oreva Group MD is

among the 10 accusedwho are
facingchargesofculpablehomi-
cidenotamounting tomurder.
Earlier thismonth, Patelhad

moved the Morbi district and
sessions court seeking protec-
tionagainstarrest.
However, the court ad-

journedhisanticipatorybailplea
tillFebruary1aftertheprosecu-
tion sought time to file its re-
sponse to theapplication.
Meanwhile, seven other ac-

cusedhave filed freshbail appli-
cationsbeforeMorbidistrict and

sessionscourtonTuesdayafterfil-
ingof thechargesheet,whichare
duetobeheardonFebruary2.
Those who havemoved for

bail includethetwoAMPLman-
agers — Deepak Parekh and
Dineshbhai Dave, two ticket
clerks—MadevbhaiSolankiand
Masukhbhai Topiya, and three
security guards —Alpeshbhai
Gohil, Dilipbhai Gohil and
MukeshbhaiChauhan.
The Surendranagar-based

Devprakash Solution, the fabri-
cation firm’s proprietors,
Prakash Parmar and Devang
Parmar, the other two accused,
havenotyet filed forbail.
TheMorbicourthadrefused

tograntbail to thenineaccused
earlierinNovember2022,which
were filed prior to filing of the
chargesheet. They had subse-
quently moved Gujarat High
Court with bail pleas but had
withdrawnthesame.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JANUARY31

NATIONALSECURITYAdviserAjit
DovalmethisUScounterpartJake
Sullivan inWashingtonDC and
highlightedtheneedto“convert
intentionsand ideas intoactions
andspecificdeliverablesthrough
focused steps in a time-bound
manner”,sourcessaid.
Doval is in theUS to partici-

pate in the first high-level dia-
logueontechnologypartnership,
called Initiative on Critical and
EmergingTechnologies(iCET).
Announced during US

President Joe Biden and Prime
MinisterNarendraModi's bilat-
eraltalksinTokyoinMaylastyear,
the iCET is spearheaded by the
NationalSecurityCouncilsofboth
countries.
It focuses on strengthening

US-India partnership on tech-
nologies that will drive global
growth, bolster both countries'
economic competitiveness and
protect shared national security
interests.
Ahead of the meeting, the

two NSAs participated in a
roundtable organised by US-
IndiaBusinessCouncil(USIBC)of
theUSChambersofCommerce.
“iCET is about much more

thantechnologycooperation;it's
a platform to accelerate our
strategic convergence and pol-
icyalignment,” Sullivansaid.
During the roundtable, at-

tended among others by
Secretary of Commerce Gina
Raimondo, Sullivan highlighted
theworkaheadforbothgovern-
ments.

HesaidtheUSandIndiangov-
ernmentswanttoestablisha“list
offirsts”,"firstsinremovingbarri-
ers—onboth sides— to enable
greater ambition by all of you”.
“Secretary of Commerce
@GinaRaimondo andNSAsAjit
Doval and Jake Sullivan
@JakeSullivan46metrepsfromin-
dustry,academia&thoughtlead-
ers atRoundTableonCritical and
EmergingTechnologieshostedby
USIBC @USChamber. Detailed
disc.onbuildingaIndia-UStrusted
partner ecosystem,” the Indian
embassyintheUStweeted.
Sullivan highlighted how

iCET will accelerate the US'
strategictechnologypartnership
with India and advance the two
countries'shareddemocraticval-
ues. He also recognised the piv-
otal role that businesses, educa-
tors,andinvestorsplayandurged
theattendeestobeambitious in
deepeningbilateralbusinessand
academic ties. He asserted that
hewouldworkwithDovaltore-
movebarriersonbothsides.

SullivanandDovalaresched-
uledtomeetattheWhiteHouse
on Tuesday, along with their
high-powered delegations, for
the inaugural iCETdialogue.
AUSIBCstatementsaidDoval

andIndia'sAmbassadortotheUS
Taranjit Singh Sandhu high-
lightedIndia'sremarkablecapac-
ity for technology development
andabsorption,andemphasised
India'suseoftechnologynotonly
as an enabler of economic
growth but as an instrument of
social inclusion.
BothDovalandSandhucom-

mended the launch of the iCET,
given the natural complemen-
tarystrengthsof the Indianand
American economies and the
growing strategic convergence
between the twocountries.
Doval alsometUSChairman

oftheJointChiefsofStaffGeneral
MarkMilleyandhelda“fruitful”
discussion on various aspects of
India-USbilateralcooperation.

(WITHPTIINPUTSFROM
WASHINGTONDC)

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THREE PERSONS, including two
women, were killed and a 15-
year-oldgirlwas injuredwhena
pitinwhichtheywerecollecting
flyashcavedinnearanindustrial
area inSiltaraontheoutskirtsof
capitalRaipurinChhattisgarhon
Tuesdaymorning.
The girl was admitted to a

hospitalandshe issaidtobeout
ofdanger,policesaid.
The fourwere extracting fly

ash beneath the earth in the pit
at Sankra villagewhen the soil
aroundthemcollapsed,trapping
them under the debris, police
said. The incident took place
around11am. “Thecoal-likeash
is used by the villagers as cook-
ingfuel,”saidapoliceofficerfrom
Dharsiwapolicestation.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY31

ACCLAIMEDFILMMAKERAdoor
Gopalakrishnan on Tuesday re-
signed as the chairman of
Kottayam-basedKRNarayanan
NationalInstituteofVisualScience
andArts.
Gopalakrishnan’sresignation

cameaweekafter the institute’s
directorShankarMohanhadquit
inthewakeofallegationsofcaste
discrimination.Closeontheheels
ofGopalakrishnan’sdecision,em-
inent filmmakerGirishKasarvali
alsoquitasthechairmanoftheac-
ademic council of the institute,
whichhasChiefMinisterPinarayi

Vijayan as the president of the
governingbody.
Somestudentsoftheinstitute,

named after the first Dalit
Presidentof IndiaKRNarayanan,
had been on agitation since
December5,demandingousterof
Mohan.Under thebannerof the

Institute Students Council, they
hadalleged thatMohanhadun-
derminedthereservationnorms
foradmission in thecurrent aca-
demicyearandhaddiscriminated
against the staff on the basis of
caste. Alongwith the students, a
sectionof cleaning staff hadalso
joined the agitation, seeking re-
movalof thedirector.
Subsequently, the govern-

ment appointed a probe panel,
andMohan quit on January 21
daysafterthecommitteesubmit-
ted the report. Announcing his
decision to quit as the chairman
of the film institute,
GopalakrishnanonTuesdaysaid
he handed over his resignation
letter to the ChiefMinister. “The
allegations againstMohanwere

baseless.Hewas invited tohead
the institute in Kerala and then
shown the door after being in-
sulted.Thefilminstitutewasina
shamblesandMohanhad toiled
hard to convert it intooneof the
bestfilminstitutesinthecountry.
He had served as the director of
the International FilmFestival of
India and had headed Kolkata-
based Satyajit Ray Film and
Television Institutewithout giv-
ing room for any complaints,’’
saidGopalakrishnan.
“TheyhadallegedthatMohan

hadforcedsweepersbelongingto
Dalit community to clean toilets
athishome. There is not a single
Dalit among the sweepers. They
allbelongtoothercommunities,”
hesaid.

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, JANUARY31

TENWOMENandthreechildren
wereamong14peoplekilledina
fire that broke out on the third-
floor of amultistorey apartment
complexinJharkhand'sDhanbad
onTuesdayevening. Asmanyas
14peoplewithburninjurieswere
hospitalised, it is learnt.
According toofficials, the fire

broke out around 6 pm at
AshirwadTowerapartmentunder
theBankMorepolicestationjuris-
diction, andtheblazewasbrought
under control after anearly four-
houroperationinwhichnearly40
firetenderswereused.
Dhanbaddistrict administra-

tionsharedapressreleasestating
that the fire started on the third
floor.“Fourteenpeoplehavedied.
Allinjuredhavebeenrescuedand

hospitalised.”
Dhanbad Deputy

Commissioner Sandeep Singh
said: “A total of 14 deaths have
been confirmed so far; 10were
women, three children, andone
male.Wehavecompletedtheres-
cue and also done the combing.
Thefire-affectedareaofthebuild-

inghasbeencleared. Thosewho
gotinjuredareoutofdanger.”
DhanbadFireOfficerLaxman

Prasad said: “Asper theprelimi-
nary information based onmy
conversationwith the security
guardoftheapartmentcomplex,
an oil lamphad caused the fire.
However,we are still investigat-

ingtoverifyhisclaim.”
Prasad saidwhile somewere

charred to death,many died of
suffocation.
Fourdaysago,fivepersons,in-

cluding a doctor couple, were
killed in a fire at anursinghome
inthedistrict.
Prime Minister Narendra

Moditweeted,"Deeplyanguished
by the lossof livesdue toa fire in
Dhanbad.My thoughts arewith
thosewho lost their lovedones.
Maytheinjuredrecoversoon.”He
announcedexgratia of Rs2 lakh
fornext tokinof eachvictimand
Rs50,000toeachinjured.
In a tweet, Jharkhand Chief

MinisterHemantSorensaid:“The
deathofpeopleinDhanbadfireis
extremelyheart-wrenching. The
districtadministrationisworking
onwar footing and treatment is
beingprovidedtotheinjured.Iam
personallymonitoringit.”

Firefighters try todousetheflamesat themultistorey
building inDhanbad, Jharkhand,onTuesday.PTI

INDIA-USTECHPARTNERSHIPDIALOGUE INWASHINGTON

Doval meets Sullivan, says need
to convert ideas into actions

DUSHYANTDAVE

GANDHIJI ONCE said, “Life and
deatharebutphasesof thesame
thing, the reverse andobverseof
thesamecoin.Deathisnecessary
forman’s growthas life itself is.”
ToTagore,thejourneywas“letlife
bebeautifullikesummerflowers
anddeathbelikeautumnleaves”.
Shanti Bhushan, affection-

ately called Shantiji, was inde-
pendentIndia’smostcourageous
lawyer.Healwaysstoodonahigh
pedestal,espousinghonestyinju-
dicial life.
Henot just spoke, but fought

against corruption in public life,
exposing Indira Gandhi or P V
NarasimhaRao,evenformerChief
Justicesof theSupremeCourt.
An outstanding and hugely

successful lawyer, a respected
AdvocateGeneralofUP,anactive
LawMinister, a crusaderonpub-
lic issues of great significance,
Shantijilivedthemostfulfillinglife.
As a lawyer, he was totally

self-made. Startinghispractice
in Allahabad, he acquired a re-
spectable name in a short time
and then having started prac-
tice in the SupremeCourt after
1980, he became a leading
lawyer. Commanding thriving
practice on varied subjects, he
also commanded a very high
standard in fees.
Buthewasoneof thehardest

working lawyers one could en-
counter. Every page of his brief
would be read carefully and
markeddiligently. Never did he
enter a courtroomwithout thor-
oughpreparation.

Extremelysoftspokenoutside
thecourt, hewaseffective inside
with a resounding, and at times
booming, voice. His sheer pres-
ence had an impact on all – the
judges, the lawyers and the liti-
gants.Ifhecouldattimesbetough
with judges, with the opposite
lawyershewasalwayscourteous
andcalm.
Outside courtrooms, hewas

hilarious,regalingoneandallwith
very funny jokes and courtroom
stories. One could not reconcile
thatthiswasTheShantiBhushan.
He loved the judiciary in his

ownwayandstronglybelievedin
its independence. His crusade
againstcorruptionandnepotism
in the institutionwasdue to that
love.Hewasthemostardentad-
mirerofhonestandbrightjudges
and themost feared critic of the
corruptandtheinefficient.
While facing possible con-

temptproceedings, Shantiji told
theSupremeCourt,“Theapplicant
will consider it a greathonour to
spendtimeinjailformakinganef-
forttogetforthepeopleofIndiaan
honestandcleanjudiciary.”
Hehadmany interests in life.

Hewasavoraciousreader,acrazy
cricket fan andanavid golfer.He
constantly talked about India’s
democracy,itschallengesandpit-
falls,onpublicplatformsandtrav-
elledacrossthenationtodoso.He
was a constant teacher to the
young Indians, especially the
lawyers, inspiringthemtofollow
therightandcourageouspath.
He successfully argued the

electioncaseforRajNarainagainst
IndiraGandhibeforeJusticeSinha
of the Allahabad High Court.
Duringhearings, he strongly re-
bukedthethenAttorneyGeneral’s
casual attack on the Supreme
Court judgement in the famous
KesavanandaBharati casewhich

held that Parliament could not
amend thebasic structureof the
Constitution.
He argued, “If I may say so,

withrespecttomylearnedfriend,
his attitude towards this historic
judgementoftheSupremeCourt
was unworthy of the office he
holds.Solongasthedecisioncon-
tinues to be binding, what can
possibly be the relevance of the
AttorneyGeneralceasingtoattach
importancetothatdecision.”Such
powerfulwords spoken in 1975
areresoundingeventoday.
Shantijibelievedthat“acoun-

tryisgreatwhenitworshipsprin-
ciples andnotmen”.He also felt
the “glory of justice lies in being
basedonprinciples thanon any
othertrivialconsiderations”.
HewasatrueIndian,someone

SahirLudhianviwassearchingfor
inhisfamoussong“Jinhenaazhai
Hind parwoh kahan hain, kahan
hain,kahanhain”.
Shantiji’slifewasagreatjour-

neyfullofjoy,hardwork,courage,
passion, humour and success.
Mostofall,standinguptodefend
theConstitutionof India and the
institutionscreatedunderit.
Before committing suicideas

directed by emperor Nero, his
teacher Seneca said, “I leave you
what is of farmore value than
earthly riches, the example of a
virtuouslife.”
Shantiji has been a real ex-

ample.
The legal fraternityhas in re-

cent years become poorer and
poorer, losing great lawyers one
after another. Today, it loses its
NorthStar.Letushopehislifecon-
tinues to light thepath for future
generationsof lawyers.Sans that
democracywillperish.
Thewriter is a senior advocate

and former president of the
SupremeCourtBarAssociation.

AdoorGopalakrishnan

NSAAjitDovalwithhisUScounterpart JakeSullivanduringa
roundtablehostedbyUSIBC, inWashingtononMonday.PTI

Three killed in pit
collapse in Raipur
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FORMERUNION LawMinister
and veteran lawyer Shanti
BhushandiedTuesdayafterabrief
illness.Hewas97.
He is survived by his sons

Prashant Bhushan and Jayant
Bhushan, both leading lawyers,
anddaughtersShaliniGuptaand
ShefaliBhushan.
Acrusaderincourtroomsand

outside, Shanti Bhushan tookup
several causes in his longpublic
life. After a brief stint in the
Congress (O), he took on Indira
Gandhionbehalf ofhisclientRaj
NarainbeforetheAllahabadHigh
Court, challenging her election
victory. He won the case that
eventually led toGandhi impos-
ingEmergency.In1977,whenthe
Janata Party came to power,
Bhushan was appointed Law
Ministerwhenhe overturned a
series of Constitutional
Amendments that weremade
duringIndiraGandhi’stime.
The 44th Constitution

Amendment,whichwasapoliti-
cal promise to “restore the
Constitution to the condition it
was in before the Emergency”,
waspassedduringhistenure.
In 1980, after the fall of the

Janata Party, Bhushan joined the
BJPbutquitafewyearslater.
Returningtopracticeafterhis

political stint, Bhushan fought a

long list of cases, fromconstitu-
tional to criminal law. In a Bar
dominated by giants from
BombayandMadras,heissaidto
have set the trend for a high-fee
chargingsenioradvocateevenas
hetookupseveralpubliccauses.
“ThePOTAlawwasbroughtin

tomakeconfessionsbeforepolice
acceptable interrorcases. Inper-
hapsthemotherofallterrorcases,
the2001Parliament attack case,
ShantiBhushanensuredtheCourt
didnotaccepttwoconfessionsof
theaccused.HetoldtheCourthe
would morally convince the
judgesthatitwastherightthingto
doanddidexactlythat,”seniorad-
vocateNityaRamakrishnan,who
assistedhiminthecase,said.
A crusader for judicial ac-

countability, Bhushan founded
the Campaign for Judicial
Accountability and Judicial
Reformthattookupseveralcases
of alleged corruption in the judi-
ciary. In2012,he joined theAam
AadmiParty.
Tributespoured in fromboth

political and legal circles. In a
Twitter post, Prime Minister
NarendraModi said, “Shri Shanti
Bhushan Jiwill be remembered
for his contribution to the legal
fieldandpassiontowardsspeak-
ing for the underprivileged.
Pained by his passing away.
Condolences to his family. Om
Shanti.”
FormerAttorneyGeneral KK

Venugopal said, “I came toknow
himverywellmuch before the
Emergency when he visited
Madras andalso appeared forM
Karunanidhi, the then Chief
Minister, before the Sarkaria
Commission... I had appeared
alongwithhim. But finding that
theCommissionwas ratherhos-
tile, wewalked out of the case.
When the Janata government
cameintoexistence,heinvitedme
toDelhiasanAdditionalSolicitor
Generalandthereafterwhenthat
government was swept out of
power,bothofusstartedappear-
ingagainsteachother.Wedevel-
oped considerable respect for
eachotherandourfriendshiptoo
lastedrightthroughtheyears.”
Prashant Bhushan said, “All I

cansayisthatthisistheendofan
era.Hewasapersonwhosawthe
evolutionoftheConstitutionand
thelegalsystemfromclosequar-
terssinceIndependence.”
JuristandsenioradvocateFali

S Nariman said, “Hewas a very
dearfriendofmine.Iamverysorry
tohearthenews.Wehadspoken
somemonths ago on the tele-
phoneandhewasnotwellatall.”

SHANTI BHUSHAN

1925-2023

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD, JANUARY31

THECHARGESHEETfiledbypo-
liceonJanuary27inthecasere-
lated to theMorbi suspension
bridge collapse that killed 135
personsinOctober2022,alleges
“gross negligence and careless-
ness”onpartof theaccused“for
financial gain”.
Among the sevenwho have

recordedconfessionalstatements
undersection164ofCrPCbefore
themagistrate, is an accused—
proprietor of Surendranagar-
based Devprakash Solution
DevangParmar.
Thechargesheetsays,“Thein-

cident has been caused due to
grossnegligenceandcarelessness
of theaccused,post-incidentthe
accuseddidnot extendanyhelp
or relief and did not cooperate
fullyduringtheinvestigation.”
Duringthehearingofthesuo

motu PIL at the Gujarat High
Court on January 25, the Oreva
Group offered to compensate
the victims and support the
seven children who were or-
phanedinthetragedy.Agreeing
tothesame, thecourt,however,

clarifiedthatsuchcompensation
wouldnotabsolvethecompany
of any liabilities.
The chargesheet mentions

six other witnesses who have
recorded confessional state-
ments.Thewitnessescitedinthe
chargesheet include now sus-
pendedchiefofficerofMorbimu-
nicipalitySandipsinhZala,Morbi
municipality president Kusum
Parmar, vice-president Jayrajsinh
Jadeja, executive chairman
SureshkumarDesai, formerpres-
identofMorbimunicipalityKetan
Vilpara and civil engineer of the
municipality Keval Kalola.
Additionally, 156 kin of the de-
ceased have been listed aswit-
nessesalongwith28victimswho
wereinjuredand24eyewitnesses.
Detailing the offences, the

chargesheet states that a condi-
tion in the MoU executed by
Oreva onMarch 8, 2022, noted
that thebridgewill be reopened
followingappropriaterenovations
undertakenovera spanof “eight
to12months”.However,inviola-
tion of the condition, the bridge
was reopened in six months,
“without care and vigilance, or
without technical assistance, for
thecompany’sfinancialbenefit”.

Adoor quits Kerala institute’s chairman post

BRIDGECOLLAPSE

Gross negligence by
accused for financial
gain, says chargesheet

Oreva MD surrenders before Morbi court

Orevagroup owner Jaysukh
Pateloutsidesessionscourt
inMorbionTuesday.PTI

Shanti Bhushan, veteran
lawyer and former Union
Law Minister, dies at 97

10women among 14 killed in
blaze at Dhanbad apartment
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THE CBI on Tuesday conducted
searchesat50locationsinseven
statesaspartofitsongoingprobe
into twocases related to the last
year's leak of questionpaper for
thepoliceconstablerecruitment
test inHimachalPradesh.
The agency had registered

twoFIRsonNovember30,2022,
aftertheyreceivedarequestfrom
thestategovernmenttotakeover
the investigation of cases being
probedbythestatepolice.
Questionpaperofwrittentest

held onMarch 27, 2022, for the
posts of constable in Himachal
PradeshPolicewasleakedahead
ofthedatebyseveralmiddlemen
spread across several states. The
incident came to light onMay5
last year and the examination
was cancelled the next day, fol-
lowed by the constitution of an
SITonMay7.“TheSITfoundthat
a part-time employee – Sudhir
Yadav – of a printing press had
leaked the question paper in
Marchbeforegivingittothoseac-
cusedinthecase,”anofficersaid.
“During investigation and

scrutinyofdocuments,awell-or-
ganised network ofmiddlemen
based in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh, Delhi,
Haryana, etc. came to the fore,”
saidaspokespersonof theCBI.
Searches on Tuesday were

conductedinKangra,Una,Mandi,
Hamirpur,Kullu,Shimla,Sirmour
districts in Himachal; Nalanda,
Samastipur,Munger, Lakhisarai,
Patna, andNawada inBihar, and
Haridwar,amongotherplaces.

Himachal Police
paper leak: CBI
searches 50
places in 7 states

KARNATAKA

2arrestedfor
throwingbottle
atKailashKher
Bengaluru: Two youth
who threw bottles at
singer Kailash Kher dur-
ing a live performance
duringHampiUtsavwere
arrested by the police on
Sunday night. Saddam
Hussain (23), a driver by
profession, and
Krishnappa(22),apainter
byprofession,wereangry
at Kher for not singing
Kannada songs, police
said.Inaviralvideoofthe
incident,thebottlecanbe
seen falling near Kher as
hisstaff removingitfrom
the stage. The Hampi
tourism police said both
themenwere under the
influence of alcohol and
thattherewasenoughse-
curityat theevent. ENS

MAHARASHTRA

4killedascar
collideswith
busonhighway
Palghar: Four persons
were killed when their
carcollidedwithabuson
the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad highway in
Palghar district on
Tuesday, police said. The
accident took place
around 3.30 am near
Mahalakshmibridge,po-
lice said. The four occu-
pantsofthecar, including
awoman,weretravelling
fromGujarat toMumbai
and were residents of
Bardoli inSurat. PTI

KERALA

Manarrested
forburning
copyofBible
Thiruvananthapuram:
The Kerala Police on
Tuesdayarrestedayouth
on charges of burning a
copy of the Bible.
MuhammedMustafa,38,
a native of Kasaragod,
wasremandedinjudicial
custodyfortwoweeks. In
avideoof the incidenthe
uploaded on social me-
dia,Mustafaisheardsay-
ing he burnt the Bible in
protest against theburn-
ing of the Quran by far-
right politician Rasmus
Paludan in Denmark on
January27. ENS
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AGANDHINAGARsessionscourt
onTuesdaysentencedself-styled
godmanAshumalHarpalanialias
Asaram Bapu to life imprison-
mentonchargesof rapeandun-
natural sex on a complaint filed
by a formerwoman disciple in
2013, a day after the court held
himguiltyof theoffences.
Additional sessions judgeDK

Soni also imposed a fine of Rs
50,000 onAsaram to be paid as
compensation to thevictim.The
defence said the order will be
challenged in the Gujarat
HighCourt.
OnMonday, the court con-

victedAsaram in the case regis-
teredin2013forrapingawoman
disciple,whohailed fromSurat,
on several occasions from2001
to 2006when shewas living at
his ashram at Motera near
Ahmedabad. The 81-year-old
convict is serving a life term in a
Jodhpur jail in another case of
rapingaminorgirlathisashram
inRajasthanin2013.
The prosecution had de-

mandedthatAsarambegiventhe
maximum imprisonment of life
imprisonment. It also cited his
April2017convictionandlifeim-
prisonment awarded by a
Jodhpurcourttoestablishthathe
wasa“habitualoffender”,Special
PublicProsecutor(SPP)inthecase
RCKodekarsaid.
ThecourtofsessionsjudgeDK

Soni held Asaram guilty under
Indian Penal Code sections 376
(2)(c)(beingonthemanagement
or on the staff of a place of cus-
todyestablishedbyorunderany
lawforthetimebeing inforceor
of awoman’s or children’s insti-
tution takes advantage of his of-
ficial positionand commits rape
onanyinmateofsuchplace)and
377(unnaturalsex).
The court sentencedAsaram

to life imprisonment for these
two offences and imposed a

penaltyofRs10,000eachforeach
of theoffences,Kodekarsaid.
Asaramwasalsoheldguiltyof

offences under sections 342
(wrongful confinement), 506(2)
(criminal intimidation), 354 (as-
saultwithintenttooutragemod-
estyofwoman)and357(assault)
of theIPC.
Kodekar said that the court

tookintoconsiderationthepros-
ecution’s argument that “the of-
fencesarenotonlycrimesagainst
women,butcrimesagainstsoci-
etywhichhasresultedinwomen
notfeelingsafe inthesociety”.
Thecourtacquittedfiveother

accused of all charges, including
Asaram’swife LaxmiHarpalani,
Nirmalaben Lalwani, Miraben
Kalvani, Dhruvben Balani, and
JashvantibenChaudhary.
TheFIRinthecasewaslodged

at Chandkheda police station in
Gandhinagar. The 33-year-old
formerwomandisciplestatedin
thecomplaintthatshewasraped
byAsaram in 2001 andwas fre-
quentlymolested and sexually
assaulted by him in connivance
withhisashrammanagers.
Thewomansaid sheandher

fatherwerefollowersofAsaram.
Shesaidshehadbeenafraidtofile
a complaint owing to Asaram’s
influential status andmustered
courage in 2013when aminor
lodgedasimilarcomplaint.

Asaramgets
life term for
2001 rapeof
formerdisciple

The81-year-oldconvict is
serving life termina
separaterapecaseaswell

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NARSINGHPUR(MP),JAN31

ELIGIBLEBENEFICIARIESofagov-
ernment schemeshouldbe able
toaccessitwithouthassles.
Thiswasthebasicpremiseofa

projectthedistrictadministration
of Narsinghpur, in Madhya
Pradesh, launched formally in
2022totaketheadministration’s
servicestothepeople.
“As administrators, we can

createanimpactifwecanensure
that everything (all government
schemes) is implemented in let-
terandspirit.Unfortunately,that's
not really the case,” Rohit Singh,
former District Collector of
Narsinghpur,said.
And thuswas born ‘Project

Nidaan’. Singh, underwhomthe
project was implemented last
year, said that until then, the
Collector'sofficerreceivedtensof
applicationstogeteven“basic is-
sues” resolved—problems that
should have ideally been “ad-
dressedat the lower levelsby lo-
cal-level officials, such as pan-
chayatfunctionaries”.Thesewere
problems related to accessing
pension,belowpovertyline(BPL)
ration cards, Aadhaar cards,
Ayushmancards,PradhanMantri
AwasYojana,watersupply.
Project Nidaan ensured ad-

ministration officials visited the
panchayats concerned.While a
“jansunwai”,orpublichearing,is
usuallyheldatonelocationinthe
district, gettingpeople toassem-
ble there and air their troubles,
Nidaanwasasortofdecentralised
jan sunwai system, District
RenewableEnergyOfficerPrabhat

Kanoje,whowas anodal officer
fortheproject,said.
While the groundwork —

such as jan sunwais at the pan-
chayatandtehsillevels—started
fromOctober2021,thecampsas
partof theprojectwereformally
rolledout in2022.
Aspart of ProjectNidaan, the

sub-divisionalmagistrate(SDM),
tehsildarsandpanchayat-levelof-
ficialsaddressedsuchapplications
every Tuesday and got themre-
solved,inadditiontothejansun-
waiatthedistrictlevel.Thestatus
oftheseapplicationswasthenre-
viewedby theCollector at ‘time
limit’meetingseveryMonday.
A district-level officer was

made in-charge of a panchayat;
clusters of panchayats were
formed,andcampswereheldone
clusteratatime.
Anjana Tripathi, Deputy

Director,Social Justice,whowas
onesuchnodalofficer, said they
would talk to people at these
campsabouttheirproblemsand
try to resolve them. “There
wouldbeissuessuchasdifficulty
in getting a toilet built, or clear-
ing a drain. In one instancewe
helpedaresidentprocureahear-
ingaid,” shesaid.

Tripathi saidmore than 400
panchayatswerecovered in this
way. Two camps were held in
eachpanchayat—thefirstunder
theSDMandthesecond,14days
later, under the Collector.
Differentofficialswerepresentat
thesecampstoresolveissuesand
dispose of applications. “This
meantthateverypanchayatwas
given15daystowork,andbythe
time the Collector reached the
panchayat, no applications
shouldreachhim,”Singh,among
19winnersofTheIndianExpress
Excellence in Governance
Awards for2020and2021. said.
Thebiennialawardscelebrate

the finestwork done byDistrict
Magistrates, women andmen

considered the foot soldiers of
governance,astheyscriptchange
thattouchesthelivesofcountless
peopleacrossthecountry.
Kamal Yadav, a resident of

Dangidhana village in
Narsinghpurwhoworksinsugar-
canefields,saidoneofthesecamps
hadhelpedhimapplyforaBPLra-
tioncard.“Ihadappliedafewyears
ago, but it didn’t come through,”
hesaid,allegingcastebias.
Dangidhana residents

DashrathMehra,35,andHakkibai
Chaudhary, 56, recalled that the
Collectorhadvisitedlastyear,and
“peoplewent to himwith their
troubles”. “I rememberhimsay-

ingthat their issueswouldbere-
solved,”Mehrasaid.
Chaudharysaidshewantedto

claim widow's pension at the
campsinceherhusbandhadnot
beenaroundforover15years.But
officialshadtoldherthatshecould
not claim pensionwithout her
husband’sdeathcertificate.
SaurabhSonawane, CEO, Zila

Panchayat, Narsinghpur, said a
statewide project —
MukhyamantriJanSevaAbhiyaan
— along similar lineswas then
launched in September and
October2022.

ProjectNidaanwas
implementedunderRohit
Singh.AbhinavSaha

ROHIT SINGH, FORMER DC, NARSINGHPUR I AWARD CATEGORY: IMPLEMENTATION OF CENTRAL SCHEMES

Bhopal

MADHYAPRADESH
NARSINGHPURDISTRICT

With access as key, an MP district
brings govt home to beneficiaries

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
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THE NATIONAL Cadet Corps
(NCC),atri-serviceorganisation
involvedingroomingandtrain-
ing the youth in social services,
discipline and adventure train-
ing, is planning amajor expan-
sion of cadet strength by 8 lakh
from the current strength of 15
lakh, The Indian Express has
learnt.
Governmentofficialssaidthe

expansion is likely to be carried
outinaphasedmanneroverthe
next fewyears.
The plan, they said, is to ex-

pand NCC’s reach to a greater
number of educational institu-
tions with a focus on far-flung
border areas to bring in more
youth into its fold and groom
theminsocialserviceandincul-
cate in themdiscipline and val-
uesof nationalism.
A government official privy

to the development said there
has been a longwaiting list for
schools and colleges who
wantedtogetstudentsenrolled
inNCC, but it couldnot bedone
so far due to lack of resources
and instructors. “Theexpansion
will ensure thewaiting list gets

reducedandstudentsfrommore
institutionscanbepartofNCC,”
theofficial said.
Accordingto thisofficial, the

expansion is likely to be carried
out by the optimisation of each
NCCbattalion so that its impact
ismaximised in itsareaof juris-
diction,withouthavingtogobe-
yond seven to eight companies
in a battalion. The expansion
plans, he said, will cover NCC
units of theArmyandnot naval

and airwingunits, as they have
a requirement of specialised
equipment.
An NCC group can include

four to eight battalions and can
cover threeto15districts.There
are 17 NCC directorates across
the country, with three to six
groupsundereachdirectorate.
Asecondofficialsaideachdi-

rectorate will hold discussions
withstategovernmentstoassess
the vacancies needed in each

state, essential to base the ex-
pansionplanson.
The official said in view of

overall rightsizing plans of the
Army,thenumberofpermanent
instructors to NCC from the
Army can go down by about 40
per cent and options to replace
themwithveteranson contract
basis and re-employed officers
isbeingdiscussed.
Gettingmore associate NCC

officerswhocantrainthecadets
in non-coremilitary subjects is
alsobeingconsidered,asisapro-
posal of opening NCC appoint-
ments to paramilitary forces, it
is learnt.
The training structure of the

cadetswill begivena fresh look
onthebackgroundoftheexpan-
sionplansandtheavailabilityof
permanentinstructorsfromthe
armed forces, sources said.
Other options being consid-

eredunder theexpansionplans
aremergingof someunits, relo-
catingsomeunitstocoverexist-
ing gaps, and upgrading direc-
torateswhichoverseetoomany
states together.
Accordingtosources,allNCC

directorates have been asked to
coordinate with the states and
get the approval inplace for the
expansion.

Focus on border areas, NCC plans
to raise cadet strength by 8 lakh

PMNarendraModiduringthePrimeMinister’sNCCrally, in
NewDelhi lastweek.PTIFile

KVS flags delay
by CPWD in
construction
project of schools

ROSHNI, KAHCHARAI LANDENCROACHMENT

I-T dept raids premises linked to 2 Punjab pastors

SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR,JANUARY31

TWODAYS after Odisha Health
and Family Welfare Minister
NabaKisoreDaswas shot by an
assistantsub-inspector(ASI),the
state government on Tuesday
shunted Jharsuguda SP Rahul
Jain and Brajrajnagar sub-divi-
sional police officer (SDPO)
Gupteswar Bhoi in an apparent
actionover thekilling. Both Jain
and Bhoi have been attached to
statepoliceheadquarters.
Bargarh SP Smit Parmar re-

placed Jain as new SP of
Jharsuguda while Chintamani
PradhanreplacedBhoi.
Even as the Crime Branch,

which is probing into themur-
der,isyettoascertainthemotive,
senior officers said accused ASI
Gopal Das appears to have
planned the minister’s killing
over sometime.
“The murder was pre-

plannedforquitesometime.But
we are yet to ascertain themo-
tiveandthose involved in it.We
are examiningdifferent aspects
tounearththefacts,”aseniorof-
ficer, who did not want to be

named, toldThe IndianExpress.
Earlier, Crime Branch ADG

ArunBothrahad stated that the
accused has admitted to com-
mitting thecrime.
The investigating agency,

whichhassoughtremandof the
accused, questioned the driver
and personal security officer
(PSO) of the minister at
Jharsuguda while a separate
team questioned the family
members of the accused ASI at
theirnativevillage inGanjam.
Sources said the Crime

BranchhaspickedSatyanarayan
Das, elder brother of ASI Das,

from his Ganjam residence for
further questioning.
Satyanarayan runs an eatery
near Gandhi Chowk in
Brajrajnagar,wheretheincident
occurred.Theaccusedwasafre-
quent visitor to the eatery.
According to nearby shopown-
ers,theeaterywasclosedonthe
dayof the incident.
A statement issued by the

CrimeBranchsaidtheyhaveput
a 3D scanner to findmore evi-
dencefromthespot.Also,theve-
hicle used by theminister was
thoroughlyinspectedbythesci-
entific officer and ballistic ex-
perts to find out evidence and
clues. CCTV footage from near
thespotwasalsobeingverified,
thestatement said.
While the FIR was initially

lodged under Section 307 (at-
tempt tomurder) of IPC, it has
now been changed to Section
302(murder).
Thekillinghasalsotriggered

a political slugfestwith opposi-
tion parties questioning the si-
lence of Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaikontheissue.TheBJPand
Congress targeted the BJD gov-
ernment over the deteriorating
law and order situation and al-

leged“biggerconspiracy”andin-
volvementof influentialpersons
in thekilling.
BJP’s state president Samir

Mohanty reiterated his party’s
demand for a CBI probe. “A po-
lice officer is amain accused in
the killing of theminister. How
can the police investigate the
case impartially? It’s a rare case
notonlyinOdishabut intheen-
tire country. The state govern-
mentshould immediatelyhand
over thecasetotheCBI,”hesaid
atapressconference.
Leader of Opposition and

senior BJP leader Jayanarayan
Mishraallegedthattheminister
died on the spotwhile the state
governmentenactedadramaof
his treatment.
BJD spokesperson

SreemayeeMishra saidMishra,
whoisoutonbailafterhisarrest
for themurderof aBJDleader, is
makingbaselessallegations.
Congress spokesperson

SudarsanDasallegedaconspir-
acyat the“toplevel” inkillingof
theminister andaskedwhy the
ChiefMinister hasnotuttered a
word in this incident. He de-
manded a court-monitored SIT
inquiry into the incident.

Two days after health minister’s killing,
Odisha government shunts SP, SDPO

NabaKisoreDas
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CLEARINGTHEwayforremoval
ofencroachmentsonRoshniand
Kahcharai land in Jammu and
Kashmir, the SupremeCourt on
Tuesday turned down a plea
challenging the circular issued
by theUnionTerritoryadminis-
tration fixing January 31 dead-
line for theevictions.
Abenchof JusticesMRShah

andBVNagarathnatold thepe-
titioners who contended that
they still had title to land allot-
ted under the Jammu and
Kashmir State Land (Vesting of
Ownership to the Occupants)
Act, 2001 — also called the
RoshniAct—thatthelegislation
hadalreadybeenheld tobeun-
constitutional and that no title
survivedafter that.
With the bench refusing to

entertain their prayer, petition-
ersfinallychosetowithdrawthe
plea.
The counsel appearing for

the petitioners told the court
that they had paid the entire
amount at commercial rate for
the land allotted to them and

that theAct said that their right
of ownershipwasprotected.
The bench did not seem to

agree and told them to show ti-
tlesotherthanundertheRoshni
Act. “Showuswhatrightdoyou
have?...not under Roshni
Act...The Act has been repealed.
Once it’s repealed, where is the
question of savings clause?”
asked thecourt.
Thebenchalso said that if it

grants their prayer, itwill have
larger repercussions on en-
croachments in other parts of
the UT. It added that at the
most, it couldgivethemtimeto
relocate.
The Act was passed by the

then National Conference gov-
ernmentledbyFarooqAbdullah
to give ownership to people in
possession of state land, with a
cut-off of 1990, and against a
payment as determined by the
government. Since the aimwas
togenerateresourcesforhydro-
electric power projects, it was
calledRoshni (Light)Act.
In 2005, the PDP-Congress

coalition government led by
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed
amended the Act to relax the
cut-off year from1990to2004.

SC turns down plea
challenging J&K’s
Jan 31 eviction deadline

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR, JANUARY31

THE INCOME Tax (I-T) depart-
mentonTuesdayconductedraids
onthepremiseslinkedtotwopas-
tors of Punjab – Bajinder Singh
fromJalandharandHarpreetDeol
fromKapurthala.
Bajinder Singh runs the

Church of Glory andWisdom in
Jalandhar’s Tajpur village,while
HarpreetDeolmanagestheOpen
DoorChurchatKhojewalavillage.
It is learnt that around50 I-T

sleuths in various teams con-
ductedparallelraidsinJalandhar,
Kapurthala, Amritsar, New
Chandigarh,Mohali, Kurali, etc.,
andseizeddocumentspertaining
toproperties,bankaccounts,and

otherrelevantpapers.
I-T sources said that they re-

ceived information that thepas-
torshavebeenrunningchurches
inthenameofhealingministries,
whichareself-styledchurches,re-
ceivinghugefundingfromforeign
countries.Theseareregisteredei-
ther as independent religious
bodies or under some societies
runbyapastor.
“Theyhave seized somedoc-

uments,computers,andregisters
where the attendance is regis-
teredor the online bookings are
recorded for attending the reli-
gious congregations,” said an in-
sideratTajpurministry.
Pastor Bajinder Singh hails

froma Jat family inHaryana. The
Tajpur church has around 15
branches, including eight in

Punjab and seven outside— in
Canada, theUSA, theUK,Dubai,
Bihar,MumbaiandKolkata—and
claimstohavelakhsof followers.
Pastor Harpreet Deol hails

froma Jatt Sikh family. TheOpen
Door Church also has several
branches. Theseministries have
been built on sprawling cam-
puses.Asthetwopastorsaresaid
tohaveahugenumberoffollow-
ers, a squadof paramilitary force
hadaccompaniedtheI-Tteamsas
aprecautionarymeasure.
Afewmonthsago,AkalTakht

Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh
without taking the nameof any
church had said that some so-
called Christian Missionaries
have come up in the statewith
foreignfundingandtheyaretar-
geting Sikhs and Hindus from

Backward Classes and convert-
ingthemintoChristians.
Themainline churches, in-

cludingtheDioceseof Jalandhar
under the Roman Catholic
Church, have said that there are
no “forced conversions” under
Catholic Church, and the self-
styledchurchesare indulging in
all this.
Talking to The Indian Express,

SanjivKumarKauraakaLadduji,
thechairmanoftheTajpurchurch,
said that the I-T teams spent
around four hours at the
Jalandhar-basedchurchandother
centres. “Our every penny is ac-
countedforaswepayincometax.
Wedon’tdemandanythingfrom
anyone as people donatewhen
their wishes come true,” said
Ladduji.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

ARMEDFORCESwouldbeat lib-
erty to initiate disciplinary pro-
ceedingsagainstofficersandper-
sonnel for adultery
notwithstanding that the
Supreme Court had decrimi-
nalisedtheoffencein2018.
OnTuesday,afive-judgecon-

stitutionbenchpresidedbyJustice
KM Joseph clarified that in the
judgmentonSeptember27,2018,
the SCwas concernedonlywith
thevalidity of Section497of the
IPCandSection198(2)oftheCrPC
dealingwithadultery,andhad“no
occasionwhatsoever toconsider
the effect” with respect to the
Army,NavyandAirForceActs.
“It is not as if this court ap-

provedofadultery.Thiscourtheld
thatitisacivilwrongandwillcon-
tinue tobeaground for securing
dissolution of marriage,” the
bench, also comprising Justices
Ajay Rastogi, Aniruddha Bose,
Hrishikesh Roy, and CT
Ravikumar,said.
“In view of the fact that the

schemeof theActsinthecontext
particularly of Article 33 of the

Constitution did not fall for the
considerationofthiscourt,weare
oftheclearviewthatwemustob-
serve and clarify that the judg-
ment of this courtwas not at all
concernedwiththeeffectandop-
erationof therelevantprovisions
in the Acts which have been
placed before us by applicants,”
thebenchsaid. “Inotherswords,
thiscourtwasneithercalledupon
norhasitventuredtopronounce
ontheeffectofsections45and63
of theArmyActasalsothecorre-
spondingprovisionsinotherActs.
Weonlymakethispositionclear
anddispose of the application,”
thecourtadded.
Thecourtwashearinganap-

plicationby theCentre seekinga
clarificationonthe1998ruling.
The government submitted

thattheforceswereunabletopro-
ceedagainstthoseaccusedofun-
becoming conduct as thosewho
were being proceeded against
were citing the 1998 judgment
strikingdownSection497.
Appearing for the Centre,

Additional Solicitor General
MadhaviDiwan contended that
disciplinewouldbeerodedifper-
sonnelandofficerscan’tbeacted
againstincaseofsuchconduct.

Decriminalisation of
adultery doesn’t apply
on armed forces: SC

Mumbai: Former Nagpur
University professor Shoma
Sen, arrested in the Elgaar
Parishad case, on Tuesday filed
for discharge, stating that she
has been falsely implicated
“merelybecauseshehasbeena
consistent defender of human
rights and civil liberties”.
Sen was arrested by the

PunePoliceonJune6,2018,and
has been behind bars since
then.
Sensaid inherdischargeap-

plication that the “incriminat-
ing” evidence claimed to have
beenseizedfromherdealswith
information on social move-
ments,allofwhichcanbefound
inpublic domain. ENS

ELGAARPARISHADCASE

Shoma Sen files discharge plea

DAMININATH
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

DELAY IN construction of
schools by the Central Public
Works Department (CPWD) is
leading to students being de-
privedof “proper infrastructure
foreffective teachingand learn-
ingprocess”,KendriyaVidyalaya
Sangathan (KVS) said in a letter
to theCPWDrecently.
KVS, the autonomous body

under the EducationMinistry
that runs the central schools,
flaggedthedelaysincompletion
of nine projects as well as 89
projects that were pending at
pre-tenderstageand21projects
that were pending with the
CPWD at the stage of prepara-
tionof detailedproject report.
In a letter to CPWDDirector

General Shailendra Sharma on
January 20, KVS Commissioner
Nidhi Pandey wrote, “Work in
someKVsisslowleadingtotime
and cost overrun, resulting dis-
pute/litigations/arbitrationsetc.”
Sheaddedthatduringameeting
withCPWDofficials on June15,
lastyear,itwasdecidedtoensure
“timely completion of school
buildingsalongwithqualitycon-
structionwork”.
“The delay in completion is

deprivingthestudentsofproper
infrastructureforeffectiveteach-
ing and learning process,” the
KVScommissionerwrote.
Theletter includedthelistof

projects that had been delayed,
includingtheninebuildingsthat
wereunderconstruction.
The project at Bandipur,

Jammu and Kashmir, was the
one delayed for the longest
time — three years and seven
months.
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Abbasi’s attack on Gorakhnath lone-wolf
act, waging war against govt, says court

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,JANUARY31

THESPECIALNIA/ATScourtthat
sentenced Ahmed Murtaza
Abbasi to death has viewed his
act of April 3 last year as an at-
tack on Gorakhnath Temple,
which the court considered as
the Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister's residence, and noted
that it was a “lone-wolf attack
whichcomesunderthecategory
of waging war against the
Governmentof India”.
The court sentencedAbbasi,

31,anIIT-Bombaygraduatewho
worked for a private firm, to
death under IPC Section 121
(waging, or attempting towage
war, or abettingwaging of war,
againsttheGovernmentofIndia)
and sentenced him to prison
termsunderSectionsofUnlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
[UAPA],andother IPCSections.
In its order onMonday, the

special court said the attack on
Gorakhnath Temple with a

“baanka”(sharp-edgedweapon),
to enter the temple “raising slo-
gansofAllahu-Akbar(Allahisthe
greatest),cannotbeconsidereda
regular attack but comes under
thecategoryoflone-wolfattack”.
Thecourtsaidit isAbbasi’s“per-
sonal contribution to the objec-
tiveto implementthe ISIS ideol-
ogy, which he undertookwith
Uttar Pradesh’s Chief Minister
andtheStateasasymbol”.
“…thiscourtisoftheopinion

that the attack by Abbasi...has
symbolicimportanceandforthis
reason, it comesunder thecate-
gory of IPC Section 121which is
(waging) war against the
Government of India…” Special
Judge, NIA/ATS, Vivekanand
SharanTripathi ruled.
The trial was shifted to

LucknowfromGorakhpurdueto
the Special ATS court’s jurisdic-
tion, he said.Abbasi is lodged in
a jail inLucknow.
Police had said that twoPAC

personnel, Gopal Gaur and Anil
Paswan, suffered injuries on
their hands and legs during the

attack, and Abbasi was subse-
quently overpowered. UP Chief
MinisterYogiAdityanath,whois
the head priest of Gorakhnath
Temple,was not present on the
premisesat the time.
Abbasi’s father Muneer

Ahmed,whoworked for a legal
consultancy firm inMumbaibe-
fore returning toGorakhpur two
yearsago,hadsaidthathissonwas
undergoingtreatmentfordepres-
sionandwas“notwellsince2017”.
An application, filed before

AllahabadHighCourt onbehalf
ofAbbasi,hadsoughtdirections
fromtheHighCourttoquashan
orderwhichhadrejectedanap-
plicationmoved by Abbasi un-
der CrPC Sections 328 (proce-
dure in case of accused being
lunatic) and 329 (procedure in
caseofpersonofunsoundmind
tried before court). Abbasi’s
lawyers had contented that the
caseshouldbeheardbythe“3rd
seniormost court of Additional
District and Sessions
Judge, Lucknow”.
InMonday'sorder,thespecial

court said, “The convict has not
shown regret towards his ac-
tions…. But it has come to light
thatduringquestioningbyinves-
tigatingagenciesheisproudofhis
actionsonthepathofjehad.Heis
radicalisedbythejehadiideology
of ISIS throughonline literature,
PDFs,videosandothermediums.
His thoughts have come to be
showntobethatpeoplebelong-
ing to other religions are kafirs
(infidel)andtheymustbleed.”
Twenty-eight prosecution

witnesseswere examined dur-
ing the trial.
The order noted, “…it has

cometo light that theattackwas
not outofmomentary angerbut
to display ISIS's ideology of the
Caliphate against secularism,
democracy and disrespect to-
wards other religions and tode-
stroy them. To show this, the at-
tackwasdonewiththeintention
tohumiliateUP’s ChiefMinister
onthenationalandinternational
level. The objective of the attack
canbe linked to the objective of
ISIS because Ahmad Murtaza

AbbasiisanactivememberofISIS,
towhichhehaspledallegiance.”
The order listed the Islamic

State's “goals” from the
“Wikipediaonlinepage”.
It said the amicus curiae,

Ram Narayan Tiwari, told the
courtthatifAbbasiisconsidered
anISsympathiser,heshouldnot
begiventhedeathsentence. “In
that case, people at top posts in
ISISshouldbepunished,”Tiwari
told thecourt.
Inthejudgment,SpecialJudge

Tripathi also noted that Abbasi
had picked his email ID after
MughalEmperorAurangzeb,and
observedthataftereachstrategic
victory,Aurangzebdestroyedex-
istingsymbolsof a specific com-
munity in the region. The judge
saidthiswaspartof astrategyto
destroy symbols of cultural im-
portancetoconquerastate.
The court said if Abbasi is

givenanypunishment less than
death, thenother fundamental-
istgroupswillconsiderhimtheir
ideal and attack other symbolic
places in thecountry.

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR, JANUARY31

AFTERCOVERING thousands of
kilometresduringtheBharatJodo
Yatra, which concluded on
Monday, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday travelled to
Ganderbal, about 20 km from
Srinagar, topayobeisance at the
KheerBhawanitemple.Hewasac-
companied by his sister and
Congress general secretary
PriyankaGandhiVadra.Uponhis
returntoSrinagar,Rahulvisitedthe
Hazratbalshrineinthecityandleft
forNewDelhiintheafternoon.
The Kheer Bhawani temple,

alsoknownasRagnyaDevitem-
ple, isoneof themostimportant
temples for Kashmiri Pandits.
TheGandhi siblings travelled to
thevillageofTulmulla incentral
Kashmir's Budgam, where the
templeislocated,inthemorning,
accompanied by party leaders.
Theparty’schiefspokespersonin
Jammu and Kashmir, Ravinder
Sharma, told The Indian Express
that itwasaprivatevisit.
“Today@RahulGandhi ji and

@Priyankagandhi ji bowed their
heads in Kheer Bhavani temple
andprayedforthecountry'sunity,
prosperity and tookblessings of

themother,”Congresstweeted.
On his return from the tem-

ple,RahulwenttotheHazratbal
shrine in Srinagar, themost sa-
credMuslimshrineintheValley,
along with Congress's Jammu
and Kashmir president Vikar
Rasool. “Today@RahulGandhi ji
reached Hazratbal Dargah in
Srinagar and prayed for peace
and prosperity in the country,”
tweeted theCongress.
RahularrivedintheValleyon

January 27 as part of the Yatra.
His padayatra started from
Qazigund insouthKashmirand
ended in Srinagar's historic Lal
Chowk two days later. On
Sunday, the Congress MP un-
furledtheTricolouratLalChowk,
75yearsafterhisgreat-grandfa-
therJawaharLalNehruunfurled
the national flag there and
promisedKashmiristherightto
self-determination.
The yatra culminated on

Monday with a public rally in
Srinagarthatwassupposedtobe
a show of unity of the opposi-
tion. But, notmany Opposition
leadersturnedupattherallybe-
causeofheavysnowfall that led
to flights being grounded.
During the day, Rahul and
Priyankawereseenindulgingin
asnowball fight.

Rahul ends J&K visit
with prayers at Kheer
Bhawani, Hazratbal

Inorder, judgeconsideredtempleasUPChiefMinister’sresidenceandattackonitanattackonState
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REASONED OPTIMISM
EconomicSurveypresentsanupbeatassessmentofeconomy.
Buttherearemoreshort-termchallengesthanit letson

THE ECONOMIC SURVEY 2022-23, the annual flagship document of the
Ministryof Finance, is carefullyoptimistic in itsassessmentof theprospects
of theIndianeconomyoverthecomingyear.Theoptimismisstriking,partic-
ularlywhen the global situation isn't exactly rosy,with tightening financial

conditionsandsubdued tradegrowth. TheSurveyhasprojected the Indianeconomyto
growat6.5per cent in2023-24, a tad lower than the forecastof 7per cent for theongo-
ing financial year. This assessment is at oddswith themorepessimistic forecasts by in-
ternational agencies and other independent evaluations. In its latestWorld Economic
Outlook releasedonTuesday, the InternationalMonetary Fundhas pegged India’s eco-
nomicgrowthtoslowdownfrom6.8percent in2022to6.1percent in2023.Onsimilar
lines, rating agency Crisil has projected growth at 6 per cent, while investment house
Nomurahaspeggeditevenlower.WhiletheSurvey'sprojectionsof thedeclineingrowth
maynotnecessarilybeincorporatedintheUnionbudget,theynonethelessprovideanin-
sight into thegovernment's viewsonthestateof theeconomy.
The Survey’s growthprognosis is based on expectations of robust domestic demand

andapick-upincapitalexpenditure.Itnotesthatasexportgrowthmoderatedintheongo-
ing financialyear,domesticconsumptionrebounded,providinga fillip toeconomicactiv-
ity.However,thiswaslargelyduetothereleaseof“pent-up”demand.WhiletheSurveyex-
pectsthisreboundtohave“lastingpower”,towhatextentitissustainable—inthecontext
ofelevatedinflationerodingpurchasingpowerandanunevenrecoveryimpactingsalesof
bothconsumerdurablesandnon-durables—isdebatable.Oninvestmentactivity,theSurvey
highlights the increasing trend in project announcements and private capex spending.
While there are some signs of anuptick in the private investment cycle, these indicate a
skew in favour of specific sectors, not a broad-based pick-up.Moreover, the continuing
downturn in exportswill have ramifications.While the Survey does acknowledge the
prospects of sluggish exports, a detailed articulation on the risks to growth froma slow-
downinthedevelopedeconomies—ifinterestratesremain“higherforlonger”—isabsent.
TheSurveyhasdevotedanentirechaptertoIndia'smedium-termgrowthoutlook.The

broadconclusionisencouraging—thetwinbalancesheetcrisisdoesnotappeartobean
impediment togrowthanymore. Both corporate andbanking sectorbalance sheets are
in far better shape, and the credit cycle is poised for anuptick. TheSurveyemphatically
statestheIndianeconomyiswellplacedtoembarkonagrowthtrajectorysimilartowhat
it experiencedpost2003. This is reassuring. Thus,while the short-termoutlook is chal-
lenging, favourable demographics, formalisation and digitisation are reasons for opti-
mismin the longrun.

CLASSROOM SKEW
AISHEreport showsthatpandemic threatens toundogender
paritygains inhighereducation.Policymakersmust takenote

THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC seems to havemade the road to gender equality
rockierthanbefore.Reportshavedocumentedthattheeconomicblowofthe
publichealthemergencyhasfallendisproportionatelyhardonwomen—men
hadmorejobsecurity,andcouldnegotiatehigherwages,comparedtowomen

duringthecrisisyears.NowtheAll IndiaSurveyofHigherEducation(AISHE)for2020-21
has revealed that crucial gainsmade in closing the gender gap in undergraduate pro-
grammessufferedasetbackduringthepandemic.Inclassroomswheremenwerealready
inmajority—computerscience,businessadministration,pharmacy, technologyandlaw
courses,forinstance—thenumberofwomenhasgonedownfurther.Andinfieldsofstudy
where thegendergaphad,byand large,beenplugged—medicineandcommerce—the
reversesaresignificant.Thegenderratio intheB.Comcourse isdownto2016levels.
Cultural notions about careers appropriate forwomen have traditionally held back

theirmobility.However, the spurt in aspirations in recent years exerciseda steady influ-
enceonthegendercompositionofclassrooms.In2014,forinstance,forevery100malestu-
dentsenrolledinundergraduatecommerceprogrammes,therewere90femalestudents.
Thisgapwasplugged in2019. InMBBSandB.Scprogrammes, theskewwasaddresseda
yearearlier. TheCovid-relatedsetback togenderequality incollegeanduniversity class-
roomsis incontrast todevelopments inschooleducation.TheASERreport, releasedtwo
weeks ago, shows that exigencies of the pandemic have not diminished parents' keen-
ness toget theirdaughtersenrolled inschools.However, inasocietywherewomen'sed-
ucationstill doesnot receiveadequate importanceandtheburdenof caring for the fam-
ily fallsdisproportionatelyonthem,theeffectof thecrisisonhighereducationis telling.
Inthewakeof thepandemic,thegovernmentwasquicktorespondtoseveralwelfare

andequity-relatedissues.ReliefpackagesunderPMJDYandPradhanMantriGaribKalyan
RozgarAbhiyaan—ASHAworkerswerebroughtunderthispackage—wereannounced
withindaysof the lockdown. TheSVANIDHI schemewas launched for street vendors, a
largepercentageofwhomarewomen.Buttheskewinclassroomsthreatensgrimimpli-
cationsforwomen'sempowerment,which,inturn,couldhaveabearingonthenutrition,
healthandeducationoffuturegenerations.TheCentre,stategovernmentsandeducational
institutionsmust findways to enablewomen to return to institutions of higher educa-
tion. In theshort term, thiscouldmeanincreasing theoutlay forscholarshipsandcreat-
ingmore dorms and hostels. In the long run, this shouldmean catalysing processes of
social change thatenablehalf of thecountry'spopulation toattain its aspirations.

T Sumathy

WHERE SHE SHOWS THE WAY
Womenmustbeempoweredtotakechargeoftheir lives,helpothers

MSMEowners;only10percentofstart-upsin
Indiahavewomenfounders;andwomenonly
contribute18percenttothenation’sGDP.
Thediscussionnowneedstoevolvetoun-

derstand the “whys” alongwith the “whats”
embedded in percentages or numbers. The
debate aroundwomen’s participationmust
progressbeyondthecurrentlyusedmetricof
assessingtheavailabilityofopportunities,so-
lutions,andavenues,whichis,inmyopinion,
aunidirectionalapproach.Amoreholisticap-
proachwould entail an assessment of the
comprehensiveness, feasibility,applicability,
andaccessibilityof resolutions—whether in
theformofalaw,policyordirective—topro-
pelwomentowardsapromisingfuture.
Atthesametime,everystepinthisdirec-

tionmusthavesocialjustice,equality,andin-
clusivityat itsheart.Weneedtostrive toen-
surethateverywomanfromadisadvantaged
backgroundhas thesameaccess toempow-
eringmeasures as awoman coming from
privilegedoes.Weneedmoreregionalvoices
instrategicpolicy-makingdecisions,moreru-
ralwomen taking control of their economic
decisions,andmorewomenovercomingim-
pediments and climbing the leadership lad-
der.We need to keep reiterating the same
question:Whatisbeingdoneforthewomen
in thecountry, and is it adequate?Apolicy is
onlygoodasthenumberof lives it impacts.
TamilNaduand itshistoryare lacedwith

theimpactfullegaciesofleaderslikeThanthai

Periyar, C N Annadurai, and Kalaignar M
Karunanidhi,whowerenotonlyproponents
of equality and social justice forwomenbut
also set up practical examples for India and
theworldtoemulate.NotonlydidKalaignar
discuss issuesaffecting Indianwidows inhis
screenplays,buthealsoannouncedfinancial
assistance schemes for them.He instituted
the Women Entrepreneurs Scheme, the
Women's Small Trade Loanwith Savings
Scheme, reservations forwomen in govern-
mentjobsandpanchayatelections,marriage
andmaternitybenefits,andotherpoliciesthat
havecatapultedTamilNaduontothepathof
development.His vision iswhatTamilNadu
ChiefMinisterMKStalinhasbeenfurthering.
Inthenext25years,Ihopeforegalitarian-

ismand justice tobe the lightof thenation. I
ferventlyhopethatwecatapultmorewomen
forward, not only by empowering them to
take charge of their lives, but also to impact
the lives of thousands of other women,
therebyinitiatingacyclethatcreatesspacefor
inclusivity,empowerment,anddevelopment.

ThamizhachiThangapandianakaTSumathy
isanacademic,TamilpoetandDMKMP

(SouthChennaiConstituency),andMember
oftheStandingCommitteefor Information
andTechnology.Thisarticle ispartofan

ongoingseries,whichbeganonAugust15,by
womenwhohavemadeamark,

acrosssectors

We need to strive to ensure
that every woman from a
disadvantaged background
has the same access and
information to empowering
measures as a woman
coming from privilege
would. We need to keep
reiterating the same
question: What is being
done for the women in the
country, and is it adequate?
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Education is fruitlesswithout
educatedwomen.

—BRAmbedkarTHEEDITORIALPAGE

ShahRukhKhan’s invocationof ‘Amar,Akbar,Anthony’ isa
hopeful reminder—cinemacangobeyondpolarisedpolitics

BYALMOSTANYobjectivemetric,themateriallivesofIndians—regardlessofre-
ligion,caste,gender—arebetter in2023thanin1977.But if the imaginationof
a nation is aboutmore thanper capita income, or evenhealth and education
levels,thestorybecomescomplicated.Anationisalsomadeofitssymbolism—

whichinitsworstformcandescendtomeretokenismandatitsbest,isaformofrepresen-
tation. ShahRukhKhan's invocation of Amar Akbar Anthony at an event to celebrate the
massivecommercialsuccessofPathaanearlierthisweek,wasathrowbacktoatimewhen
mainstreamcinema—andsociety—werelesspolarisedthantheyaretoday.
InresponsetoaquestionaboutthecontroversyaroundPathaanandattemptedboy-

cotts of the film, Khan said that the cast of the film, like the characters inManmohan
Desai's 1977classic, belonged todifferent religionsbutwereunitedbya largerpurpose
—toprovide joy to theaudience: “This isDeepika, she isAmar, I’mShahRukhKhan, I’m
Akbarand Johnhe isAnthony…”Khanwasgesturing to the sometimeschoreographed
butmostlyunselfconscious inclusivity thathasmarkedHindi cinemadowntheyears.
Bollywood is, of course, a bubble. The Sachar Committee report (2006)wasn’t really

neededtoshowthattheconditionofIndia'slargestreligiousminorityremainsrelativelypoor
insocial,educationalandeconomicterms—cricketteamcaptainsandmoviestarsnotwith-
standing.AndtheAmarAkbarAnthonytropeisacliché.Yet,thefactthatmainstreamblock-
busterswouldpromoteasecularethos—withoutcallsforboycottorabarrageof“hurtsen-
timents”—is somethingworthremembering.Khan's comparison isalsoahopefulone. It
seemsthatin2023,asin1977,theboxofficedoesn'talwaysreflectthepolarisationoutside.

AMAR, PATHAAN, ANTHONY

INDIA AT 100, forme,will be progressively
occupied by the spirit of women. It is the
expansewherewe’vetranscendedfromthe
on-paperlegalandconstitutionalutopiaen-
visioned forwomentoa spacewhereevery
woman’s enterprise and individuality are
recognisedandsheis free fromtheshackles
ofhackneyedtraditions,distortedsocialper-
ceptions, and contradictory standards of
morality.
Therearenotwoopinionsonthefactthat

womenhaveprogressedsinceIndependence.
Wenowunderstand and acknowledge that
thenationcannotprogress if half of it isheld
back. From laws enablingwomen to own
propertyandsafeguardtheirinterests,tobe-
ing economically independent and leaving
their mark in the business space, Indian
womenhaveseizedthereinsanddeveloped
avisionintunewithglobaldevelopments.
Aswemarch towards the 100th year of

ourIndependence,theincreasingrecognition
being given to a comprehensive systemof
growthmustbemarkedbytwofactors—not
justhowandhowmanywomenperform,but
alsohowgender-inclusiveandrepresentative
institutionsareandcanbecome.Only15and
14percentofMPsintheLokSabhaandRajya
Sabha, respectively, arewomen; 11women
featureinthecouncilofministers;just26per
cent of the selected candidates for Civil
Serviceswerewomen;only23.3percentare
in the labour force; only 20.37 per cent are

PATIL TO BE CM
VASANTRAO PATILWAS elected the new
leaderof theMaharashtraCongress(I) legis-
lature party. The twoAICC observers, P Shiv
Shankar and Buta Singh expressed confi-
dence that thepartywouldunitedly extend
its cooperation to its new chief. Prior to the
announcement,theobservershadprolonged
talkswith thehigh commandatNewDelhi.
The results of the secret ballot taken earlier
toelect thenewleaderwerenotdisclosed.

MINISTER CONVICTED
DEPUTY IRRIGATIONMINISTER ofMadhya

PradeshSatyavrataChaturvediwasconvicted
bytheMPHighCourtonachargeofkidnap-
ping a personwith intent tomurder him.
Chaturvedi sent his resignation to the chief
minister. He has been sentenced to three
years imprisonment.

ORISSA BANDH
THE ONE-DAY WESTERN Orissa bandh
calledbytheunitedOppositionfrontagainst
the proposedManibhadra dam project on
theMahanadiriverturnedviolentinBolangir
districtresultinginpolicefiring,lathi-charge
andtear-gassing.Atleastonepersonwasin-
juredwhenpoliceopened fire.

SCIENTISTS ARRESTED
THEASSAMGOVERNMENTarrestedtwosci-
entists of the Agricultural Research Centre,
JorhatundertheESMAapparentlyforrefus-
ing to undertake election duty. This follows
the arrest of five middle-rung officers at
Diphu in the Karbi-Anglong district under
theESMAonthesamecharge lastweek.

US’ DEFENCE BUDGET
THEREAGANADMINISTRATIONpresenteda
$238.6 billion defence budget and said this
wasarealisticfiguretomakeupfortheneg-
lectofUSmilitaryspending in the1970s.
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Dharmakirti Joshi and Pankhuri Tandon

Amidtightfinancialconditions,cautiousoptimismon
inflation,Surveysuggestscalibratedfiscalconsolidation

THE ASSUMPTIONS AND assessments of
India’s annual EconomicSurveyandBudget
last yearwentawrywithinweeksof tabling
them. Russia invadedUkraine. Inflation ran
riot.Ayearlater,thewarcontinues.Theinfla-
tiongenie is yet tobebottled.Will this fiscal
beanydifferent?
Tobesure,astheEconomicSurvey2022-

23notes,theIndianeconomylooksmoreup-
beat thanmany others, given the circum-
stances.Abroad-basedrecoveryisunderway
andhasliftedallmajorsectorsabovethepre-
pandemiclevelsthisyear.Butthatisaboutto
be tested by slowing global growth amid
tighterfinancialconditions.Thefulleffectsof
aggressiveratehikesbyglobalcentralbanks
through2022willplayoutthisyear.Acache
of troubles—highglobaldebtburden,rising
debtservicingcosts, tightexternal financing
conditions, geopolitical risks, and extreme
weatherevents—threatentopileon.
Athome,theglobalslowdownwillhitex-

ports and export-linked segments. The full-
blownimpactofratehikesbytheRBIwillkick
in. And India will continue to reckonwith
volatility in crude and commodity prices,
much like everywhere else. The Survey also
highlightstherisksfromanelevatedcurrent
accountdeficitamidchallengingexternal fi-
nancingconditions.
Even as it acknowledges these risks, the

Survey expects India’s real gross domestic
product(GDP)growthforfiscal2024toslow
to about 6.5 per cent — slightlymore opti-
misticthanprojectionsbymultilateralagen-
cies andCRISIL’s forecast of 6per cent. It ex-
pects the high and broad-based domestic
inflation seen this fiscal to ease next fiscal.
CRISIL’s forecasts echo this, at 5 per cent for
CPI inflation,andevenlower forWPI.
Not all the views and suggestions of

EconomicSurveyshavebeenreflectedinpast
Budgets. Yet, the document serves as a use-
fulpolicymirrortothepastyear’sactionsand
sets thestage forwhat liesahead in thenear
andmedium term. In the uneasy environ-
ment of tight financial conditions and cau-
tiousoptimismoninflation,thisyear’sSurvey
suggests calibrated fiscal consolidation.We
agreewiththisstance.
The fiscal deficit for the coming fiscal

shouldmovetowardstheglidepaththattar-
gets4.5percentof theGDPbyfiscal2026,as

committed to earlier. This is important be-
causethebenefitofhighnominalGDPforthe
fiscal deficit is likely to fade in the coming
months. Slowing growth and high borrow-
ingcostswillworsenthedebtdynamics.India
hasoneof thehighestdebt-to-GDPratios in
its peer group. Fiscal consolidationwill also
complementmonetarypolicy.Alowerfiscal
deficit-to-GDPratiowillhelpreducepressure
ondomesticinterestrates,theSurveyopines.
Sincethepandemic,thegovernmenthas

prioritised spending on infrastructure cre-
ation,relyingmoreondirectbudgetsupport
andlessonoff-budgetfinancing.TheSurvey
recognises this as a sound way to create
highermultipliereffectsintheeconomyover
themediumtermandhelpcrowdinprivate
investments.
Robust government capex has played a

keyroleinliftinginvestmentgrowththisfis-
cal,too.Whilethecentralgovernmentfront-
loaded its capex in the first half, states are
expected to ramptheirsup towards theend
of the fiscal. According to the first advance
GDPestimates,investmentexpenditureisset
toreach34percentoftheGDP(inrealterms)
in fiscal 2023, finally surpassing the fiscal
2014levels.
The private sector in India is currently

primed for undertaking investmentswith
healthybalancesheets,cashreservesandlow
leverage. However, economic uncertainty is
holding the “animal spirits” back, although
some corporates are pencilling in a higher
capex inthecomingfiscal.
Thatsaid,governmentandprivatecapex

arenotsubstitutes foreachother,butcomp-
lementary.While the government typically
focusesoninfrastructurecreation,corporates
investinmanufacturing.Giventheuncertain
environment,webelievethatitwouldmake
sensefortheBudgettocontinueproppingup
capexwhilefacilitatingprivateinvestments.
Creatingthefiscalspacefordoingthiswillin-
deedbechallenging.Inparticular,theslower
riseinnominalGDPwouldimpactthemom-
entumintaxcollections.Spaceforcapex,the-
refore,canonlybecreatedbyreorientingspe-
ndingfrombloatedsubsidiesandgoingona
divestmentandassetmonetisationoverdrive.
Asthepandemic’seffectsebb,thetimeis

ripeforre-orientingtheeconomicstrategyto
the changingworld order and developing a

medium-term plan that could help India
graspemergingopportunities—notablythe
shift inglobalmanufacturingoutofChina—
whilealsomitigatingchallengessuchaspro-
viding employment for the growing Indian
workforce, and climate risks. The Economic
Surveydevotesanentirechapter tothese.
Growing domestic manufacturing re-

mainsa long-standingask in this context. Its
share in theGDPhas been stagnant at 17-18
per cent for over two decades. The global
search for alternativemanufacturing bases
since the pandemic iswidely held as India’s
“Chinamoment”.TheSurveyconsidersIndia
ready to seize the occasion, thanks to the
structural reformscarriedoutbetween2014
and2022,andtheprogressmadebyproduc-
tion-linkedincentive(PLI)schemestoattract
private investments.We agree that the PLI
schemeshavequickened thepace of private
investments.However,moreneedstobedone
oneaseofdoingbusinessandsimplifyingle-
gal bottlenecks to create anupside to India’s
medium-termgrowthprospects, pegged at
6.5percent inthebasecasebytheSurvey.
Onclimatechange,theSurveyrecognises

India’srisingvulnerabilitytoclimate-related
risks. Itdetailshowthegovernmentiscreat-
ingaconduciveenvironmentandcontribut-
ingtotheinternationalpolicyagendaregard-
ing thegreentransition.Webelieveabigger
financial commitment is in order, though. If
Indiahastomeetitsnetzerogoals,fiscalpol-
icymustrapidlycreatetherightenvironment
foraboostinprivatesectorparticipationand
green investments. The Budget, it is hoped,
willannouncespecificstepstosupportsmall
enterprises'transitiontoalowercarbonfoot-
print. To mitigate the impact of climate
changeonthe foodeconomyandsmoothen
price volatility, the Budget could focus on
measuressuchasincreasingallocationsto,or
incentivising the development of, extreme-
weather-resistant crops, warehousing and
foodprocessing.
The Survey touches uponwide-ranging

aspects thatwould shape India’s outlook in
thecomingfiscalyearandthemediumterm.
Howmuch of that will a pre-election year
Budgetforeground?Weareabouttofindout.

Joshi is chiefeconomistandTandonis
economistatCRISILLtd

Given the uncertain
environment, we believe that
it would make sense for the
budget to continue propping
up capex while facilitating
private investments.
Creating the fiscal space for
doing this will indeed be
challenging. In particular, the
slower rise in nominal GDP
would impact the
momentum in tax
collections. Space for capex,
therefore, can only be
created by reorienting
spending from bloated
subsidies and going on a
divestment and asset
monetisation overdrive.

Post pandemic, pre-election
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“The Conservative party has been doomed by a culture of rebellion that has
flourished since Brexit. Rightwingers have divided their party and humbled its
leaders. It is their strength that now makes a Tory defeat seem so probable.” —

THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

I JOINEDTHEBharat JodoYatra because I
thought the simple act of bringing poli-
ticsbacktothepeoplewassorelyneeded
at a timewhenpolitics hadbecomeboth
virtualandweaponised. Itwasboth liter-
ally and metaphorically a television
screen that couldbe switchedoff butnot
replaced. Byproviding thephysical act of
walking and talkingwith political repre-
sentatives face to face, the Bharat Jodo
Yatrashatteredthatdelusion.Andforthat
alone Iwas grateful.
I choseto jointheYatra inSrinagarbe-

cause Iwasconcernedabout its impact in
theValley.Assomeonewhohadseenand
shared the troughof despair that Jammu
and Kashmir had plunged into after
August 2019,when its special statuswas
removedandtheformerstatewasdivided
anddemotedtoUnionTerritories, I feared
that the Bharat Jodo Yatra would be
greeted cynically.
Theenthusiasticreceptionthattheya-

tris received was, therefore, a surprise,
thoughonlypartlyso. Ihadcalled friends
before going, and they toldme therewas
excitement and anticipation for Rahul
Gandhi andPriyankaVadra’s arrival.
Since2019,nonationalpartyleaderhas

visited the former state except in bullet-
proofcarsandtightsecurity.Thelasttimea
national party leader walked through
Srinagarwashalfacenturyago.Andthelast
time a national party leader led a public
marchthroughthecity is lost inmemory.
True, a large part of the enthusiasm

was because Kashmiris had not been al-
lowed to gather publicly for three and a
half years. Just tobeable tobeout in large
numbers was an enormous relief, as
MehboobaMufti tweeted.
But therewasmore to it than that. For

those like me, who have not been con-
finedfor longperiods, itmightbedifficult
toimaginetheimportanceofevenadayof
freedom. It has takenme 24 hours to ab-
sorbits full import,whichisnot just those
fewmoments of public space but what
they imply for the immediate future.
Having permitted the Yatra, will the
Jammu and Kashmir administration re-
turn to its policy of confinement or will
there be some gradual relaxation in it?
Mightotherdemonstrationsofpublicas-
piration or grievance follow? Better yet,

might the people of the former state be
allowed to express their opinions in the
media as theydidbefore2019—without
fear of being arrested and charged with
unlawful activity? Has the Bharat Jodo
Yatra opened the door for the return of
fundamental rights, even if only a crack?
For the Congress party, the success of

the Bharat Jodo Yatra comeswith formi-
dable challenges. Taking only the exam-
pleof JammuandKashmir,havingopened
the door, a crack, the party nowhas a re-
sponsibility to work towards ensuring it
doesnotcloseagain,as therulingadmin-
istrationis likelytoprefer.Thatmeansthat
each time violations occur in Jammu,
Kashmir or Ladakh, the party leadership
and the pradesh committee need to
protest, consistently and repeatedly.
Forthepartyitself,theBharatJodoYatra

spells potential organisational rejuvena-
tion.Themediahasroutinelycriticisedthe
Yatrafordistancingitself fromelectoralpol-
itics.Watching its impact inSrinagar, I am
lessthaneverconvincedof theseparation.
TheCongresshadfadedtoapaleshadowin
Jammu, Kashmir and even Ladakh. It’s
prospects are now better in both Jammu
andtheValley—theYatradidnottouchice-
boundLadakh—thoughperhapsmore so
inJammu.Butitwouldbeamistaketoun-
derestimatetheinteresttheYatrahasgen-
erated inthevalley.TheCongresshasnew
space tobuildon if it chooses to.
The Bharat Jodo Yatra demonstrated

to both the party leadership and the
pradesh committee that base-level aspi-
rations of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir can form the core of the party’s
policy for the formerstate. Someof its el-
ementswerealreadytoucheduponinthe
Yatra’spressconferences—restorationof
statehood,elections,economicrightsand
bridge-building between communities.
Others,suchasfreedomofexpression, the
rule of law,women’s rights and the civil-
ianisationofpublicspaces,arefurtherpri-
orities. Ideally,apolicypaperoutliningkey
issues that the party will address in
Jammu and Kashmir should be an out-
comeof theYatra.
As Iwaswriting this article, I received

astringofmessagesaboutRahul’sclosing
speech.Hisdeeplymovingaccountof his
ownpersonal traumaattheassassination
ofhisgrandmotherandfatherandhowit
enabled him to share the anguish of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir and their
desire to end thepolitics of hate, a young
journalistsaid,wouldberememberedfor
yearstocome.TheheadlinefromSrinagar
is thatRahulGandhibroughtarayofhope
to abeleaguered anddistraught people.

Kumar is awriter and
policy analyst

Hope and
challenge in Valley

AFTER THE YATRA
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Walk
the talk’ (IE, January 31). The Rahul
Gandhi-ledBharat JodoYatraendedin
Srinagar, onMahatmaGandhi’sdeath
anniversary,after135daysontheroad.
The party’s outreach might not have
immediately refreshed its electoral
fortunes. But Rahul Gandhi interact-
ing with citizens across the country,
and the very organisation of the yatra
has injectedenergy intotheCongress.
In the years since the abrogation of
Article 370, there has been increased
violence in theValley. Thepresenceof
members of the People’s Democratic
Party (PDP) and the National
Conference (NC) at the flag hoisting
ceremony in Srinagar, points to a sin-
cere attempt at solidarity between
Kashmiripoliticsandthenationalop-
position.Yet, intermsof theCongress’s
revival, the road ahead is long.

SanjayChopra,Mohali

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Walk
thetalk’ (IE, January31).Twounstated
but key objectives of Rahul Gandhi’s
yatra were to refurbish his image as
an energetic leader and gain accept-
ance as the national Opposition
leader.Hesucceeded inachieving the
former mainly by demonstrating his
astonishing stamina. He will have to
do much more in order to establish
himself as themaincontenderagainst
Narendra Modi. He has revived the
sinkingmoraleof hisparty’s cadre. To
sustain it, he should start winning
elections.

YGChouksey,Pune

WORK TOGETHER
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Let diplo-
macyflow’(IE, January29).Theconflict
duetotheIndusWaterTreatyisthelat-
est point of frictionbetween India and
Pakistan.Findingamiddlegroundtore-

solve thehydel powerprojects issue is
thewayforward.Adheringtothenorms
setbytheWorldBankcouldbehelpful.
Regardlessof thespecifics,NewDelhi’s
approach needs to be diplomatic and
conciliatory.Hopefully, Islamabadwill
followthesameprinciple.
Anjali Bhavana,Thiruvananthapuram

THE 2024 TEST
THISREFERSTO the article, 'Travellers
and tourists' (IE, January 31). Many
across the Opposition did not join the
Bharat Jodo Yatra. This indicates the
lack of confidence opposition parties
haveintheCongresstobethenational
contender against the BJP. The Yatra
helped Rahul Gandhi regain the spot-
light as a capable leader. The real test
will be in 2024. The showmight have
endedwithreasonable success for the
CongressandtheGandhis,butthehard
workof “winning” seats startsnow.

VijaiPant,Hempur

TROUBLED WATERS
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
shapeofwater’(IE, January30). Inasig-
nificantmove, India has slapped a no-
ticeonPakistanto jointhetalkswithin
90daysasperthe IndusWatersTreaty
sinceitrefusedtodiscussthe issueun-
der the Permanent Indus Commission
thatmeetsatleastonceayear. Indiaap-
pears tohavetakenacalibratedstepto
leverageitsupperriparianadvantageto
renegotiatethetreaty.Thoughthegov-
ernment sought to underplay it as a
technicalmatter,employingthedispute
as a counterweight to curb cross-bor-
derterrorisverymuchonthetable.PM
Modihad,after theUriattack, saidthat
blood andwater cannot flow simulta-
neously. However, India lacks the abil-
ity to impound or divert thosewaters,
even if itwants to.Howitwouldeven-
tuallyplay itscardsremainstobeseen.

KhokanDas,Kolkata

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

THENATURE OF politics changeswith the
emergenceof newforces inanysociety. The
first consequence of that is people liberate
themselves from ideological baggage. The
transformation of England’s politics in the
mid-1970s is a good example. Both the
Labour and Conservative partywere com-
pelledtoreadjusttheirsocialphilosophyand
economicperspectivewiththeleadershipof
MargretThatcher.Whenpartiesandleaders
fail to recognise such shifts, they uncon-
sciously cling to the conventionalmodes of
appeal.Thatdoesnotcutmuchicewithpeo-
ple.ThisisexactlywhathappenedwithRahul
Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Yatra. The 4,000 km-
plus journey is replete with ambiguities.
Besides the timing of the Yatra, Rahul
Gandhi’s statement that he is a “newRahul
Gandhi”needstobedecodedtounderstand
the journey'sobjective.
RahulGandhitooktothestreetsaftersen-

iorCongressleaders,knownastheG23,ques-
tioned theabilityof theNehru-Gandhi fam-
ily to restore theparty's lost glory. TheYatra
was planned by his brain trust to safeguard
thelegitimacyofthedynastyandgiveames-
sage to the scatteredoppositionparties that
the signboard of the Congress still carries
some utility. The leaders around Rahul
Gandhitriedtoglorifyhimasasaintandwar-
rior.However,allthiswasamerecelebration
ofapoliticianasamarathonrunner.Thereis
noPilgrim’sProgress inpolitics. Thecrisisof
legitimacycontinues.
Parties liketheSP,RJD, JDUandDMKun-

derstandtheCongress’slimitsand,therefore,

noneof themispreparedtoplaysecondfid-
dle.Moreover,RahulGandhi’soldformulaof
presentinghimselfasthefirstamongequals
in chanting anti-RSS and anti-Modi slogans
has failedtogivehimanedge.
So, howmuch has the Yatra bolstered

Rahul Gandhi’s leadership? The answer to
thisquestionhas less todowithhis individ-
ualidentityandmoreabouttheideashecher-
ishes.Hisoft-repeatedstatementsagainstthe
RSSandVDSavarkaronlyappealtointellec-
tuals of the Nehruvian andMarxist lineage
anddonotexcitethemasses. Inthechanged
contextofNarendraModi’spro-marginalised
politicsandconsistentgovernmentpolicies,
itisdifficultforthenon-BJPforcestoconvince
people with their propaganda. Instead of
spellingoutitseconomicviews,Congresshas
been confined to polemics against the BJP
government. Thepartyhasbeencaught ina
paradoxical situation. The party think tank
endorsesneo-liberalismwhileittrieshardto
pushRahulGandhi’spro-poor image.
While capitalism has beenmaking ag-

gressive advances all over the world, PM
Modi’seconomicsisclosetothepeople’sas-
pirationsandprovidesideologicalandpolit-
ical deterrence to crony capitalism. Once a
votary of the socialistic pattern of society,
Congresshasseenitssocialbase,thepoorand
themarginalised, moving over to the BJP.
Today, thesesectionsarevocalsupportersof
PMModi.Interestingly,eventhecommunists
havenottakenonModi-economicsasbeing
opposedtotheirconceptofsocialisticgover-
nance.

Itisinthiscontextthatanti-BJPpartiesare
compelledtorelyonpoliticalgimmicksbased
oncasteandcommunalpolarisation.Eachof
themisconsciousofModi’soutreachtotheir
traditionalsupportbase.TheBJP-RSSismetic-
ulously addressing emerging social classes.
Now,the“changed”RahulGandhihasadded
moreconfusionfortheCongressrankandfile
than ever. He usesmetaphors and symbols
toprovehimself agenuineHinduandat the
sametimedenouncestheBJP-RSS'sHindutva
asmajoritarianism.
The Congress and its intellectual allies

havefailedabysmallyincomprehendingthat
thebattleof ideas isnowbasedonthecivili-
sational and cultural identity of India.Modi
representsthemissionofredefiningIndiaby
freeing it fromthewebof Eurocentricmen-
tality.Thiswaslongdue.Thelastattemptwas
madeduringouranti-colonialstrugglebyna-
tionalists like Bankim Chandra Chatterjee,
Bipin Chandra Pal and Bal Gangadhar Tilak.
They tried to re-Indianise thecountryby re-
vivingitsartandculture.However,thismove-
mentwas nipped in the bud before it could
be articulated as a basis of the nationalist
struggle. The Europeans abhorred it due to
their cultural colonisation agenda and the
dominantleadershipofCongressdenounced
themovementasamilitantandreligiousre-
vivalistone.
The current ideological battle is part of a

culturalrenaissance.Thecurrentgeneration
may be apprehensive about it but posterity
will acknowledge thenewstrengthof India.
The question “who are we?” can’t be an-

swered by only swearing loyalty to the
Constitution.Anationisfarmorethanacon-
stitutionalsociety.Thisisastrueof Israelasit
isof theUSandIndia.Rahul’sHinduclaimis
welcome but does it answer the aforesaid
question?Modi’s decolonisation agenda,
seen in the reimagining of structures and
symbolswhichwerereminiscentofthecolo-
nialaggressors,iscriticisedbyaclassof intel-
lectualsinIndiaandabroadwhointhesame
vein quote Ngugi wa thiong'o and Frantz
Fanon.NgugiwasacelebratedKenyanauthor
who not only abandoned English as a colo-
niallanguageinsupportofhismothertongue
Gikuyu but also changed his name from
James thiong. Fanon believed that colonial
structuresmust be removed to achieve de-
colonisation. The hypocrisy of the Congress
anditsintellectualalliesconfusesmorethan
givesclarity totheparty.
RahulGandhilacksanunambiguousdef-

initionofsecularismand,therefore, Indiafor
him remains definedwithin theNehruvian
ideologicalmoorings.Hismetamorphosis is
justforelectoralgains.India’sculturalmarch
led byModi is now irreversible. No political
partycannowwintheconfidenceofthepeo-
ple by escaping from the discourse on our
civilisationalhistoryandidentity.Thedecline
ofCongresswasfirstvisualisedbyits former
president,ShankarraoDeointhreeconsecu-
tivespeechesin1949.Heremainedunheard.
And Congress is now a victim of the syn-
dromeofbeingneitherherenorthere.

Thewriter isaBJPRajyaSabhamember

AYatra, neither here, nor there

ForCongress,enthusiasticreceptionofBharatJodo
YatrainKashmirbringsresponsibilities. It
willneedtobevigilantandresponsive

The Sino-Russian alliance
puts India in a terrible
predicament: China can
ramp up, at will, the military
pressure on the disputed
border with India; Delhi
depends on Russian
military supplies to cope
with the PLA challenge; and
Moscow is now a junior
partner to Beijing. This is
certainly not a nice place for
Delhi to be in. To make
matters worse, the
dependence on Russian
arms has severely
constrained India’s position
on Ukraine and cast a
shadow over Delhi’s
engagement with Europe
and the US.

THE TRIANGULAR DYNAMIC between the
US,RussiaandChinahaslongbeentheprin-
cipal factor shaping independent India’s
geopolitics. The unveiling of a new Sino-
Russian alliance a year ago this week, the
RussianaggressiontowardsUkraine,andthe
deepeningconfrontationbetweentheWest
and Russia and China are compelling India
to recalibrate its international relations.
LastFebruary,VladimirPutintravelledto

Beijingtounveilapartnership“withoutlim-
its”andwithno“forbiddenareas”.Tobesure,
RussiaandChinahadastrategicpartnership
foralongtimebeforePutin’sFebruary2022
visit.What the Beijing declaration didwas
lay out a solid basis for jointly confronting
theWest. Until the turn of the 2010s, both
MoscowandBeijingsoughtaproductivere-
lationshipwith theUS. Russia’s accumulat-
inggrievancesagainst theWestandChina’s
new ambition to replace the US as Asia’s
dominant power have brought themmuch
closernow.
A few days after issuing the declaration

onFebruary4,PutininvadedUkraine.Wedo
not know thenature of the consultations, if
any, on Ukrainewhen Putin and Xi Jinping
met inBeijing. It isnotunreasonable topre-
sume that the Sino-Russian alliance added
to Moscow’s confidence in risking a con-
frontationwith theWest in Europe. Putin
had hoped that hismulti-prongedmilitary
offensivewouldforceaquickcollapseof the
regimeinKyivandfoldUkraine’ssovereignty
into Russia’s. Imagine for amoment hehad
gottenawaywiththisinUkraine.Putin,who
hadlongcomplainedabouttheEuropeanse-
curity order, would have driven a stake
through itsheart.
Aquick,decisiveandsuccessfuluseofforce

inUkrainewouldhavedeeplydividedEurope
andfracturedtheUS-ledtrans-Atlanticsecu-
rity system that dominated the region for
morethansevendecades.Cominglessthana
year after the ignominious USwithdrawal
fromAfghanistan,Moscow's absorption of
Ukrainewouldhavefurtherunderminedthe
credibilityoftheUSasaglobalpower.Putin’s
victoryinEuropewouldhavehadadramatic
impact onAsia too. Itwouldhave reinforced
thesentimentthatAmericaisinterminalde-
cline, weakened US alliances in Asia, and
boostedChina’sambitiontoradicallyreshape
its periphery. If Putin had successfully con-
queredUkraine,Xi’spath tounificationwith
Taiwan through theuse of force ormere co-
ercivediplomacymighthaveeased.
But the Sino-Russianproject of building

a post-Western global order went awry in
Ukraine. Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy’s defiant courage prevented the
quickcollapseof theregimeinKyivandthat,
inturn,helpedmobilisemassivemilitaryas-
sistance fromtheWesternworld.
Nearly a year after the invasion, Putin is

locked in a grinding stalemate. He has lost
nearly 50 per cent of the territory Russia
gained in eastern Ukraine during the early

phase of the invasion. Russia’smilitaryma-
terial andmanpower losses have been im-
menseandMoscowfacesaharsh regimeof
Westerneconomicsanctions.
Where does this leave the Sino-Russian

alliance and what are its implications for
India?Severalpreliminaryassessmentscan
be laidout.
First, insteadofdeliveringa finalblowto

theUSprimacy in the international system,
PutinandXihavefacilitatedtheresurrection
ofWesternunityunderAmericanleadership.
The Ukraine invasion has also allowed the
US to put simultaneous pressure on both
ChinaandRussia.
InEurope,Putin’swarhashelpedtheUS

galvaniseandexpandNATO.TheRussianin-
vasionhasalsotriggeredthefearofChinese
territorialexpansionisminAsia.Thishasled
tothestrengtheningofUSbilateralalliances
with Australia and Japan.Washington has
significantly raised itsmilitary andpolitical
supportforTaipeiandismakingitharderfor
Xi toembarkonan invasionof Taiwan.
Second,theSino-Russianallianceandthe

Ukraine war have seen two reluctant and
pacifistpowers—GermanyandJapan—join
thebattleagainstMoscowandBeijing.Japan
andGermanyhappentobetheworld’sthird
andfourth largesteconomiesandtheirmo-
bilisation significantly alters the so-called
“correlationofforces”betweentheWestand
theMoscow-Beijing axis. Both Berlin and
Tokyoarenowcommittedtoraisingtheirde-
fence spending to cope with the security
challenges from Moscow and Beijing.
Despite their huge stakes in economic en-
gagementwithRussiaandChina,Berlinand
Tokyo have had no choice but to join
Washington in rampingup thecommercial
pressureagainstRussiaandChina.
Third, if Russia and China thought they

coulddominateEurasiathroughanalliance,
Washington is doing something similar to
bringitsalliancesandpartnershipsinEurope
and Asia closer. We saw the leaders of
America’sAsianalliesjoinforthefirsttimea
NATOsummit last June inMadrid.NATO, in

turn,haspromisedtotakeagreater interest
inshapingtheIndo-Pacificbalanceofpower.
Fourth,whilethejuryisoutonthefuture

of theSino-Russianalliance,thereisagrow-
ingprospectthatMoscowwillbecomemore
beholden to Beijing after Putin’s military
misadventure inUkraine. ThepoorRussian
strategicperformancemayhavediminished
Putin’s standingwith Xi and complicated
China’splans,butBeijingisunlikelytoaban-
donMoscow.AweakenedPutinwillremain
a valuable asset for Xi even as Beijing seeks
to blunt someof thenewWesternhostility
toChina.
Finally, India’s discomfort in themessy

menage a troiswith Russia and China will
only grow. The Sino-Russian alliance puts
India in a terrible predicament: China can
rampup,atwill, themilitarypressureonthe
disputed borderwith India; Delhi depends
onRussianmilitarysuppliestocopewiththe
PLAchallenge;andMoscowisnowajunior
partnertoBeijing.Thisiscertainlynotanice
place forDelhi tobe in.
Tomakemattersworse,thedependence

on Russian arms has severely constrained
India’s position on Ukraine and cast a
shadow over Delhi’s engagement with
Europe and the US. If the Russian partner-
ship was long seen as the key to India’s
“strategicautonomy”,Delhi’sarmsdepend-
ence onMoscow is now the biggest con-
strainton India’s freedomof action.
Nearly three decades ago, India turned

to Russia and China to promote amultipo-
larworldamidstaunipolarmomentdomi-
natedbytheUS.Asit facedtheprospectofa
unipolarAsiadominatedbyarisingandas-
sertiveChina,DelhihasturnedtotheUSand
its allies to restore the regional balance of
power. The transition,however,hasatonce
becomemore urgent and complicated by
thenewSino-RussianallianceandPresident
Putin’swaragainstUkraine.

Thewriter is senior fellow,AsiaSocietyPolicy
Institute, andcontributingeditoron

internationalaffairs forThe IndianExpress
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India’sdiscomfort inthemessymenageatroiswithRussiaandChinawillonlygrow

BJPsetstheagendaincivilisationalterms.Congressisblindtothisreality
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IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff,
¶fSXZ»fe UÈ°f, »fû0d³f0dUq, ¶fSXZ»fe

´fÂffÔIY : 661/141 Àfe0 ( BÊqMXZ¯OXSX)-3/22 dQ³ffÔIY: 19.01.2023

Afg³f-»ffB³f d³fdUQf Af¸fÔÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff
1- ¸fWf¸fdW¸f Sfª¹f´ff»f, Cq´fiq I e AûS ÀfZ A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff, ¶fS Z»fe UÈ°f, »fû0d³f0dUq, ¶fSZ»fe IZ AÔ°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f
°ffd»fI f ¸fZÔ AÔdI °f dUUS¯f IZ A³fbÀffS Afg³f »ffB³f BÊ - d³fdUQf dQ³ffÔI 06.02.2023 ÀfZ dQ³ffÔI 21.02.2023 I e
A´fSf³W 12:30 ¶fþZ °fI Af¸fÔdÂf°f I S dQ³ffÔI 22.02.2023 I û A´fSf³W 03.00 ¶fþZ Jû»ff þf³ff ´fiÀ°ffdU°f dI ¹ff
¦f¹ff W`:-

IiY.
Àfa.

IYf¹fÊ IYf ³ff¸f £f¯OX IYf
³ff¸f

A³fb¸ffd³f°f
»ff¦f°f

²fSXûWXSX
²f³fSXfdVf
(÷Y.

»ff£f ¸fZZÔ)

IYf¹fÊ
´fc¯fÊ
IYSX³fZ
IYe
A½fd²f

d³fd½fQf ´fí fÂf IYf
¸f»c ¹f (d³fd½fQf
+Vf»b IY+ÀMXZVf³fSXe+
ªfe.EÀf.MXe)
(÷Y. ¸f)ÔZZ

NXZZIZYQfSXûÔ
IYe ´ffÂf°ff
ßfZ¯fe
(¸ff¦fÊ
IYf¹fÊ)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1 I` ³M ¶ffBÊ´ffÀf (Aq þq¸ffq) IZ
¨füOÞeI S¯f EUÔ ÀfbúPeI S¯f I f
I f¹fÊÜ

´fif³°fe¹f £f¯O
»fû.d³f.d½f.
VffWªfWfh´fbS

992.00 19.84 9 ¸ffW 2725.00 E (¸ff¦fÊ
I f¹fÊ WZ°fb)

2 ¶f¯Of QZUI »fe ¸ff¦fÊ IZ ¨fZ³fZþ -
0.00 ÀfZ 9.40 °fI ¨füOÞeI S¯f EUÔ
ÀfbúPeI S¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ

´fif³°fe¹f £f¯O
»fû.d³f.d½f.
VffWªfWfh´fbS

1242.00 24.84 9 ¸ffW 2725.00 E (¸ff¦fÊ
I f¹fÊ WZ°fb)

3 þ³f´fQ VffWþWfh´fbS ¸fZÔ ¸fQ³ff´fbS
I »ff³f ¦fdPÞ¹ff LdU ¶fQf¹fch ¶ffOÊS
¸ff¦fÊ ( ´fi¸fbJ dþ»ff ¸ff¦fÊ ÀfÔ0-
104Àfe) I f ¨füOÞ eI S¯f EUÔ
ÀfbúPeI S¯f I f I f¹fÊ Ü

´fif³°fe¹f £f¯O
»fû.d³f.d½f.
VffWªfWfh´fbS

8303.00 83.04 12 ¸ffW 2725.00 E (¸ff¦fÊ
I f¹fÊ WZ°fb)

4 þ³f´fQ VffWþWfh́ fSb ¸fÔZ d¸fþf´fSbÊ ´fSüS
(A³¹f dþ»ff ¸ff¦fÊ) ¸ff¦fÊ I f
¨füOÞeI S¯f EUÔ Àfúb PeI S¯f I f I f¹fÜÊ

´fif³°fe¹f £f¯O
»fû.d³f.d½f.
VffWªfWfh´fbS

508.70 10.17 9 ¸ffW 2725.00 E (¸ff¦fÊ
I f¹fÊ WZ°fb)

2- d³fdUQf QÀ°ffUZþ EUÔ d³fdUQf W Z°fb Af¸fÔÂf¯f IZ dUÀ°fÈ°f d³f¹f¸f EUÔ Vf°fûÊÔ W Z°fb UZ¶fÀffBM
http://etender.up.nic.in ´fS »ffg¦f Afg³f dI ¹ff þf ÀfI °ff W`Ü

(¸fWXZ³Qi IbY¸ffSX ´ff»f)
Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff
´fiJq »fûqd³fqdUq,
VffWXþWXfh´fbSX

(SXd±f³f dÀf³WXf)
Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff
d³fqJq »fûqd³fqdUq,
VffWXþWXfh́ fbSX

(Ad·f³fZVf IbY¸ffSX)
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff
¶fSXZ»fe UÈ°f,

»fû0d³f0dU0, ¶fSXZ»fe

UPID- 185047
Date 30/01/2023
www.upgov.nic.in

WXÀ°ff/-
´fSXeÃff d³f¹fÔÂfIY

d¶fWXfSX »fûIY ÀfZUf Af¹fû¦f, ´fMX³ff

d¶fWXfSX »fûIY ÀfZUf Af¹fû¦f
15, ³fZWXøY ´f±f (¶fZ»fe SXûOX), ´fMX³ff-800001

AfUV¹fIY Àfc¨f³ff
68UeÔ ÀfÔ¹fbö (´fifSd¸·fI ) ´fid°f¹fûd¦f°ff ´fSeÃff I f ´fiUZVf ´fÂf Af¹fû¦f IZ UZ¶fÀffBÊM ´fS dQ³ffÔI 28.01.2023 I û
A´f»fûO I S dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff W `Ü C¸¸feQUfSûÔ IZ ´fiUZVf ´fÂf Af¹fû¦f IZ UZ¶fÀffBÊM www.bpsc.bih.nic.in A±fUf
www.onlinebpsc.bihar.gov.in ´fS C´f»f¶²f SWZÔ¦fZ, dþ³WZÔ OfC³f»fûO I S C¸¸feQUfS ´fSeÃff ¸fZÔ ·ff¦f »fZ
ÀfI °fZ W `ÔÜ
Cö ´fSeÃff IZ I d°f´f¹f A·¹fd±fÊ¹fûÔ I f C³fIZ õfSf Afg³f»ffBÊ³f AfUZQ³f ¸fZÔ A´f»fûO dI ¹fZ ¦f¹fZ R ûMû EUÔ WÀ°ffÃfS I f
BÊ¸fZþ AÀ´fá/A´fN³fe¹f EUÔ dSö W`Ü U`ÀfZ A·¹fd±fÊ¹fûÔ I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W` dI UZ d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¦fþf°f / ÀffÃ¹f,
´fSeÃff I e d³f²ffÊdS°f d°fd±f 12.02.2023 I û ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f ´fSeÃff IZ ³Qi IZ IZ ³Qif²feÃfI I û Àf¸fd´fÊ°f I S³ff Àfbd³fd›°f I SZÔ¦fZ:-
1. A·¹f±feÊ Af¹fû¦f IZ UZ¶fÀffBÊM www.bpsc.bih.nic.in ´fS C´f»f¶²f §fû¿f¯ff ´fÂf I û ´fc¯fÊø ´f ÀfZ ·fSI S C³fIZ
d³fdQÊá À±ff³f ´fS dI Àfe Sfþ´fdÂf°f ´fQfd²fI fSe ÀfZ Ad·f´fi¸ffd¯f°f S Ô¦fe³f R ûMû d¨f´fI fEa¦fZ EUÔ d³fdQÊá À±ff³f ´fS A´f³ff
WÀ°ffÃfS dW³Qe EUÔ AÔ¦fiZþe ¸fZÔ I SZÔ¦fZÜ

2. Sfþ´fdÂf°f ´fQfd²fI fSe ÀfZ Ad·f´fi¸ffd¯f°f Qû SÔ¦fe³f R ûMû ¸fZÔ ÀfZ EI R ûMû A·¹f±feÊ A´f³fZ BÊ-´fiUZVf ´fÂf ¸fZÔ d³fdQÊá
À±ff³f IZ ¶f¦f»f ¸fZÔ d¨f´fI fEa¦fZÜ QcÀfSf R ûMû BÊ-´fiUZVf ´fÂf IZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ´fid°f ¸fZÔ ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f ´fSeÃff ´fS IZ ³Qif²feÃfI
IZ Àf¸fÃf d¨f´fI fEZÔ¦fZÜ

3. A·¹f±feÊ ´fW¨ff³f IZ d»fE Afg³f»ffBÊ³f AfUZQ³f ¸fZÔ QþÊ dI ¹fZ ¦f¹fZ ´fW¨ff³f ´fÂf IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔ Af²ffS I fOÊ / ´f`³f I fOÊ
/ OÑfBdUÔ¦f »ffBÀfZÔÀf »ff³ff Àfbd³fd›°f I SZÔ¦fZÜ

4. IZ ³Qif²feÃfI õfSf A·¹f±feÊ ÀfZ ´fif~ C´f¹fbÊö Àf·fe I f¦fþf°fûÔ EUÔ R ûMû I f d¸f»ff³f / Àf°¹ff´f³f I S³fZ IZ ´f›f°f We
C³WZÔ A´f³fZ ´fSeÃff IZ ³Qi ´fS ´fSeÃff ¸fZÔ Àfd¸¸fd»f°f Wû³fZ I e A³fb¸fd°f Qe þf¹fZ¦feÜ

5. C¸¸feQUfSûÔ I û OfI ÀfZ (By Post) ´fiUZVf ´fÂf ³fWeÔ ·fZþZ þfEÔ¦fZÜ
³fûMX:- dUdW°f §fû¿f¯ff ´fÂf Af¹fû¦f IZ UZ¶fÀffBÊM www.bpsc.bih.nic.in ´fS C´f»f¶²f W`Ü

d¶fWXfSX »fûIY ÀfZUf Af¹fû¦f
15, ³fZWXøY ´f±f (¶fZ»fe SXûOX), ´fMX³ff-800001
68UeÔ ÀfÔ¹fböY (´fifSXd¸·fIY ) ´fid°f¹fûd¦f°ff ´fSXeÃff
CX¸¸feQUfSXûÔ IZY d»fE AfUV¹fIY Àfc¨f³ff

1. BÀf ´fSeÃff ¸fZÔ C¸¸feQUfSûÔ I û Aü´f¶fÔd²fI ø ´f ÀfZ ´fiUZVf I e A³fb¸fd°f Qe ¦f¹fe W `Ü C³fI e ´ffÂf°ff IZ Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fZÔ
Ad³°f¸f d³f¯fÊ¹f ÀffÃff°I fS IZ Àf¸f¹f AfUZQ³f ¸fZÔ AÔdI °f °f±¹fûÔ I e dUd²fU°f þfh¨f / Àf°¹ff´f³f IZ ´f›f°f dI ¹ff þf
ÀfIZ ¦ffÜ

2. ´fSeÃff IZ ³QiûÔ ¸fZÔ C¸¸feQUfSûÔ I f ´fiUZVf 9.30 ´fcUfÊ‰ ÀfZ ´fifS¸·f Wû¦feÜ ´fSeÃff ´fifS Ô·f Wû³fZ IZ EI §fÔMf ´fW»fZ 11.00
¶fþZ ´fcUfÊ‰ °fI We ´fSeÃff I Ãf ¸fZÔ ´fiUZVf I e A³fb¸fd°f Qe þf¹fZ¦feÜ

3. OMR Answer Sheet ¸fZÔ dI Àfe ´fiI fS I f d¨f³W / S ZJfÔI ³f / AÔI ³f I S³ff UdþÊ°f W `Ü ´fiUZVf ´fÂf ´fS AÔdI °f
"AfUV¹fI d³fQZÊVf" EUÔ CØfS ´fÂfI (OMR Answer Sheet) ´fS AÔdI °f Àf·fe d³fQZÊVfûÔ I û C¸¸feQUfS ²¹ff³f ÀfZ
´fPÞ ZÔ AüS CÀfI f AÃfSVf: A³fb´ff»f³f I S ZÔÜ

4. Marker/White Fluid/Blade/Eraser I û ´fSeÃff I Ãf ¸fZÔ »fZ þf³ff UdþÊ°f W `, BÀfI f ´fi¹fû¦f OMR Answer Sheet

¸fZÔ I S³fZ ´fS EI ¨fü±ffBÊ (1/4 or 0.25) AÔI QÔO ÀUø ´f §fMf¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ

5. ´fSeÃff IZ ³Qi ´fdSÀfS, þWfh ´fSeÃff Wû³fe W `, ¸fZÔ ¸fû¶ffBÊ»f, ¶»fbM b±f, UfBÊ-R fBÊ ¦f`þZM, B»fZ¢MÑfgd³fI ´fZ³f, ´fZþS Smart
Watch AfdQ B»fZ¢MÑfgd³fI Àff¸f¦fie »fZI S þf³ff EUÔ C´f¹fû¦f UdþÊ°f W `Ü ¹fdQ dI Àfe A·¹f±feÊ IZ ´ffÀf ´fSeÃff IZ
A³QS dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS IZ Electronic Àff¸f¦fie ´ff¹fZ þf³fZ ´fS CÀfZ I Qf¨ffS ¸ff³ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ

6. I Qf¨ffS ¸fZÔ d»f~ ´ff¹fZ þf³fZ / ´fSeÃff I Ãf ¸fZÔ Electronic Àff¸f¦fie IZ Àff±f ´ff¹fZ þf³fZ ´fS ´fSeÃff±feÊ I û BÀf ´fSeÃff
ÀfdW°f Af¦ff¸fe ´ffh¨f U¿fûÊÔ IZ d»fE EUÔ ´fSeÃff ÀfZ ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f ·fif¸fI / Àf³fÀf³feJZþ AR UfW R` »ff³fZ I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ
°fe³f U¿fûÊÔ IZ d»fE d¶fWfS »fûI ÀfZUf Af¹fû¦f I e ´fSeÃffAûÔ ÀfZ UÔd¨f°f dI ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ

WXÀ°ff/-
´fSXeÃff d³f¹fÔÂfIY

d¶fWXfSX »fûIY ÀfZUf Af¹fû¦f, ´fMX³ff

7722nndd AANNNNUUAALL CCOONNVVOOCCAATTIIOONN
TTHHEE 7722nndd AAnnnnuuaall CCoonnvvooccaattiioonn ooff tthhee SSNNDDTT WWoommeenn’’ss UUnniivveerrssiittyy will be held on FFeebbrruuaarryy 1155,, 22002233 at 1111..0000
aa..mm.. in SSiirr SSiittaarraamm aanndd LLaaddyy SShhaannttaabbaaii PPaattkkaarr DDiikksshhaanntt SSaabbhhaaggrruuhhaa ((PPaattkkaarr HHaallll)) ooff tthhee UUnniivveerrssiittyy,, 11,, NNaatthhiibbaaii
TThhaacckkeerrsseeyy RRooaadd,, CChhuurrcchhggaattee,, MMuummbbaaii--440000 002200.. Degrees and Diplomas will be conferred to the students who
have successfully completed their courses during Academic year 22002211--22002222.. It is compulsory for all the Prize
Winners and Ph.D. holders only to attend the Convocation rehearsal at 0088..3300 aa..mm.. on the February 15, 2023
at the University’s Churchgate Campus. The Prize Winners and Ph.D. holders with prescribed dress code will
be allowed to attend the ceremony. Detailed information and the link for live webcast of the Convocation
ceremony will be available on the University web site wwwwww..ssnnddtt..aacc..iinn

For any clarification/ information contact the Office of the DDiirreeccttoorr ((AAddddll CChhaarrggee)),, BBooaarrdd ooff EExxaammiinnaattiioonnss aanndd
EEvvaalluuaattiioonn TTeell.. NNooss.. :: ++9911 2222 22666600 88449933// 22666600 44116644;; ++9911 2222 22666611 55113388 E-mail ID- ccoonnvvooccaattiioonn@@ssnnddtt..aacc..iinn

Sd/-
((DDrr.. SSaannjjaayy SShheeddmmaakkee))
DDiirreeccttoorr ((AAddddll CChhaarrggee)),,

BBooaarrdd ooff EExxaammiinnaattiioonnss aanndd EEvvaalluuaattiioonn
31.01.2023 DGIPR/2022-2023/5601

SS.. NN.. DD.. TT.. WWOOMMEENN’’SS UUNNIIVVEERRSSIITTYY
11,, NN.. TT.. RRooaadd,, CChhuurrcchhggaattee,, MMuummbbaaii--440000 002200

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
15401/HRY

SR.
No.

1

NAME OF
BOARD/

CORP./AUTH

PANDIT LAKHMI

CHAND STATE

UNIVERSITY OF

PERFORMING

AND VISUAL

ARTS, SECTOR-

6 , ROHTAK

NAME OF WORK
NOTICE TENDER

PURCHASING OF
NEW SHOOTING LED

LIGHTS FOR FFTV
DEPARTMENT UNDER
PLCSUPVA, ROHTAK

AMOUNT/
EMD (APPROX.)

IN RUPEES

15.93 LACS

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

TIME

31.01.2023
10.02.2023

WEBSITE OF THE
BOARD CORP./AUTH

http://plcsupva.ac.in

NODAL OFFICER/CON-
TACT DETAILS/EMAIL

9466628298
devenderrathee918@

gmail.com

Sr.
No.

1.

NAME OF
BOARD

CORP./AUTH

UHBVN

OLD
REFER-
ENCE/

NIT NO.

NIT NO
30/2022-23

DATED
12.09.2022

WEBSITE OF
THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

www.uhbvn.org.in

NODAL OFFICER/
CONTACT

DETAILS/EMAIL

01712540151
xenopambalacity@

uhbvn.org.in

NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM

THE RECEIPT AND OPENING OF TENDER
ENQUIRY NIT NO. 30/2022-23 DATED 12.09.2022
FOR HIRING OF 1 NO. COMPLAINT VEHICLE (I.E.
MAHINDRA/TATA FORCE/ANY OTHER JEEP
OPEN FROM BACK SIDE)FOR THE OFFICE OF
SDO(OP)SUB DIVN., UHBVN, EAST, AMBALA
CITY EXTENDED TO 03.02.2023

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
15396/HRY

14

New Delhi



THEREAREtwowaystolookatIndia’srecent
noticetoPakistanontheIndusWatersTreaty,
whichgovernsthesharingof sixrivers flow-
ingthroughthetwocountries.
ItcanbeviewedasIndia’scountermeas-

uretoPakistan’srepeatedobjectionstoevery
irrigationorpowerprojectontheIndianside
of the Indus basin. Thiswould imply that if
Pakistan drops its obstructionist approach,
IndiamightnotinsistonamendingtheTreaty.
Alternatively, this can be seen as the be-

ginningofsomethingmoresignificant.India

couldbeseriousaboutmakingamendments
totheTreatyandmighthave justset theball
rollingwiththenotice,servedonJanuary25.
While it is premature to hazard a guess

on the eventual outcome of themove, the
renegotiation of the IndusWaters Treaty is
not as radical an idea as itmight appear. In
fact, it isnotanewideaatall.

Several reasons to renegotiate
Calls for amending or renegotiating the

IndusWaters Treaty have beenmade for
more than two decades nowon both sides.
Despitebeingawardednearly80percentof
thewater flow in these rivers, Pakistan has
alwaysmaintained that it has been treated
unfairly,arguingthatitshouldhavebeenal-
lottedsomeshareoftheRavi,Sutlej,andBeas
riversaswell.TheTreatygaveIndiafullrights
overthewatersofthesethree‘Eastern’rivers,
whilemostoftheflowsinthethree‘Western’
rivers — Jhelum, Chenab and Indus—were
meantforPakistan.TheWesternrivershave
fargreatervolumes flowing in them.

But this is not the only reason why
PakistanivoiceswanttheTreatyrenegotiated.
Experts on both sides agree that there have
been significant changes since the Treaty
came into being in 1960, and it needs to be
updated.The impactsof climatechangeand
theadvancementinwaterstorageandman-
agement technologies are cited as some of
themostcompellingreasonstorenegotiate.
ClimatechangeconcernsbotherPakistan

more. One of the consequences of climate
change has been a decrease in the overall
flows in the Indus river system. The decline
thusfarisjustabout5percentfrom1960,but
isexpectedtoworsenrapidly.
On theotherhand, Pakistan’spopulation

has increased six to seven times since Inde-
pendence, and is still growing at a fast pace.
Thatmeansincreaseddemandforwater,and
thusincreaseddependenceontheserivers.

Considering new technologies
TheIndusWatersTreatyisveryprescrip-

tive inwhat can or cannot be done on the

rivers by India, the upper riparian state. But
today’sdamsor reservoirsareverydifferent
fromtheones in the1960s.Whenever India
hastriedtousenewerdesignsandtechnolo-
gies, Pakistan has objected, like with the
Baglihardam.
ThedisputeovertheBaglihardamhadto

be referred to a neutral expertwho ruled in
favourofIndia,arguingthatthenewtechnol-
ogy, even if not fully in accordancewith the
Treaty,wouldprolong the life of theproject,
and was therefore in everyone’s interest.
Making the Treaty non-prescriptive on de-
signandtechnologycouldalsohelpmitigate
theadverseimpactsofclimatechangeonwa-
teravailability inthe Indusriversystem.
Other reasons include the need for joint

management,greaterflexibilityinutilisation
of waters, and adoption of basin-wise ap-
proach in themanagement of the riverwa-
ters. Some Pakistani voices also hope that a
renegotiationoftheTreatywouldallowChina
to become a party, whichwould then neu-
traliseIndia’sadvantage.TheIndusbasinex-

tendstoChinaandAfghanistanaswell.

Weaponsing thewaters
Thesereasonsnotwithstanding, itwould

be naïve to assume that India’s proposal to
modifytheTreatyisdrivenbyanythingother
thanstrategicinterest.Despiteitsreputation
as oneof themost successfulwater-sharing
agreements between countries, the Indus
Waters Treaty has kept both India and
Pakistandissatisfied forsixdecades.
In his authoritative book Indus Basin

Uninterrupted: A History of Territory and
PoliticsfromAlexandertoNehru,UttamKumar
Sinha,SeniorFellowattheManoharParrikar
InstituteofDefenceStudiesandAnalyses,de-
tailed the objections raised by several lead-
ers, includingAtalBihariVajpayee,whenthe
Treaty was brought for ratification by
Jawaharlal Nehru in 1960. Nehruwas casti-
gatedfor“yieldingtoPakistan’swishes”and
agreeing to “concessionsafter concessions”.
However, theTreatyhasbeen largelyabsent
frompublic discourse after that—unlike in

Pakistan,whereitsperceivedinjusticeispart
of everydayconversations.
However, theSeptember2016Uri attack

changed things in India, triggering a public
clamourforweaponsingtheTreaty.Beingthe
upper riparian state, India has a distinct ad-
vantage,withanentirelyone-sidedpowerto
inflictdamage.Indiangovernmentsuntilthen
hadresistedthetemptationtousetheTreaty
asastrategictoolagainstPakistan.But inthe
aftermath of the attack, Prime Minister
NarendraModi’s “blood andwater cannot
flow together” remark, and the temporary
suspension of routine meetings of Indus
Commissioners, signalled a departure. The
recentnoticetoPakistanisanotherstepinthe
samedirection.
Inaway,thisisanotherBalakotmoment.

ThenoticeisamessagetoPakistanthatIndia
would be unpredictable in its dealingswith
it, andwould not shy away fromescalation.
Considering Pakistan’s desperate depend-
ence on the Indus basin rivers, this in itself
couldbeextremelyunsettling.
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SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD, JANUARY31

VISAKHAPATNAMWILL be the new capital
of Andhra Pradesh, ChiefMinister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy announced on Tuesday. The
process to choose the new capital has seen
several twists and turns, and a relatedmat-
ter listed for hearing in the Supreme Court
onTuesdaywasultimatelynot takenup.

Reddy’s announcement
At the International Diplomatic Alliance

Meet inNewDelhi, the CM said: “I amhere
toinviteyoutoVisakhapatnam,whichisgo-
ingtobeourcapitalinthedaystocome.Imy-
selfwillbeshiftingthere...Iaminvitingyouto
theGlobalInvestorsSummitweareorganis-
ingonMarch3and4atVisakhapatnam.”
Theannouncement isbeingseenasreit-

eration that Jagan’s government will go
aheadwith its plan for “all-round develop-
mentofAndhraPradesh”throughdecentral-
isation, includingestablishingthreecapitals
for the state — Amaravati, which the N
ChandrababuNaidugovernmenthadbegun
todevelopasthestatecapital,as thelegisla-
tivecapital;Visakhapatnamastheexecutive
capital; andKurnoolas the judicial capital.

Idea not abandoned
InNovember2021,facingprotestsandle-

galdifficulties,thegovernmentrepealedthe
lawtocreatethethreecapitals,butitdidnot
giveup itsplans.
In January 2020, the Jagan government

had scrapped the Andhra Pradesh Capital
Region Development Authority (APCRDA)
Act, 2014 passed by the previous TDP gov-
ernment, thus slamming the door on
Amaravati’s futureas thestate’s capital.
The governmenthad alsopassed theAP

DecentralisationandInclusiveDevelopment
ofAllRegionsAct,2020,whichprovided for
three “Seats of Governance...to be called as
‘Capital(s)’” — Amaravati, Visakhapatnam,
and Kurnool — “to enable a decentralised
modelof governance”.
However, hundredsof farmerswhohad

given their land for the development of the
capital city at Amaravati under the TDP
regime,andwhohadorganisedthemselves
under the banner of the Rajdhani Rythu
ParirakshanaSamithi,challengedthedecen-
tralisationdecision in theAPHighCourt.
Underpressure,thegovernmentdecided

toscrapthedecentralisationlaw.TheCMtold

theAssemblythatitwouldintroducea“bet-
ter”and“comprehensive”Billafterplugging
loopholesinthepreviousversion.Hedidnot
giveany timeframe.
Despite repealing the three capitals Act,

thegovernmentcontinuedtopropagatethe
decentralisationplan.

Battle in the courts
OnMarch3,2022,theAPHighCourt,act-

ingonthepetitionsoffarmerswhohadgiven
land for Amaravati, directed the state gov-
ernmenttodevelopthe(erstwhile)proposed
capitalasenvisagedundertheCapitalRegion
Development Authority (CRDA) Act of the
previous TDP government, and set a dead-
lineof sixmonths todoso.
Italsotoldthegovernmenttodevelopthe

plots allocated to farmers in lieu of the land
theyhadgivenupandhandittotheminthree
months,andtocarrythroughtheplanstode-
veloptheninethemecities inAmaravati.
Thestategovernmentchallengedtheor-

derintheSupremeCourtinSeptember2022.
OnNovember 28, 2022, the SC frowned on
the directions of the High Court, and put a
stayontheirimplementation.TheSCsought
responses from the Centre, the Andhra
Pradesh government, and the Amravati
RajdhaniRythuParirakshananSamitibythe
nextdateof hearing, January31,2023.
Thematter, however, was not taken up

on Tuesday. “Thematter was listed in the
cause list for today, buthearingdidnot take
place.Afreshdatewillbeissued,”YSRCPMP
VVijaySaiReddy toldThe IndianExpress.

Government’s plan
Evenasthequestionofwhathappensto

thefarmersandtheassetsalreadydeveloped
atAmaravatiremainsopen,thestategovern-
ment has beenpushing its decentralisation
plan,whichwas reflected in theCM’s state-
mentonTuesday.Inrecentweeks,Ministers
and leaders of the YSRCP have been saying
that the governmentwould start function-
ing fromVisakhapatnamsoon.
Ahead of theMarch 3-4 summit, nearly

Rs 100 crore has been allocated to beautify
Visakhapatnam,whichwillalsohosttheG20
Summit Working Group Committee on
March28-29.
ChiefMinisterReddyandalmosttheen-

tire government will be working from
VisakhapatnaminMarch.
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Capital tussle in AP: Jagan
says it will be Vizag;

Amaravati claim in court

AMITABH SINHA
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WhenThe IndianExpressvisitedAmaravati inAugust2019, flats forMLA/MLCs
andAll IndiaServicesofficerswerealmostcomplete. Sreenivas Janyala/ExpressArchive

Assessing the case for amending India-Pak IndusWaters Treaty

UDITMISRA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

IN ITS January update of the World
Economic Outlook (WEO) released on
Tuesday,theInternationalMonetaryFund
(IMF) marginally improved its global
growth forecast for 2023—a relief, given
fears of a global recession this year. The
turnaround reflects “positive surprises
and greater-than-expected resilience in
numerouseconomies”, theupdatesaid.
TheIMFreleasestheWEOinApriland

October every year, and updates it in
Januaryand July.

Global growthwill bottomout
in2023, gatherpace in2024
The October 2022WEO forecast that

theglobalgrowthratewilldeceleratefrom
3.4%in2022to2.7%in2023.“Morethana
thirdof theglobal economywill contract
this year or next, while the three largest
economies — the United States, the
European Union, and China —will con-
tinue to stall. In short, theworst is yet to
come,andformanypeople2023will feel
likea recession,” the IMFhadsaid then.
In theTuesdayupdate, the IMFhas ef-

fectivelyruledoutaglobalrecession:“Nega-
tivegrowthinglobalGDPorglobalGDPper
capita—whichoftenhappenswhenthere
isaglobalrecession—isnotexpected.”
Instead, it expects global growth to

bottom out in 2023 before starting to
gather speed in 2024. Global growth is
nowprojected to fall to 2.9% in 2023 be-
fore rising to3.1% in2024.
“ComparedwiththeOctoberforecast,

theestimatefor2022andtheforecast for
2023arebothhigherbyabout0.2percent-
agepoint...,” the IMFsaid.
China, Russia, the US, Germany, and

Italy have seen themost significant up-
ward revisions of 2023 GDP forecasts.
There is an almost 1 percentage point
downgradeintheUK’s2023GDPforecast.

Global inflation has peaked,
but relief will come slowly
Inflationisexpectedtohavepeakedin

2022but disinflation (the fall in inflation
rate)willbeslow,andwilltakeallof2023
and2024, theupdatesaid.
“About84percentofcountriesareex-

pectedtohavelowerheadline(consumer
priceindex)inflationin2023thanin2022.
Global inflation is set to fall from8.8per-
cent in 2022 (annual average) to 6.6 per-

cent in 2023 and 4.3 percent in 2024—
above pre-pandemic (2017-19) levels of
about3.5percent,” the IMFsaid.
Price rise is slowing due tomonetary

tighteningbycentralbanks,andbecause,
inthewakeof falteringdemand,pricesof
bothfuelandnon-fuelcommoditieshave
comedownfromtheir recenthighs.

Indiawill be fastest growing
major economy in 2023, 2024
“Growthin India isset todecline from

6.8percent in2022to6.1percent in2023
before picking up to 6.8 percent in 2024,
with resilient domestic demand despite
external headwinds,” the IMF has said.
Thismeans Indiawill remain theworld’s
fastest growingmajor economy in both
2023and2024.Chinaissettogrowat5.4%
in2023and4.5% in2024.

Recession fears dissipate, Indiawill be fastest growing
major economy:What the IMF’s outlook update says

UDITMISRA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

ON TUESDAY, the government tabled the
EconomicSurvey2022-23.TheSurvey laid
outtheoutlookforIndia’sgrowth,inflation,
andunemployment in thecomingyears.

First,what is theEconomicSurvey?
For any year, the Survey provides a de-

tailed report of the national economy. It is
prepared by the Economic Division of the
DepartmentofEconomicAffairs (DEA)un-
der the guidance of the Chief Economic
Advisor (CEA).
Ithaschaptersoneverythingfromagri-

culture to government finances, and from
unemployment to the state of infrastruc-
ture in theeconomy.
Apart from detailing the events of the

year, theEconomicSurveyalso looksat fu-
ture scenarios, andprovides anoutlook in
every chapter.
The comments or policy solutions con-

tained in theSurveyarenotbindingon the
government or the Union Budget. Still, the
Surveyprovidesacomprehensiveandoffi-
cial accountof the Indianeconomy.

Whatarethemaintakeawaysof the
EconomicSurveythisyear?
GDPGROWTH:TheSurvey states that

India’s growth estimate for FY23 is higher
thanforalmostallmajoreconomies. Infact,
the Surveypointedout that India’s growth
is“evenslightlyabovetheaveragegrowthof
the Indian economy in the decade leading
upto thepandemic”.
“Despite strong global headwinds and

tighterdomesticmonetarypolicy, if Indiais
still expected to growbetween 6.5 and 7.0
per cent, and that toowithout the advan-
tageofabaseeffect,itisareflectionofIndia’s
underlyingeconomic resilience;of its abil-
ity to recoup, renew and re-energise the
growth drivers of the economy,” the
EconomicSurveysays.
INFLATION: The RBI has projected

headline inflation at 6.8% in FY23, outside
its comfort zoneof 2% to6%.High inflation
isseenasabigfactorholdingbackdemand
among consumers. However, the Survey
sounds optimistic about the inflation lev-
els and trajectory, saying “it is not high
enough to deter private consumption and
also not so low as to weaken the induce-
ment to invest.”
UNEMPLOYMENT: The Survey says

“employment levels have risen in the cur-

rent financial year”, and that “job creation
appears to havemoved into a higher orbit
withtheinitialsurgeinexports,astrongre-
leaseof the“pent-up”demand,andaswift
rolloutof thecapex.”
It points to the Periodic Labour Force

Survey(PLFS),whichshowedthaturbanun-
employment rate for people aged 15 years
andolderdeclinedfrom9.8%inthequarter
ended September 2021 to 7.2% one year
later.TheSurveyalsounderlinesthatthefall
in unemployment rate is accompanied by
animprovement inthe labour forcepartic-
ipationrate.

What is theoutlookfor2023-24?
The Survey projects a baseline GDP

growthof 6.5% in real terms inFY24.
However,ithasdetailedsomedownside

riskstothisprojection.Forinstance, lowde-
mand for Indian exports, thanks to poor
global growth, may widen India’s trade
deficit and make the rupee depreciate.
Similarly, sustainedmonetary tightening
(higher interest rates)maydragdowneco-
nomicactivity inFY24.

Whatdoesthismeanforthefutureof
India’seconomy?
Thecentralthrustof thisyear’sSurveyis

thatIndia’seconomyhascompletelyrecov-
eredfromtheCoviddisruptionand,at long
last, ispoisedtoseesustainedrobustgrowth
in the restof thedecade.
Explaining this contention, CEA V

Anantha Nageswaran has said that the
phasebetween2014and2022—thatis,the
timewhentheBJPhasbeeninpower—has
witnessed “wide-ranging structural and
governance reforms that strengthened the
economy’s fundamentals by enhancing its
overall efficiency”.
He clarified that these reformshadnot

yielded the desired results so far because
banks were getting rid of their non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) and business firms
were deleveraging. Shocks such as the
CovidpandemicandtheUkrainewarmade
mattersworse.
“As the health and economic shocks of

thepandemic and the spike in commodity
pricesin2022wearoff,theIndianeconomy
is thuswell placed to grow at its potential

inthecomingdecade,similartothegrowth
experienceof theeconomyafter2003.This
is the primary reason for expecting India’s
growth outlook to be better than it was in
thepre-pandemicyears,” said theSurvey.

Whyisthereareferenceto2003?
TheSurveyhasarguedthatthesituation

in2023 is similar tohowtheeconomywas
poised in2003.
It says the period between 2014 and

2022 isanalogous to1998-2002,whende-
spitetransformativereformsbythegovern-
ment (also ledbytheBJP), the Indianecon-
omylaggedgrowthreturns.Thiswasdueto
temporaryshockssuchastheUSsanctions
after India’s nuclear test, two successive
droughts,thecollapseofthetechboom,etc.
Butonce theseshocks faded, thestructural
reformspaidgrowthdividends from2003.
The Survey claims the same story is set to
berepeated from2023.

Howlikely is this?
Thefirstthingtonoteisthatevenbefore

Covid, India’s potential growth rate — the
rate atwhich it can growwithout inflation
becomingaproblem—hadfallentojust6%.
Inthe2003-2008perioditwas8%.Between
2009 and 2015, it was 7%. In the next few
years, it isunlikely to risemuchabove6%.
Secondly,during the2003-2008phase,

theglobaleconomywasbooming—exactly
oppositeof thesituationnow.
Thirdly, in India, unemployment rates

underestimate the alarming stress in the
labourmarket,becauselabourforcepartic-
ipationrate(ortheproportionofpeoplede-
mandingjobs) is itselfquite low.Moreover,
over the past two decades, India’s growth
has become increasingly capital-intensive
(using relatively less labour). This trend is
likelytoworsenasautomationeatsintorou-
tine jobs.
Widespread joblessness translates to

lower incomes and lower consumer de-
mand.That,inturn,dissuadesprivatesector
investments and eventually acts as a drag
oneconomicgrowth.
Indiaistheworld’smostpopulouscoun-

trywith a growing youth bulge. It has the
world’s largestpoolof poorpeopleandthe
largestpoolofmalnourishedchildren.Given
the low levels of per capita income, it re-
quiresmuch faster growth thanmany de-
veloped countries. A growth rate of 4% in
India can feel like a recession and even
though a 6% growth should be achievable,
it may not create enough jobs to satisfy a
growingpopulation.

Economic Survey takeaways
Thecentral thrustof thisyear’sEconomicSurvey is that India’seconomyhasrecovered fromtheCovid

disruptionand ispoisedtogrowlike itdidpost2003.However, thereareseveral challenges
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TRUMP’S ROLE IN PAYMENT TO PORN STAR

GRAND JURYHEARSHUSHMONEYCASE
The grand jury's hearing of evidence over Donald Trump's role in hush money pay-
ments to porn star Stormy Daniels during his 2016 White House campaign could lay
groundwork for possible criminal charges against the ex-president, Reuters reported

NIGERIA

Cashshortagein
pushfornewly
designednotes
NIGERIA’SPUSHtoreplace
its paper money with
newlydesigned currency
noteshas createdashort-
ageofcash,leavingpeople
unable to buywhat they
need and forcing busi-
nessestoclose.TheCentral
BankofNigeriasaysthere-
designeddenominations
of200,500and1,000naira
notes and new limits on
large cash withdrawals
would help curbmoney
launderingandmakedig-
italpaymentsthenormin
Africa’s biggest economy.
But theprocess to replace
the old currency notes is
“rushed,”andcommercial
banksdon’t have enough
new cash to give to cus-
tomers, pushingdemand
higher than supply, said
AyokunleOlubunmiwith
Nigeria’s main ratings
agency,AgustoandCo.AP

Nigeria’scommercial
banksdon’thave
enoughnewcash.AP

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

NEPALCRASH

DNAtestsofsix
victimsbegin
AUTHORITIES ON Tue-
sday began conducting
DNAtestsontheremains
of the six unidentified
passengers who died in
the horrific plane crash
earlier this month. They
were among 72 people
who died after Yeti
Airlinesflight691crashed
on the bank of the Seti
Riverbetweentheoldair-
port and the newairport
in the resort city of
Pokhara, minutes before
landing, on January 15.
Fifty-threeNepalesepas-
sengers and 15 foreign
nationals and four crew
memberswere on board
the plane when it
crashed. PTI

CYPRUS

Voteamidethnic
splitonSunday
CYPRIOTSAREvotingfora
newpresidentwhothey’ll
expect to steer thenation
throughshiftinggeopolit-
ical sands and uncertain
economictimesthathave
becomepeople’s overrid-
ing concern, eclipsing
stalematedeffortstorem-
edy the country’s ethnic
division.Themonths-long
campaignhasbeenalack-
lustre affair, mainly be-
cause the three leading
candidates are associates
of outgoing President
NicosAnastasiadesandso
their battles have centred
ontryingtopersuadevot-
ersthey’renotallcutfrom
samecloth. AP

LONG FUEL LINES HAVE VANISHED, BUT ECONOMY REMAINS ON VENTILATOR

MUJIBMASHAL&
SKANDHAGUNASEKARA
IBBAGAMUWA,COLOMBO,
JANUARY31

ON THE surface, calm has re-
turned to Sri Lanka since the
SouthAsiannationplungedinto
political chaosandvirtualbank-
ruptcylastsummer.Gonearethe
fuel linesthatsnakedforblocks;
aseasideexpanse thathadbeen
thesiteofamonths-longprotest
encampmentwas resplendent
overtheholidayswithChristmas
lightsandcarnival rides.
But underneath, the island

nation’s economy remains on a
ventilator,with thegovernment

yet tosecureawayoutof crush-
ing debt. Sri Lankans have be-
come resigned to a sad reality:
pared-downmeals,shrunkenin-
comesandreducedexpectations.
Manyyoungpeoplearedes-

perately tryingto findawayout
of the country. Thosewho can-
notescapearelefttoreckonwith
thelikelihoodthatanyeconomic
reboundwill bemodest at best,
all buterasing theearlierprom-
iseofmobility in this oncemid-
dle-incomenation.
Perhapsmostofall,whathas

taken the wind out of Sri
Lankansisthat,evenafterapop-
ular uprising that ousted the
strongmanpresidentinJuly, the
same political elite still call the

shots, with little accountability
forthemismanagementandex-
cess thatwrecked thecountry.
Economic data paints a pic-

ture of starkly diminished lives.
Inflation, which peaked at
around90%during theworst of
thecrisis,remainsapunishingly
high59%. For two in fivehouse-
holds, food purchases eat up at
least75%ofexpenditures.Nearly
30%of thepopulation is experi-
encing food insecurity, accord-
ing to theUnitedNations.
Some semblance of stability

hascomenot throughrepairing
the economy, but through a se-
riesofpainfultaxhikesandsub-
sidy cuts that have further con-
strained demand. While

necessary,themovesareunpop-
ular and offer grist to the politi-
cal opposition,which raises the

risk that thisgovernmentor the
nextcouldpullbackonthem.
In Sri Lanka’s lush central

plains, HMDissanayake, 65, a
farmer, and his wife, Malani
Mangalika, 64, who runs a cor-
ner store, have reduced their
consumption of fish andmeat
fromthreetimesaweektoonce
amonth. The couple looked at
each other as they tried to re-
member the last time they had
milk. “Six months ago,”
Mangalika said.
“How long since we had

eggs?Dissanayakeasked.
“Twomonths,” shesaid.
SriLankadefaultedonitsdebt

last spring, and it is now in dis-
cussions with the IMF over a
bailoutpackagethatcouldinject
$2.9billioninmuch-neededcash
into its economy and,more im-

portant,restoresomeconfidence
with creditors. The government
hasbeenmovingonotherpieces
oftheIMF’sconditionstoreduce
its budget gap — raising taxes,
slashing subsidies on essentials
like fuel and electricity, and try-
ingtoturnaroundmoney-losing
publicenterprises.
Shehan Semasinghe, the

stateminister for finance, said
the government had improved
thesupplyandavailabilityofes-
sential items since the worst
months of the crisis. But he ac-
knowledgedthatSriLanka’sfor-
eignreservesremained“negligi-
ble” and that the country was
still hand-to-mouth.
“Everybody wants to leave

this country,” said Ravi Selliah,
thegeneralmanagerofarecruit-
ment firm. “Even CEOs of com-
paniescomeandaskforanykind
of jobsabroad.”
KuganSivanathan,a21-year-

old bank clerk, has been filing
outapplicationafterapplication
withoutmuchluck.Whenhegot
hisbankjobaftergraduatingcol-
lege,hethoughthisearningsand
his father’s salary would give
theirfamilyoffouracomfortable
life. But as prices skyrocketed
and the country’s currency
plunged,Sivanathan’ssalarywas
ineffecthalved.
“At this stage, I thought I

could buy a bike,” Sivanathan
said. “I still take thebus.” NYT

ManySriLankansaredesperate to leavethecountry.NYT

Meals shrinking, hopes falling, Sri Lanka’s easy calm hides uneasy reality

REUTERS,AP&PTI
PESHAWAR,JANUARY31

THEDEATH toll fromMonday's
suicide blast rose to at least 100
onTuesdayafterrescueworkers
retrievedmore bodies from the
debrisof thedevastatedmosque
inside amajor police facility in
Pakistan's northwestern
Peshawarcity.
Capital City Police Officer

(CCPO) PeshawarMohammad
AijazKhantoldGeoTVthehead
of the suspected bomber was
also recoveredat thesite.
Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif, who called the suicide
blast "no less than an attack on
Pakistan”,onTuesdaydismissed
criticismofhisgovernmentand
his call forunityafter theblast.
“Through their despicable

actions,terroristswanttospread
fear & paranoia among the
masses & reverse our hard-
earnedgainsagainstterrorism&
militancy,” he tweeted. “My
message to all political forces is
one of unity against anti-
Pakistanelements.Wecanfight
ourpolitical fights later.”
Referringtotheattack,Army

chief General AsimMunir di-
rected his Generals to focus on
anti-terrorism operations as he
vowedzerotoleranceforterror-

ist groups. “Such immoral and
cowardly acts cannot shake the
resolveof thenationratherrein-
vigorate our determination to
succeed in ongoingwar against
terror,"hesaid.
As distraught relatives

thronged hospitals to look for
theirkin,MohammadAsim,the
spokesperson of the govern-
ment-runLadyReadingHospital
(LRH), said100bodieshadbeen
brought to themedical facility
since theattack.

Policesaidthehospitalalsore-
ceivedmorethan200injuredafter
the attack, the deadliest in a
decade tohit this restive, north-
westerncityneartheAfghanbor-
der. RiazMahsud, a senior local
governmentofficial,saidthecasu-
altytollwaslikelytoriseaswork-
erssearchedthroughthedebris.
Counter-terrorismpolice are

investigatinghowthebomberwas
abletoreachthemosque,whichis
in awalled compound, inside a
high security zone. “Yes, itwas a

security lapse,” saidGhulamAli,
the provincial governor in the
KhyberPakhtunkhwaprovince,of
whichPeshawaristhecapital.“The
inspector-generalofthepolicehas
set up an inquiry committee,
whichwill look intoallaspectsof
thebombing,”hesaid.
No group has claimed re-

sponsibility for the attack so far.
The TTP denied responsibility
thoughithassteppedupattacks
sincewithdrawingfromapeace
dealwithgovernment lastyear.

SUSIEBLANN
KYIV, JANUARY31

UKRAINE’SPUSHfor fighter jets
to help beat back Russia’s inva-
sion force risks straining the
unityofUkraine’sWesternallies,
amid fears that themove could
escalate the nearly year-long
conflict and draw themdeeper
into thewar.
Ukrainian DefenceMinister

OleksiiReznikovwasdueinParis
Tuesday where discussions
about the possible delivery of
fighter jets to Ukraine was ex-
pected tobeontheagenda.
Kyivofficialshaverepeatedly

urged allies to send jets, saying
they are essential to challenge
Russia’sairsuperiorityandtoen-
sure the successof future coun-
teroffensives that could be
spearheaded by tanks recently
promisedbyWesterncountries.
Therewasnoindicationthat

a decision on warplanes to
Ukrainemight come any time
soon and no sign thatWestern
countries have changed their
earlier stance on the issue.
Ukraine’s allies also have ruled
out providing Kyiv with long-
rangemissilesabletohitRussian
territory, signaling a similarly
cautiousstanceonwarplanes.
Asked about Lithuania’s call

forWesterncountriestoprovide
Ukraine with fighter jets and
long-range missiles, Kremlin
spokesmanDmitry Peskov said
the comments “reflected an ag-
gressive approach taken by the
Baltic nations and Poland, who
arereadytodoeverythingtopro-
voke further escalationwithout
thinkingaboutconsequences.”
“It’sverysadthattheleaders

of big European countries that
drivetheEuropeanagendadon’t
fulfill a balancing role to offset
such extremist inclinations,”

Peskov said in a conference call
with reporters.
FrenchPresidentEmmanuel

MacronsaidMondaythatFrance
doesn’t exclude sending fighter
jets to Ukraine, but he laid out
multipleconditionsbeforesuch
asignificant step is taken.
The conditions, he said, in-

clude not leading to an escala-
tionof tensionsorusing theair-
craft“totouchRussiansoil,”and
not resulting inweakening “the
capacitiesof theFrencharmy.”
AskedbyareporterMondayif

hisadministrationwasconsider-
ing sendingUkraine F-16 fighter
jets toUkraine,U.S. President Joe
Bidenresponded“no.”
German Chancellor Olaf

Scholz appeared to balk at the
prospectofprovidingfighterjets,
suggesting Sunday that the rea-
son for the entire discussion
mightbedownto“domesticpo-
liticalmotives”insome countries.
Dutch PrimeMinisterMark

RuttesaidMondaythereare“no
taboos” in efforts to help
Ukraine.Butheaddedthatsend-
ing jets “would be a very big
next step.” AP

Gifts case: Court
to indict Imran
on February 7
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
ISLAMABAD, JANUARY31

A PAKISTANI court on Tuesday
announceditwillchargeformer
PM Imran Khan in the
ToshakhanacaseonFebruary7.
Khan, the 70-year-old crick-

eter-turned-politician, is in the
crosshairs for buying gifts, in-
cludinganexpensiveGraffwrist-
watchhehadreceivedasPMata
discounted price from the state
depository called Toshakhana
andsellingthemforprofit.
The judge of an additional

sessions court here, Zafar Iqbal,
heard the case on Tuesday and
fixed February 7 as the indict-
ment date, according to The
ExpressTribunenewspaper.Khan
was also ordered to pay Rs
20,000asbond, the report said.
OnOctober 21 last year, the

ElectionCommission saidKhan
made“falsestatementsandincor-
rectdeclarations”regardingthese
gifts. Hewas subsequently dis-
qualified by the ECP formaking
“false statements and incorrect
declaration”intheissue.

France hit by new wave of strikes
against Macron’s pension reform
SYBILLEDELAHAMAIDE
&STEPHANEMAHE
SAINT-NAZAIRE, JANUARY31

STRIKINGWORKERS disrupted
French refinerydeliveries, public
transportandschoolsonTuesday
in a second day of nationwide
protestsoverPresidentEmmanuel
Macron’s plan tomake people
worklongerbeforeretirement.
Crowds marched through

citiesacrossFrancetodenounce
a reform that raises the retire-
mentagebytwoyearsto64and
which is a test ofMacron's abil-
ity topushthroughchangenow

thathehas losthisworkingma-
jority inparliament.
Ontherailnetworks,onlyone

in every three high-speed TGV
trainswere operating and even
fewer local and regional trains.
ServicesontheParismetrowere
thrownintodisarray.
Buoyedbytheir successear-

lier in the month when more
thanamillionpeopletooktothe
streets,tradeunionswhichhave
been battling tomaintain their
power and influence urged the
public to turnoutenmasse.
“Wewon't drive until we're

64!” bus driver Isabelle Texier
saidataprotest inSaint-Nazaire,

adding that many careers in-
volvedtoughworkingconditions.
The pension system reform

would yield an additional 17.7
billion euros ($19.18 billion) in
annual pension contributions,
according to Labour Ministry
estimates.
Unions say there are other

waystoraiserevenue,suchastax-
ing the super rich or asking em-
ployersorwell-off pensioners to
contributemore. “This reform is
unfairandbrutal,”saidLucFarre,
the secretary general of the civil
servants’ UNSAunion. “Moving
(the pension age) to 64 is going
backwards,socially.” REUTERS

COLLEENBARRY
MILAN, JANUARY31

ITALY’S GOVERNMENT has in-
creased security around its
diplomaticmissionsaroundthe
globe in response to “a
crescendoof terroristic attacks”
byananarchistnetworkthathas
beenactinginsolidaritywithan
imprisoned Italianmilitant, the
foreignminister saidTuesday.
Foreign Minister Antonio

Tajani cited nearly a dozen at-
tackssincetheendofNovember,
ranging from vandalism to ex-
plosivedevicesthathavecaused

damagetoItaliandiplomatictar-
gets in Argentina, Bolivia,
Germany, Greece, Portugal,
Spain and Switzerland. No in-

jurieshavebeenreported.
“Itisobviousthatthereisanin-

ternationalsolidarity(amongan-
archists) and therefore anattack
against Italy, against Italian insti-
tutions,isbeingcarriedoutacross
theworld,”Tajanisaid,addingthat
securitywasbeingraisedatallem-
bassiesandconsulates.
The attacks and as well as a

series of protests, includingone
plannedTuesday inMadrid, are
in solidarity with Alfredo
Cospito,amilitant servinga10-
yearsentenceforshootinginthe
leganstateenergyexecutiveand
20yearsforaseriesofdynamite
attacks in Italy. AP

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
THEHAGUE, JANUARY31

AZERBAIJAN APPEALED on
Tuesday to the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) to urgently
orderArmeniatostopthelaying
of landmines and booby traps
onAzerbaijaniterritoryanddis-
closethelocationof suchexplo-
sives that already have been
placed, in the latest legal battle
focused on the mountainous
Nagorno-Karabakhregion.
Azerbaijani DeputyMinister

for Foreign Affairs Elnur
MammadovtoldjudgesattheICJ
that his country has discovered
morethan2,700Armenianland
mines since December 2021,
when the court ordered both
Azerbaijan and Armenia not to
takeanyactionthatwouldaggra-
vate their decades-long territo-
rial dispute. He said themines
andbooby trapsareadeliberate
attempt by Armenia to prevent
thereturnofAzerbaijanisforced
fromtheirhomesbytheconflict.
“If Azerbaijanispreparingthe

liberatedterritoriesforthereturn
of those displaced cannot do so
safely, how can displaced
Azerbaijanis safely exercise their
righttoreturn?”Mammadovsaid.
The claim came in hearings

at the court's headquarters in
The Hague in a pair of cases
brought by Armenia and
Azerbaijan alleging breaches of
a convention preventing racial
discrimination.
Thelegalskirmishesareplay-

ingoutagainstabackdropofris-
ing tensions just over twoyears
after thenationsendedawar in
Nagorno-Karabakh that killed
about 6,800 soldiers and dis-
placedaround90,000civilians.

ARMYCHIEF VOWSMOREFOCUSONANTI-TERROROPERATIONS

Rescueworkerssearchtherubble forbodiesat theblast site inPeshawar,Tuesday.Reuters

AdestroyedRussiantankondisplay indowntownKyiv.AP

MATTHEWLEE
JERUSALEM,JANUARY31

US SECRETARY of State Antony
Blinkenwrapped up a two-day
visit to Israel and theWest Bank
onTuesdaywithrenewedappeals
for Israeli-Palestinian calmamid
analarmingspikeofviolence.
Blinken met Palestinian

leaderMahmoud Abbas in the
WestBanktownofRamallahon
Tuesday,adayafterseeingIsraeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. Standing alongside
Netanyahu,Blinkenstressedthe
importance the Biden adminis-
tration places on resolving the
long-running conflict with a
two-state solution.
However, beyond urging a

de-escalation of tensions,
Blinken offered no newUS ini-
tiative to do so. Therewere few
signs that Blinkenwasmaking

progress on even the modest
goalofhaltingthelatestwaveof
violence,much less of address-
ingthebroaderissuessurround-
ingpeace talks.
Speaking to reporters in

Jerusalem,Blinkensaidleaderson

both sides had voiced concerns
aboutthecurrentviolenceduring
hismeetings.Hesaidheinstructed
twotopaides—BarbaraLeaf, the
topUSdiplomat for theMiddle
East,andHadyAmr,theUSenvoy
tothePalestinians—toremainin

the region towork todefuse ten-
sions. “Restoringcalm isour im-
mediate task.Butover the longer
term,wehavetodomorethanjust
lowertensions,”hesaid.
Blinken also said the US

would oppose “anything” that
undermines the the two-state
vision,includingnewsettlement
construction, legalising settle-
ment outposts, demolitions of
Palestinian homes and incite-
ment toviolence.
InRamallah,Abbasplacedall

blameforthespikeinviolenceon
Israel and berated the interna-
tional community for not doing
more to pressure Israel. “We af-
firm that the Israeli government
isresponsibleforwhatishappen-
ingtoday,”hesaid,adding:“Israel
is beingoverlooked,withoutde-
terrence or accountability, as it
continues its unilateral opera-
tions.” He called for “complete
cessation”of theoperations. AP

US Secretaryof StateAntonyBlinkenwithPalestiniancivil
societymembers inRamallah,WestBank,onTuesday.AP

Azerbaijan to
ICJ: Armenia
must stop
sowing mines

Mosque blast toll 100, Shehbaz urges
parties for unity: ‘Political fights later’

Amid Israel-Palestine tension, Blinken
urges peace but offers no new US help

Anattackclaimedbyan
anarchistnetwork inRome
onMonday.AP

Italian embassies on alert after
‘crescendo of anarchist attacks’

ITWASonlyaftermonths
of haggling thatUkraine
lastweekpersuaded its
Westernallies to send
the tanksamidRussia’s
renewedpush in the
offensive.However,
despiteKyiv’s efforts, its
allieshavecontinuedto
balkat theprospectof
sending it fighter jets,
urgingcautionvis-a-vis
PutinandRussia.
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Tanks in pipeline,
Kyiv push for jets
risks West’s unity
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Statesdebt
costup7.68%
New Delhi: In the second-
highest auction in FY23, 13
states raisedRs25,800crore
in debt capital on Tuesday,
paying a higher price as the
cost roseby4basis points to
7.68percent.PTI

SECTORALPOINTERS
Regulating crypto
ecosystem
THE RECENT collapse of the cryp-
tocurrencyexchangeFTXandtheen-
suing sell-off in the cryptomarkets
haveplacedaspotlightonthevulner-
abilities inthecryptoecosystem,the
Economic Survey said on Tuesday.
Crypto assets are self-referential in-
strumentsanddonotstrictlypassthe
testofbeingafinancialassetbecause
ithasnointrinsiccashflowsattached
tothem.Ararejointstatementbythe
Federal Reserve, Federal Deposit
InsuranceCorporation(FDIC)andthe
Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency (OCC) on January 3, 2023,
highlighted their concerns about
crypto-assetriskstothebankingsys-
tem, itnoted.

EV market may
cross 1-crore sales
INDIA'SELECTRICvehicles(EV)mar-
ket is expected to grow to one crore
units annual sales by 2030 and cre-
ate5croredirectandindirect jobs,as
pertheEconomicSurvey.Thesurvey
saidthatinDecember2022,Indiabe-
came the third-largest automobile
market, surpassing Japan and
Germany in terms of sales. "The au-
tomotiveindustryisexpectedtoplay
acriticalroleinthetransitiontowards
green energy. The domestic electric
vehicles (EV)market is expected to
growat a compoundannual growth
rate (CAGR) of 49 per cent between
2022and2030andisexpectedtohit
one crore units of annual sales by
2030," it said.

Fiscal deficit
touches nearly 60%
THEGOVERNMENT'Sfiscaldeficitas
of end-December touched 59.8 per
centof thefull-yearBudgetEstimate
on subdued growth in revenue col-
lections, according to financemin-
istrydatareleasedonTuesday. Inac-
tual terms, the fiscal deficit --which
is the difference between expendi-
ture and revenue --was Rs 9,92,976
croreduringtheApril-Decemberpe-
riodof2022-23.Inthecorresponding
period last year, the deficit was 50.4
per cent of the Budget Estimates of
2021-22. The government has bud-
geted fiscal deficit at Rs 16.61 lakh
croreor6.4percentof theGDPinthe
current financial year endingMarch
2023.

5G can unleash
new eco avenues
THEROLLOUTof5Gservicescanun-
leash new economic opportunities
andhelpIndialeapfrogthetraditional
barriers to development, while
boosting innovationby startups and
businesses,theSurveysaid.Themas-
sivewaveofdigitisation,risingpene-
trationofsmartphones,andtechnol-
ogyadoptionhaveopenedthedoors
forbothtraditionalandnew-agesec-
tors, observed the Economic Survey
2022-23. "The rollout of 5G services
canunleashneweconomicopportu-
nities and help the country leapfrog
the traditional barriers to develop-
ment, spur innovations by startups
and business enterprises, and ad-
vancethe'DigitalIndia'vision,"itsaid.

FDI may rebound
in coming months
FOREIGNDIRECTinvestmentintothe
countryisexpectedtoreboundinthe
comingmonthsonaccountof India's
high economic growth, and steps to
further improve the business envi-
ronment of India, the Economic
Survey said on Tuesday. The rise in
globaluncertaintyinthewakeof the
Russia-Ukraineconflict,FDIequityin-
flows in themanufacturing sector in
the first half of the current fiscal
(April-September) fell belowits cor-
responding level in the first half of
2021-22, the document, whichwas
tabled inParliament, said. Themon-
etarytighteningatthegloballevelhas
further restricted the FDI equity in-
flows, thesurveysaid.PTI

Tender No :T No.94/2022-23/SE/Q

NABARD-RIDFXXVII - CWSS to Kunnathoor,Poruvazhy,Sooranad North Panchayaths in Kunnathoor
Taluk and Thazhava, Thodiyoor, Kulasekharapuram Panchayaths in Karunagappally Taluk - Contruction
of 10M Dia Intakewell Cum Pump House, Approach bridge , Substation building near Njankadav
(Right Bank), 900 mm DI K9 RWPM, Supply erection commissioning transformer and allied work,Supply
& erection Raw water pump set etc. EMD : Rs. 500000 , Tender fee : Rs. 16540+(2978) GST,
Last Date for submitting Tender : 23-02-2023 02:00:pm Phone : 04742745293,
Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in .

KWA-JB-GL-6-1528-2022-23

Superintending Engineer

PH Circle

Kollam

GOVERNMENT’STHRUSTONCAPEXHASLONGER-TERM IMPLICATIONSFORGROWTH

HITESHVYAS
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

STRONG DOMESTIC demand
and a pickup in capital invest-
mentwill support thecountry’s
growth trajectory in FY24, ac-
cordingtotheEconomicSurvey.
InpossiblepointerstotheUnion
Budget2023-24pushingcapital
expenditure,theSurveysaidthe
government’s thrust on capex,
particularlyintheinfrastructure-
intensive sectors like roads and
highways,railways,andhousing
and urban affairs, has longer-
term implications for growth.
Capex-led growth, it said, will
bring back animal spirits and

helpmanagedebt levels.
Central to the government’s

growthoptimism in FY24 is the
expectationof arecovery inpri-
vate capex, driven by improved
balancesheets,resurgingcredit,
andthecrowdinginfrompublic
capex. This, and an anticipated
funding boost stemming from
capitalflowsoncetherecession-
ary trends in major advanced
economiestriggerahaltinmon-
etarypolicytightening,arelikely
tobegrowthdriversinthecom-
ingyears.
“Growth is expected to be

briskinFY24asavigorouscredit
disbursal,andcapitalinvestment
cycle is expected to unfold in
Indiawith the strengthening of

thebalancesheetsof thecorpo-
rate and banking sectors,” the
Survey said. “While on the one
hand, capital expenditure
strengthens aggregate demand
andcrowds-inprivatespending
in times of risk aversion; it also
enhances the longer-term sup-
ply-side productive capacity,” it
added. The financial system
stressexperiencedinthesecond
decade of themillennium, evi-
denced by rising non-perform-
ingassets, lowcreditgrowthand
declininggrowthratesofcapital
formation caused by excessive
lending witnessed in the first
decade-plus, is now behind us,
the finance ministry’s report
card on the government’s per-

formanceduringthecurrentfis-
cal said.
Theother factors, theSurvey

said, that will push India’s
growth are limited health and
economic fallout for the rest of
theworldfromthecurrentsurge
in Covid-19 infections in China;
inflationary impulses from the
reopening of China’s economy
turningout tobeneither signif-
icant nor persistent and reces-
sionary tendencies inmajor ad-
vanced economies triggering a
cessation of monetary tighten-
ing anda returnof capital flows
toIndiaamidstastabledomestic
inflationratebelow6percent.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Strong agri growth led
to a YoY dip in monthly
demand for MGNREGS

Despite layoffs, number of direct jobs
created by Indian startups rose 36% in 2022

Agriculture sector needs ‘re-orientation’ due to likely
hurdles in climate change, surge in costs of inputs
HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

OBSERVING THAT Indian agri-
culturehasperformedwell, the
Economic Survey 2022-23 said
onTuesdaythatthesectorneeds
“re-orientation” given chal-
lenges like adverse impacts of
climate change, fragmented
landholdings and rising input
costs.
The Survey, presented by

Finance Minister Nirmala
SitharamaninLokSabha,noted,
“The Indian agriculture sector
has been growing at an average
annual growth rate of 4.6 per

cent during the last six years. It
grewby3.0per cent in2021-22
compared to 3.3 per cent in
2020-21.”
“In recent years, India has

also rapidly emerged as the net
exporter of agricultural prod-
ucts. In2020-21,exportsofagri-
cultureandalliedproductsfrom
India grew by 18 per cent over
thepreviousyear.During2021-
22,agriculturalexportsreached
anall-timehighof$50.2billion,”
it said.
“This periodof buoyantper-

formance could be ascribed to
the measures taken by the
Governmenttopromotefarmer-
producerorganisations,encour-

agecropdiversification,andim-
proveproductivityinagriculture

through support provided for
mechanisationandthecreation
of theAgricultureInfrastructure
Fund,” it said. However, the
Survey highlighted that Indian
agricultureneedsre-orientation
inviewofchallengeslikeclimate
changeandrising inputcosts.
“WhileIndianagriculturehas

performedwell,thesectorneeds
re-orientationinthebackdropof
certain challenges like adverse
impactsof climatechange, frag-
mentedlandholdings,sub-opti-
mal farmmechanisation, low
productivity, disguised unem-
ployment, rising input costs,
etc.,” it said.
The Survey further said that

the performance of the agricul-
ture sector remains “critical” to
growth andemployment in the
country.
“Investment in the sector

mustbeencouragedthroughan
affordable, timely and inclusive
approach to credit delivery.
InterventionbytheGovernment
throughPMKisantoprovidein-
comesupport, strengtheningof
institutional finance and insur-
ancethroughthePMFBYandthe
pushgiventoKisanCreditCards
as also access tomachines and
tools that improve productivity
have been significant,” the
Surveysaid. Full report on

www.indianexpress.com

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

EvenasIndianstart-upswenton
alayoffspreethatstartedin2022
andhas continuedwell into the
beginningofthecurrentyear,the
numberofdirectjobscreatedby
thesenew-age firmsrose36per
cent toaround2.7 lakh lastyear,
according to the Economic
Survey for 2022-23, tabled in
ParliamentonTuesday.
About48percentofthestart-

upsinthecountrycomefromtier
II and tier III cities, the Survey
said.

The number of start-ups
recognised by the Department
for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) has in-
creased from 452 in 2016 to
84,012 in 2022,which includes
morethan1,000start-upsinthe
agricultural technology space
and over 500working inmillet
valuechains, itadded.
TheSurveyalso said that the

rate of job creation by start-ups
in 2022was 64 per cent higher
thantheaverageof theprevious
three years. As per the latest re-
port, in 2020, start-ups created
around 1.6 lakh jobs; around 2
lakhjobsin2021;andcloseto2.7

lakh jobs in 2022, a yearwhere
start-ups are estimated to have
collectively let go of more than
20,000workers.TheSurveyalso
said that the rate of job creation
by start-ups in 2022was 64 per
cent higher than the average of
thepreviousthreeyears.
Overall, labourmarkets and

employment recovered beyond
pre-Covidlevels,andtheincrease
inthewomenworkforceandthe
decline in school dropoutswill
aid in socio-economic develop-
ment, theSurveysaid.
Quarterlyurbanemployment

datashowsprogressbeyondpre-
pandemic levels as the unem-

ploymentratedeclinedfrom8.3
percent inJuly-September2019
to7.2percentinJuly-September
2022. “The noticeable rise in
Rural Female Labour Force
Participation Rate (FLFPR) from
19.7 per cent in 2018-19 to 27.7
per cent in 2020-21 is a positive
development,” saidtheSurvey.
According to a survey con-

ducted by the Labour Bureau,
manufacturing had 122.5 lakh
employees, education came in
secondwith69lakh,andIT/BPO
employed38.3 lakhpeopledur-
ing January-March2022.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI,JANUARY31

THEYEAR-on-Year (YoY)decline
inmonthlydemandforMahatma
Gandhi National Rural
EmploymentGuaranteeScheme
(MGNREGS)work is emanating
fromthenormalisationoftheru-
raleconomyduetostrongagricul-
turalgrowthandaswiftbounce-
backfromCovid-19,accordingto
the Economic Survey 2022-23,
presented by FinanceMinister
NirmalaSitharamaninLokSabha
onTuesday.
“Thenumber of persons de-

mandingworkunderMGNREGS
was seen to be trending around
pre-pandemic levels fromJuly to
November2022.Thiscouldbeat-
tributed to the normalisation of
the rural economydue to strong
agriculturalgrowthandaswiftre-
coveryfromCovid-inducedslow-
down,culminating inbetterem-
ployment opportunities,” the
Surveynoted.
“In FY23, as on January 24

2023, 6.49 crorehouseholds de-
manded employment under
MGNREGS,and6.48crorehouse-
holdswereofferedemployment,
outofwhich5.7croreavailedem-
ployment,”itnoted.Accordingto
the Survey, a total of 5.6 crore
householdsavailedemployment
and225.8croreperson-daysem-
ploymenthasbeengeneratedun-
der the Scheme till January 6,
2023.

The Survey also said that the
significant growth in rural India
was the “major shock absorber”
during the Covid-19 pandemic
whenboth businesses and con-
sumerdemandwereimpacted.
“Whenmajorityof thework-

forcereverse-migratedtoruralar-
eas in searchof livelihoods, agri-
culture (3.4 per cent growth in
FY20-21) aswell as theworld’s
largest employment scheme
MGNREGAsupportedthedomes-
ticeconomy,”itsaid.
“Thedigitalinfrastructurecre-

atedover theyears in rural areas
ensured transparent and timely
paymentstothebeneficiariesdi-
rectlyintotheiraccount,thuslim-
itingtheirexposure to thevirus,”
itadded.
The Survey also highlighted

thattheNREGShasbeen“rapidly”
creatingmoreassetsinrespectof
“Worksonindividual’sland”than
inanyother category. “Theshare
of this category rose to about 60
per cent in FY22, indicating that
MGNREGA, besides generating
dailywageemployment,hasalso
beencreatingassetsforindividual
households to diversify their
sources of income and lift their
supplementaryincomes,” itsaid.
The Survey also highlighted

that “cash transfers” under the
central schemes like PM-KISAN
were “abig relief” for all the “ad-
versely affectedmasses” in the
countryduringCovid-19.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELHI, JANUARY31

INDIA’S DIGITAL public infra-
structure (DPI), which includes
platforms like Aadhaar, the
Unified Payments Interface
(UPI), and the account aggrega-
tornetwork,canaddaround60-
100 basis points (bps) to the
country’spotentialGDPgrowth
rate, chief economic advisor V
Anantha Nageswaran said
Tuesday.
“Thereislotsof justifiedopti-

mismaboutIndia’sdigitalpublic
infrastructure. The digital infra-
structure can help the hitherto
excludedsectionsget a fair shot
at accessing national and inter-
nationalmarkets,” Nageswaran
said while presenting the
Economic Survey for 2022-23
tabled inParliament.
AccordingtotheSurvey,pay-

ments made through UPI ac-
countedforoverhalfofalldigital
transactions in India in FY22
(2021-22).
“In FY22, UPI accounted for

52 per cent of the total 8,840
crore financial digital transac-
tionswithatotalvalueofRs126
lakhcrore,” theSurveysaid.
Between FY19-22 (calendar

year),UPItransactionsgrew121
percentinvalueand115percent
in volume, the Survey noted. In
December2022,UPItouchedits
highest-ever mark with 782
crore transactions worth Rs 13
lakhcrore.
The Economic Survey also

said that UPI had processed
2,922 crore contactless mer-
chants’ transactionswitha total
valueofover Rs21.7lakhcrorein
the first nine months of FY23
(2022-23).Morethan380banks
had become a part of UPI as of
December 2022, from 35 in
December2017.
Highlighting the increasing

number of digital transactions
being done in the country, the
Surveysaidthatthecountryhad

a fintechadoptionrateof 87per
cent among the public, com-
paredtotheglobalaverageof64
per cent,making India the third
biggestmarketforsuchtransac-
tionsafter theUSandChina.
“In 2009, only 17 per cent of

adults in India had bank ac-
counts, 15 per cent used digital
payments, 1 in 25 had a unique
ID document, and about 37 per
cent hadmobile phones. Today,
thesenumbershave seename-
teoric rise — tele density has
reachedupto93percent,overa
billion people have a digital ID
document, more than 80 per
centhavebankaccounts, andas
of2022,over600croreofdigital
payment transactions are com-
pleted permonth,” the Survey
said.
Under the digital identity

system Aadhaar, which was
launched in 2009, about 135.2
crore Aadhaar numbers were
generatedasofNovember2022,
whichsaw8,621croreauthenti-
cationsbedoneviaAadhaarand
1,350 crore eKYC transactions.
75.3crore residentshave linked
their Aadhaarwith ration cards
to avail ration while 27.9 crore
residents have linked their
Aadhaarwith cooking gas con-
nections to receive LPG subsi-
dies, theSurveysaid.Full report
onwww.indianexpress.com

GROWTH INUPI
TRANSACTIONS

■BetweenFY19-22
(calendaryear),UPI
transactionsgrew121
percent invalueand
115percent involume,
theSurveynoted. In
December2022,UPI
toucheditshighest-
evermarkwith782
croretransactions
worthRs13 lakhcrore

Digital infra can
add 60-100 bps to
GDP growth:
CEA Nageswaran

BRIEFLY
GSTcollection
New Delhi: The GST collec-
tion in January surged to
over Rs 1.55 lakh crore, the
second highest-ever mop-
up,thefinanceministrysaid
onTuesday.Therevenues in
thecurrentfinancialyearup
to January 2023 are 24 per
centhigherthantheGSTrev-
enues during the same pe-
riod lastyear.PTI

CII,export
New Delhi: CII President
Sanjiv Bajaj suggested set-
tingupofanexportcommis-
sion to widen India's over-
seas tradeportfoliohelp the
country tackle external
headwinds.PTI

PRIVATE INVESTMENTGATHERSMOMENTUM

■H1Fy23
■ H1Fy22
in` lakhCr

Source:EconomicSurvey
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Capex-led growth to bring back animal spirits,
helpmanage debt levels: Economic Survey

PRIVATE INVESTMENT
REMAINSUPBEAT

CAPITAL INVESTMENTS
DOUBLED IN PAST5YEARS

GOVTCAPEX TOCROWD INPVT INVESTMENT

Source:EconomicSurvey All Figures in`LakhCrore

CapitalExpenditure
(Apr-Nov)

■ As the government pushed
capex over the last two years
putting thrust on
infrastructure, it has, on
expected lines led to
crowding in of the private
sector and there has been an
uptick in the bank credit
growth too

■ TheEconomicSurvey
points that itwas part of
a strategic package
aimed at crowding-in
private investment into
an economic landscape.
TheEconomicSurvey
states that there has
been a pick-up in private
sector investment since
the January-March
quarter of 2022

■ It also said that there is
an increasing trend in
announced projects and
capex spending by the
private players
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DOMESTICCOMPANIES,suchas
Tata, have indicated an interest
in establishing semiconductor
fabrication plants in the coun-
try,asper theEconomicSurvey
for 2022-23, tabled in
Parliament onTuesday.
TheSurveyaddedthat India

is on the “right trajectory” to
reach $300 billion worth of
electronicsmanufacturing and
$120 billion in exports by FY26
duetoanimprovementinman-
ufacturing and export over the
last five years.

According to the Survey,
electronic goods were among
the top five commodity groups
that exhibited positive export
growth inNovember2022.The
exports inthissegmentgrewby
55.1per cent year-on-year.
In the mobile phone seg-

ment, Indiahasbecomethesec-
ond-largestmobilephoneman-
ufacturer globally, with the
production of handsets going
upfrom6croreunits inFY’15to
31 croreunits in FY’22, it said.
These numbers are ex-

pected to improve asmore do-
mesticandglobalplayerssetup
andexpandtheirbases in India,
the Survey added.

Domestic cos looking to
build semiconductor fabs

ASPERTHEFinance
Ministry, agriculturesec-
torhasbeengrowingat
anaverageannual
growthrateof 4.6per
centduring the last six
years. It grewby3.0per
cent in2021-22com-
pared to3.3percent in
2020-21

Indian
agriculture
sectorE●EX
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OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
P.W.D. (B&R) AMBIKPUR CIRCLE AMBIKAPUR

Invitation Date :- 25.01.2023
E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

01. For tender detail please visit http://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
02. Bid Due Date - 14.02.2023
03. Concern Division - S.No. 1 to 4 Jashpur, S.No. 5 to 8 Pathalgaon, S.No. 9 to
12 Manendragarh, S.No. 13 to 16 Surajpur, S.No. 17 to 19 Ambikapur & S.No.
20 to 23 Ramanujganj

S.
No.

N.I.T.No./Online
System Number

Name of work P.A.C. in
lacks

1 2 3 4
1 199

1st Call C Class
and Above

BT Renewal work on Balachhapar Ara Sakardega Road
Length 2.70 Km. and Aagdih Neemgaon Paiku Road
Length 5.04 Km.

157.65

2 200
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal work on Jashpur Gumla Road Length 2.70
Km., District Jail to Bhagalpur Housing Board Colony
Road in Km. 1 to 3/5 and District Jail to Bhagalpur
Housing Board Colony Road in Km. 3/5 to 4/10.

175.87

3 201
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal work on Km. 1 to 3/10 on Jashpur Sanna
Road and Km. 4/2 to 5/4 on Jashpur Sanna Road.

120.18

4 202
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal Work on Kunkuri Bus Stand Road Length
0.80 Km., Kunkuri Rest House Approach Road Length
0.60 Km., Loro Kastura Road Length 1.50 Km. and NH
43 to Duldula Approach Road Length 5.00 Km.

125.28

5 203
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal work in Sanna Pandrapath Bagicha Road 1
to 6= 6.00 Km. & Bagicha Rengle Betra Road in Km. 6
to 11=5.00 Km.

150.00

6 204
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal work in Turiyalaga Bhagora Road in Km. 1
to 4/8 (100Mtr)= 4.70 Km., Mendharbahar Approach
Road in Km. 1/2 to 1/10= 1.00 Km. Main Road to Kotba
Potapara Road in Km. 1 to 3=3.00 Km., Gothaindand to
Karumahua Road in Km. 1 to 2= 2.00 Km., Mahadevdand
Road in Km. 1 to 2/2= 1.10 Km. Under Sub Division No.
1 & 2 Pathalgaon.

174.17

7 205
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal work in Kansabel Saraipani Road in Km.
15/4 to 17/10= 2.80 & Saraipani Bagicha Road in Km.
23,24=2.00 Km. under Sub Division No. 2 Pathalgaon &
Bagicha.

115.37

8 206
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal work in Ghughri Marol Dhodaramba Road
in Km. 7 to 12 & 13 to 15= 9.00Km. Nakbar Approach
Road Km. 1 to 5 = 5.00 Km. Under Sub Division No. 02
Pathalgaon & Bagicha

172.94

9 207
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal of SH 12 Patna Bhaiyathan Road in Km.
1,2,3,4,5,6= 6.00 Km.

146.95

10 208
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal of SH 03 Ramgarh to Kotadol Road in Km.
7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15/2-4, 15/8 10, 16,17= 10.80 Km.

143.65

11 209
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal of SH 08 Manendragarh Jhagrakhand Road
SH 08 in 1.60 km. Kasabahra Bhauta Road SH 08 in Km.
1,3,5 = 3.00 Km. Kasabahra Bhauta road SH 08 in Km.
6,7= 2.00 Km.

186.55

12 210
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal of SH 15 Kendai Chotiya Khadgawan
Baikunthpur MP Border in Km. 94,95,96,100,101,102 =
6.00 Km.

146.95

13 211
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal work of Pondi Sumerpur Kudeli Road in
Km, 1 to 5 (Part I) and Km. 06 to 10/4 (Part II) under Sub
Division Premnagar District Surajpur (C.G.)

142.33

14 212
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal work of Surajpur Mahuapara Devipur
Approach Road in Km. 1 to 3 and Badsara Kusmusi Road
in Km. 1 to 5 and Surajpur Collage Approach Road.
Length 1.20 Km. under Sub Division Surajpur District
Surajpur (C.G.)

160.83

15 213
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal work of Gangoti Bhanvarahi Kusmusi
Kewra Road in Km. 1 to 7 (Part I) and Km. 10 to 12 and
15 to 17 (Part II) and Shivprasad Nagar To Badsara
Dharsedhi Road in Km, 0 to 1/8 and Badsara Chouk to
Peedha Bashi Road in Km. 0 to 1//6 under Sub Division
Surajpur distt Surajpur.

174.49

16 214
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal of Bhuneshwarpur Narayanpur Sagarpur
Road in Km. 05 to 10/6 and Bhaiyathan to Dharsedi Road
in Km. 01 to 07 and Masga to Paraswar Road in Km. 01
to 2 under Sub Division Surajpur Distt. Surajpur (C.G.)

180.84

17 215
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal work of Udaipur Matringa Road (Between
Sayar to Kedma) Length 3.00 Km., Gudri Chouk to
Maharana Pratap Chouk Length 1.50 Km., Udaipur Rest
House approach Road Length 0.30 Km., Collectorate
Campus Surguja Length 1.00 Km., District Court Campus
Length 0.50 Km., Lakhanpur Bus Stand to Shivpur (Juna
Lakhanpur Road) Length 2.20 Km., Songara Rest House
Approach Road Length 0.30 Km.

151.81

18 216
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal of Mendra Hariharpur Shivpur Karji Barkela
Podi Batouli Road in Km. 12 and 13 Total Length 2.00
Km., Belkota Bargidih Road in Km. 1 to 5 Total = 5.00
Km., Kot Approach Road in Km. 1 and 2 Total Length =
2.00 Km.

135.23

19 217
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal work of Darima Mainpat Road in Km.
1,2,10/8 (100m), 18 and 19 Total Length 4.70 Km. and
Darima Badedamali Lakhanpur Road in Km. 2 & 3 Total
2.00 Km.

198.29

20 218
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal work of Govindnagar to Bonga Badwar
Road in Km. 1 to 6 = 6.00 Km. and Badwar to
Dhumadand Road in Km. 1 to 6/2 = 5.20 Km. under Sub
Division Wadrafnagar Division Ramanujganj

145.18

21 219
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal work of Durgapur Cheeta Road in Km. 1 to
6 =6.00 Km. and Durgapur to Cheeta Road in Km. 07 to
12/4 = 5.30 Km under Sub Division Kusmi Division
Ramanujganj

158.62

22 220
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal work of Shardapur Virendranagar Rod in
Km. 1 to 6 = 6.00 Km., Shardapur Virendranagar Rod in
Km. 7 to 12/6 = 5.60 Km.. and Govindpur to Bonga
Badwar Road in Km. 7 to 9/2 = 2.20 Km. under Sub
Division Wadrafnagar Division Ramanujganj

191.86

23 221
1st Call C Class

and Above

BT Renewal work of Syahi Sanawal Road in Km. 10 to
12 = 3.00 Km..Syahi Sanawal Road in Km. 19 to 21 =
3.00 Km. and Syahi Sanawal Road in Km. 22 = 1.00 Km.
under Sub Division Ramanujganj Division Ramanujganj

188.40

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer

P.W.D. Ambikapur Circle Ambikapur

PR 288827 Drinking Water
and Sanitation(22-23).D

dk;Zikyd vfHk;ark
is;ty ,oa LoPNrk ize.My pkl

· fdlh Hkh izdkj dk cnyko ;k lwpuk rFkk foLr`r tkudkjh http://jharkhand
tender.gov.in ij ns[kk tk ldrk gSA

· fufonk esa izkDdfyr jkf'k ?kV c<+ ldrh gS] rRi'pkr vxz/ku dh jk'kh ekU; gksxkA

>kj[k.M ljdkj>kj[k.M ljdkj
i;s ty ,oa LoPNrk foHkkxi;s ty ,oa LoPNrk foHkkx

i;s ty ,oa LoPNrk iez aMy pkli;s ty ,oa LoPNrk iez aMy pkl
bZ&izksD;ksjesaV vYidkfyu fufonk lwpuk

¼izFke vkea=.k½
Tender Reference No. – Chas/16 / 2022-23

Date 30.01.2023

1

Name of Work –
Detailed survey, designing and drawing, Construction of
ESR No. 1- 2.80 Lakh Litre capacity with 19 M staging,
Supplying and laying Raw, Clear Water rising main and
Distribution Network, House Connection, Intake well,

Gangway, Infiltration Gallery, Supplying and Installation of
Vertical Turbine & Centrifugal pump motor Renovation of
WTP, ESR, Staff Quarter, Compound wall and Five years
operation & maintenance with allied works etc. all complete
job for Reorganization of Jaridih BazarMulti villages

Rural Water Supply Scheme, Under D. W. & S. Division
Chas on turnkey basis.”

2 izkôfyr jkf'k ¼yk[k : esa½ 796-67
3 vxz/ku dh jkf'k ¼yk[k : esa½ 7-97
4 ifjek.k foi= dh ewY; ¼: esa½ 10000-00
5 dk;Z iw.kZ djus dh vof/k 18 ekg $ 3 ekg ¼Vªk;y ju dh vof/ka½

6
csclkbV ij fufonk izdk”ku dh

frfFk ,oa le;
fnukad 15-02-2023 dks 05-00 cts

vijkg~u

7 izh&chM cSBd dk LFkku ,oa frfFk
fnukad 22-02-2023 dks 12%30 cts

vijkg~u (O/o Engineer-in-Chief,
DWSD, Nepal House, Ranchi)

8 chM izkfIr ds fy, vafre
frfFk@le;

fnukad 01-03-2023 dks 04%00 vijkg~u
rd

9 fufonk dk gkMZ dkWih tek djus
dh frfFk@le;@ LFkku

fnukad 02-03-2023 dks 02%00 vijkg~u
rd dk;Zikyd vfHk;ark] is;ty ,oa
LoPNrk ize.My pkl@is;ty ,oa
LoPNrk vapy] /kuckn@{ks=h; eq[;
vfHk;ark] is;ty ,oa LoPNrk foHkkx]

nqedk iz{ks= nqedkA
10 fufonk [kksyus dh frfFk ,oa le; fnukad 03-03-2023 dks 04%00 vijkg~u

11 fufonk izdkf'kr djus okys
dk;kZy; dk uke ,oa irk

is;ty ,oa LoPNrk ize.My] pkl] vkbZ
Vh vkbZ eksM+] pkl] cksdkjksA

12
fufonk vkeaf=r djus okys
dk;kZy; dk VsfyQksu ua0 06542&265810] 7677744088

13 bZ&izksD;ksjesaV lsy dk gsYi ykbZu
la[;k 0651&2480345

PR 288832 Schedule Tribe, Schedule Caste, Minority and
Backward Class Welfare Department(22-23).D

Sd/-
Director

Dr. RamDayalMunda TribalWelfare Research Institute (TRI), Ranchi invites Expression of Interest (EOI)
from interested Universities (all Colleges)/Department of Universities/Government Organization /Recoganised
Research Institutes for undertaking aResearchProject ofTRI,Ranchi during the financial year 2022-23.
Topic: Role and Relevance of Tribal Advisory Council (TAC) in Tribal Development in Changing Political

andAdministrative Scenario
Interested agencies are hereby requested to submit Expression of Interest (EOI) duly forwarded by registrar

of Universities {applicable Universities (all Colleges)/Department of Universities only} along with technical bid
giving relevant details of the organization necessary for evaluating the competencies on or before 22.02.2023The
price should be all inclusive (inclusive of all requisite statutory taxes, if applicable) and not open ended.

The intending agenciesmay submit their bid in sealed envelope on or before the due date.Technical proposal
should be sealed in a separate envelope clearlymarked inBOLD“ATECHNICALPROPOSALFOR:Role and
Relevance of Tribal Advisory Council (TAC) in Tribal Development in Changing Political and
Administrative Scenario”(Please specify name of the concerned work)” written on the top of the envelope.
These envelopes are to be addressed to theDirector, Dr. RamDayalMundaTribalWelfare Research Institute
(TRI), Morhabadi, Ranchi-834008. TRI will not be responsible for delay in transits or damages or loss of
proposal document sent by post.
Expression of Interestwill be openedon22.02.2023 in the office of theDirector,TRI,Ranchi.
Only those agencieswhich fulfill technical criteriawill be considered for presentation of project.

Terms of Reference (ToR) and other details can be obtained from the office of the TRI on any working day
during office hour to meet concerned Nodal person and the same can also be downloaded from the website
www.trijharkhand.in under tender/notice section.

TRI,Ranchi reserves all rights to accept or reject all or any of theEOI's at any stagewithout assigning
any reasons.TRI, Ranchi also reserves the right to engage/empanel one or more agencies depending on
requirements.

GGoovvernmenernmentt ooff JJhhaarrkkhhaanndd
Schedule TSchedule Tribe, Schedule Castribe, Schedule Caste, Minorities and OBC We, Minorities and OBC Weellffaarree DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt

DrDr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal W. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Welfarelfare Re Researesearch Insch Insttiittuuttee,, RRaanncchhii
RRaanncchhii--883344000088

Ref no.320 Ranchi,Dated: 31.01.2023
Expression of Interest

INVITATION OF APPLICATION FOR ALLOTMENT
OF SI REGIMENTAL SHOP: CAMERO SUBROTO PARK
1. Air Officer Commanding, Air Force Central Accounts Office, Subroto

Park, New Delhi-10 invites applications from War Widows/ Widows of
Defence personnel killed while on duty, Disabled soldiers/EX
Servicemen and spouses/Widows of Ex servicemen etc and other
general public for allotment of SI Regimental Shop at Subroto Park
Complex, New Delhi. Details of shops are appended below:

(a) Milk Shop at Peter Complex
(b) Tarmac Restaurant at Sangam Complex

2. The applicable terms and conditions are mentioned in application
form.

3. The application form is available from 01 Feb 23 at Service
Institute, AFCAO, Subroto Park, New Delhi-10 between 0800 hrs to
1400 hrs on every day except Saturday, Sunday and holidays (Tele
No. 9205709144). The application form for tendering may be col-
lected on payment of Rs. 500/- per application. The last date of
deposit / receipt of completed application is 15 Feb 23 by 1400 hrs
along with EMD (Earnest Money Deposit) of Rs. 5,000/- (Rupees
Five Thousand only). The EMD should be in the form of Demand
Draft drawn in favour of OIC SI Fund, Payable at New Delhi. Shop
will be allotted on auction basis.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in15282/HRY

NAME OF BOARD/
CORP./AUTH

PT.B.D.

SHARMA UHS,

ROHTAK

NAME OF WORK
NOTICE TENDER

E-TENDER FOR SUPPLY
OF CONSUMABLE

ITEMS/MACHINERY &
EQUIPMENT AND OTHER

ITEMS.

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIME)

31.01.2023

02.03.2023

AMOUNT/EMD
(APPROX.) IN

RUPEES

WEBSITE OF THE
BOARD CORP./AUTH

www.uhsr.ac.in

NODAL OFFICER/CON-
TACT DETAILS/EMAIL

9416472573

purchase.pgims@

uhsr.ac.in

SR.
NO.

1.
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CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

NOTICE (CORRIGENDUM)
ASSISTANT COMMANDANT (CIVIL ENGINEER) IN CRPF

EXAMINATION, 2021
1. Refer Notice, for recruitment of 25 Assistant Commandant (Civil Engineer) in CRPF,

published in Employment News for the period 26 June 2 July, 2021 and hosted on CRPF
website “www.crpf.gov.in”.

2. PST/PET for recruitment of Assistant Commandant (Engineer-Civil) Exam-2021 conducted
w.e.f. 08/11/2021 to 25/11/2021 at various recruitment centres. Paper- I of Stage-II of
recruitment i.e. Computer Based Test and Paper-II Conventional /Subjective Type Paper will
be conducted tentatively between 22/02/2023 to 28/02/2023. Examination venue, date and
time will be available on candidate's Admit Card being uploaded on CRPF website
“www.crpf.gov.in”.

3. The Admit Cards for CBT will be uploaded on CRPF website “www.crpf.gov.in”. Candidate
are advised to download the Admit Card from CRPF website tentatively from 15/02/2023
onwards. Candidates Roll No. and DOB will be unique ID for downloading of Admit Card. A
link through SMS/e-mail will also be sent on registered mobile No. & e-mail ID as mentioned
in application form by candidates.

4. Candidates will carry 02 coloured copies of admit card with their original Identity Card for
Examination Centre.

5. Recruitment process i.e. Stage-III (Documentation/DME), Stage-IV (Review Medical
Examination) and Stage-V (Interview) are amended as under as per latest guidelines issued by
MHA :-

For Read

Stage-III
(Documentation/
DME) &

Stage-IV (Review
Medical Examination)

Stage-III:- Documentation, DME & RME will be conducted concurrently.
As per latest guidelines issued by MHA, candidates declared unfit during
Detailed Medical Examination (DME) will be allowed to undergo Review
Medical Examination (RME) provided that, they give their written consent
by appending their signature on the intimation indicating the reasons for
being unfit, as per Annexure-A-I same day. RME of candidates will be
conducted in continuation of DME preferably on the next day of DME.
Remaining terms & conditions of RME are unchanged.

Stage-V Interview Stage-IV- Interview

Sd/-
(Sudhakar Upadhyay)

davp -19140/11/0015/2223 IG(Estt) Dte

Varthana Finance Private Limited
Registered Office at : No. 5BC-110, Varasiddhi, 3rd Floor, Outer Ring Road, Service Road, 3rd Block, HRBR Layout, Kalyan Nagar,
Bangalore-560043. Website www.varthana.com, Email: Phone: 080-68455777, Branch Office : Office No 402,care@varthana.com
4th floor, Prateek Center, Near AU Small Bank, Sanjay Place, Agra 282002.

(Formerly known as M/s. Thirumeni Finance Private Ltd.,)

Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Asset under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets & Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002, read with Rule 8(6) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Notice is hereby given to the public in
general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Mortgagor(s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged / charged to the
Secured Creditor, is in possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of M/s. Varthana Finance Private Ltd, Agra,
(Formerly known as Thirumeni Finance Private Ltd), will be sold on 09-03-2023 (Thursday) between 1.00 p.m. to 2.00 p.m “As is
Where is”, “As iswhat is”, and “Whatever there is” basis, for recovery of below mentioned loan account. The details of the Borrower(s)/
Mortgagor(s) SecuredAssets/ Dues/ Reserve Price/Auction date & time, EMD & Bid increase amount are mentioned below :
Name of The Borrowers/Mortgagors : 1). M/s. BCLG Educational Institute, Rep. by Authorized Signatory, 2). M/s. BCLG
Educational Institute, Rep. by Authorized Signatory, 3). Mr. Manoj Kumar Gautam, S/o. Jagdish Parsad, 4). Mrs. InduGautam,W/o
Praveen Kumar.
LoanA/c.No's. S18AGR-AGR-001231andU20AGR-AGR-015772.
Details of Total OutstandingAmount in Rupees : Rs. 35,46,414/- (Rupees Thirty Five Lakh Forty Six Thousand FourHundredAnd
Fourteen Only) as on 23-01-2023, together with further agreed contractual rate of interest plus legal costs/ charges, till realization of the
entire amount.
Details of Immovable Property:All that piece and parcel of the property bearing Khasra No.317 Area 1.7730 hectare (17730 Sq Meater)
Share of 3/5 Part area- 1.063 Hectare (10630 Sq Meater) Total LandArea- 1.063 hectare (10630 Sq Meater) Situated at Mauja- Pattishakti
Tehsil- Sadabd Distt Mahamayanagar (Hathras) and bounded as under. East By : Chakroad after Gata No.390, West By: Gata No
314,315,316, North By : Gata No.318, South By: Chakroad.
Reserve Price of above Property is Rs. 1,66,70,420/- (Rupees One Crore Sixty Six Lakh Seventy Thousand Four Hundred And
TwentyOnly) and theEarnestMoneyDepositwill be (EMD is 10%of theReservePrice)Rs.16,67,042/-.
KnownEncumbrances if any : Nil.
Intending bidders should submit their EMD amount and Bid amount along with KYC documents (PAN Card andAadhaar/Voters ID/Driving
Licence) and Rs. 1,000/- being Non-refundable Tender fee by way of Demand Draft/ Pay Order drawn on a Scheduled Bank, favoring
“M/s. VarthanaFinancePrivate Limited”, payable atAgrabefore 5.00p.m. onor before 08-03-2023 (Wednesday).
The Auction will be held at : Office No 402, 4th floor, Prateek Center, Near AU Small Bank, Sanjay Place, Agra 282002.,
Maharashtra- 440012., on 09-03-2023 (Thursday) between1.00p.m. to 2.00p.m.
For detailed termsandconditionsof theSale, please refer to the linkprovided inCompany'swebsite i.e. :www.varthana.com
The prospective bidders may contact the Authorised Officer, Mr. Son Vir Singh – Phone No. 9012210800, Mr. Mittin Kakkar –
PhoneNo. 8685050505 andMr.RamanArora –PhoneNo. 7827926395 for further details/information.

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR AUCTION FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

Date : 01-02-2023, Place : Bangalore Authorised Officer, Varthana Finance Private Limited

Chief Public Relations Officer,
Chittaranjan Locomotive Works,

Chittaranjan (West Bengal), PIN- 713331

EMPANELMENT OF
ADVERTISING AGENCIES

Notice No. PR/Advt/2A(3)/2023-25 Dated 30-01-2023
Chief Public Relations Officer/CLW invites offers
through Application Form from INS Accredited and
reputed Advertising Agencies.
Name of the Work: Empanelment of Advertising
Agencies by Chittaranjan Locomotive Works,
Chittaranjan (West Bengal).
EarnestMoney Deposit:Rupees1,00,000/- (Refundable).
Period of Empanelment: 2 (two) years (Year-2023-25).
Cost ofApplicationForm:Rupees5900/- (Rupees5000/-
plus 18%GST=Rupees 5900/-)NonRefundable.
Application Form Document along with terms &
conditions can be downloaded from CLW’s official
website: https://clw.indianrailways.gov.in/ [byaccessing
the link: News & Recruitment Important Notice
Empanelment ofAdvertising Agencies byChittaranjan
LocomotiveWorks, Chittaranjan (West Bengal) for year
2023-25] from 10.00 hrs. of 31-01-2023 till 12.00 hrs.
of 21-02-2023.
Application Form along with all relevant documents in a
closed cover should reach the below address before
15.00 hrs. of 21 February, 2023.After which it will not
be accepted.
Application packets will be opened at or after 16:00
hrs. of 21 February, 2023.
For further details of Mode of payment of Cost of
ApplicationForm/document, EMD,Eligibility criteria
etc., please refer Empanelment document.

PR2-362

Chief Public Relations Officer,
ChittaranjanLocomotive Works,

Chittaranjan (West Bengal), PIN- 713331

68UeÔ ÀfÔ¹fböY (´fifSXd¸·fIY ) ´fid°f¹fûd¦f°ff ´fSXeÃff
¶fZ¦fbÀfSXf¹f dþ»ff IZY 01 ´fSXeÃff IZY³QiûÔ IZY ´fdSXU°fÊ³f ÀfÔ¶fÔ²fe AfUV¹fIY Àfc¨f³ff

C´f¹fbÊö ´fSeÃff SdUUfS, dQ³ffÔI 12.02.2023 I û EI »f ¶f`NI (12.00 ¶fþZ ¸f²¹ff‰ ÀfZ 2.00 ¶fþZ A´fSf‰ °fI ) ¸fZÔ d¶fWfS Sfª¹f IZ 38 dþ»fûÔ ¸fZÔ AUdÀ±f°f
´fSeÃff IZ ³QiûÔ ¸fZÔ Af¹fûdþ°f Wû¦feÜ
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Begusarai 268793 ÀfZ 269392 (314) Vikas Vidyalaya, Shikshak
Nagar, Dumri, Begusarai

(314A) R.S.A.S. High School,
Ballia, Begusarai

269393 ÀfZ 269788 (314B) R.K.G.D.R. (+2) High
School, Bari Ballia, Begusarai

PRESS NIT No. 05 (2022-23)
S.

No.
Name of Work

Amount Put
to Tender

(Rs.)

EMD
(Rs.)

Non- Refundable
Tender

processing fee
(Rs)

Date of Release
of Tender/
Tender Id.

Last
date/time
of receipt
of tender

Item-1 Making house service sewer connections
with construction of sewer chambers with
existing manholes in Kureni GOC falling under
Narela AC-01

8,40,56,160/- 16,81,120/- 1500/-
28.01.2023/

2023 DJB 235677_1
20.02.2023

upto 3.00 P.M

Item-2 Construction of chamber for house sewer
connections for Singhu GOC falling under Narela
WWTP Catchment area in Delhi.

2,13,79,484/- 4,27,600/- 1500/-
28.01.2023/

2023 DJB 235677_2
20.02.2023

upto 3.00 P.M

Item-3 Construction of chamber for house sewer
connections for Shahbad GOC falling under
Rohini/Rithala WWTP Catchment area in Delhi.

23,82,22,781/- 47,64,460/- 1500/-
28.01.2023/

2023 DJB_235677_3
20.02.2023

upto 3.00 P.M

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 467 (2022-23) Sd/-

EE(C)DR-III“STOP CORONA: WEAR FACE MASK , FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

DELHI JAL BOARD
(Govt. of N.C.T. of Delhi)

OFFICE OF THE ADDL. CHIEF ENGINEER (C)-5
THROUGH EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C) DR-III

Kanhaiya Nagar, Delhi-110035
Phone: 011-27394876, Email: eecdr3@gmail.com

NIT No: 73 / EE (T) M-XI/ 2022-23

NIT along with all the terms & conditions is available on Web Site https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

S.
No.

Name of work
Amount put to
tender (In Rs.)

Date of release of tender in
e-procurement solution

Last date / time of receipt of tender
through e-procurement solution

1

Improvement of sewerage system by desilting of main
peripherial sewer line of Pocket-1, 2 & 7, 8 and 700mm
dia sewer line from Mother Dairy at Pocket-11 to Jasola
SPS in Jasola Vihar with super sucker machine in Okhla
Constituency AC-54 under AEE(M)-54.

31,99,895/-
2023_DJB_235592_1

27.01.2023
09.02.2023

upto 2:00 PM

STOP CORONA
“Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

DELHI JAL BOARD
OFFICE OF THE ADDL. CHIEF ENGINEER (M)-XI

ROOM NO. 110, OLD SHIV MANDIR MARG, JAL SADAN, LAJPAT NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110024
Email: eetdjbm11@gmail.com Ph- 011-29810956

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 464 (2022-23)

Sd/- (Naresh Kumar Kardam)
Executive Engineer (T) M-XI
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
15379/HRY

SR.
No.

1

NAME OF
BOARD/

CORP./AUTH

MUNICIPAL

COUNCIL

HODAL

NAME OF WORK
NOTICE TENDER

DOOR TO DOOR COL-

LECTION, SEGREGA-

TION, TRANSPORTATION

AS WELL AS

PROCESSING OF

WASTE. MC HODAL

AMOUNT/
EMD (APPROX.)

IN RUPEES

3 LACS

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

TIME

19.01.2023
08.02.2023

WEBSITE OF
THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

https://etenders.
hry.nic.in

NODAL
OFFICER/CONTACT

DETAILS/EMAIL

9728025011
mahendersinghxen@

gmail.com

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
15377/HRY

SR.
No.

1

NAME OF
BOARD/

CORP./AUTH

UHBVN

NAME OF WORK
NOTICE TENDER

LUMP SUM
CONTRACT FOR
SWEEPING AND

CLEANING OF SUB
STATIONS/OFFICES

(ROHTAK)

AMOUNT/
EMD (APPROX.)

IN RUPEES

20000/-

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

TIME

CLOSING DATE
07.02.2023

WEBSITE OF
THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

www.uhbvn.org.in
NIT No-03/2022-23

NODAL OFFI-
CER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

9354726568
xenopsu2rohtak@

uhbvn.org.in
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DAY 1 ROUND-UP

Bengalrestrict
Jharkhandto173
Kolkata: Pacer Akash Deep led
Bengal'simpressiveshowwithafour-
wickethaulasJharkhandfailedtolast
threefullsessionsandfoldedforapal-
try173 in theirRanji Trophyquarter-
final at Eden Gardens here on
Tuesday. The Bengal pace trio of
Akash Deep, Mukesh Kumar (3/61)
andIshanPorel (1/26)claimedseven
wickets between them to revel in
bowling-friendlyconditionsafterthe
home team skipper Manoj Tiwary
won a good toss. More than half of
Jharkhand's scorewasmadeby their
No3batterKumarSuraj,wholooked
composed and elegant en route to a
gritty 89 not out. The lefthander
struck some elegant cover drives,
scoredonbothsidesofthewicketsus-
ing hiswrists beautifully but only to
bestranded11runsshyofathirdfirst-
classhundred.Surajbatteddeepinto
hiscreasetonegatethepacethreatby
theBengalpacers andcarriedhisbat
throughbutwicketskeptonfallingat
theotherend.
Brief scores: Jharkhand 173; 66.2
overs(KumarSuraj89notout;Akash
Deep 4/62, Mukesh Kumar 3/61) vs
Bengal.

PacerVenkatesh
shinesforKarnataka
Bengaluru: Medium-pacer M
Venkatesh sizzledwith a five-wicket
haul asKarnatakaproduceda sensa-
tional bowling effort to bundle out
Uttarakhand for a paltry 116 on the
opening day of their Ranji Trophy
quarterfinal here on Tuesday.
Karnataka were 123 for no loss at
stumps. The 22-year-old Venkatesh
justified captainMayank Agarwal's
decisiontofieldafterwinningthetoss
asherockedthetop-order, removing
AvneeshSudha (17) andDikshanshu
Negi (9) early after Vidhwath
Kaverappa(2/17)drewthefirstblood,
dismissingopenerJiwanjotSingh(1).
Vijaykumar Vyshak (1/25) then had
SwapnilSingh(0)caughtbySamarth
R,whileKaverappacleanedupAditya
Tare (14), as Uttarakhand lost half
their side foronly64 in27.4overs.
KunalChandela(31)triedtoholdone
endbutwicketscontinuedtotumble,
with Venkatesh returning to strike
twice in the47thover.
Brief scores: Uttarakhand116 allout
(Kunal Chandela 31; M Venkatesh
5/36) vs Karnataka 123 for no loss in
26 overs (R Samarth 54 not out,
MayankAgarwal65notout).—PTI

CROSSWORD4966

ACROSS
1Astateof independence
uniquetoRome(7,4)
9Threewisemennot in
line (7)
10Partof ashipordock(5)
11Songthatgavea false
impression(4)
12Hegivesusone final
tune(8)
14Chuckstartswriting for
openings (6)
16Fightingdogs?(6)
18Acounterfeitpiastre
won’tbeheardwhen
dropped(8)
19Blondeandbeautiful
(4)
22Questiononehowto
cookasteak?(5)
23Countrymaniscaught in
arainstorm(7)

DOWN
2Disputeright toenter
complaint (5)
3Theyarecharged forhalf
portions (4)
4HeattackedtheRomans
but turnedtail at first (6)
5Theyoncemadeabolt
for it (8)
6 It’supto timein
cultivation(7)
7Pocket-moneymakes
very littledifference(5,6)
8Ring formatches? (6,5)
13 It’snot fair foronetouse
this (8)
15Fixaquiet spot (7)
17Thehorses in the
racket (6)
20Arightoutsider (5)
21Foundeveryone
playing(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Personalplans
mattermost,
sodon't let
authority, society

orotherexternalpressures
distortyour judgment.Give
ahighpriority todomestic
plansandbeawareof a
tendencytostickyourhead
inthesandatwork.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
It's ausefulday
to travel,make
contactsand
extenddiscussions

whichmayhavegotoff toa
falteringstart.Good
communication isof the
essence,andanyoneattending
interviewsorother important
meetingshasaperfect right
tobeconfident.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
For thenext
monthorsoyoumay
betremendously
openandupfront,

but, in reality,keepingall
yourmost importantand
intense feelingsdeeply
hidden.However, consider
this: if youwant to
communicatewith loved
onesyoumighthavetobea
littlemoredirect.

CANCER(June22- July23)
It's timeto take
controland insist
thatotherpeople
see thingsyour

way.Thisdoesn'tmeanthat
youshould ignore their
interests,but it'sabout time
youhada fairandunbiased
hearing.Perhapsyou
shouldspenda little longer
preparingyourcase.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Daydreamto
yourheart's
content, anddon't
letotherpeople

makeyoufeel strange for
wantingtospendtimeby
yourself.Atwork, it'svery
muchwhoyouknow
rather thanwhatyouknow
thatcarriesyouthrough.
There'snothingwrong in
exploitingpersonalcontacts,
is there?

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Yoursocial stars
becomestronger,
whichmeansthat
evenatwork it

ispersonalconnections
whichcountmost.However,
youmayput thedetails to
onesideand lookat the long-
term,makingeveryeffort to
broadenyourhorizons.Besides,
there'sasurprise justaround
thecorner.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
It's timetobemore
forthrightabout
yourambitions,
including

professionalaspirations.
Also,bear inmindthat
youcanno longershrugoff
partners' irritation, for there
appear tobedeeper issuesat
stake thanyouoncethought.
Not that it'sabadthing,
mindyou.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Youmaycheck
out the legal
situation,putting
the emphasison

yourownrights,butnot
forgettingyourresponsibilities.
Don't letotherpeoplemake
therunningwhenitcomesto
settingstandards, for their
viewofwhatshouldand
shouldn'tbedone is less
rigorous thanyours.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
This isan
adventurous
moment,andyou
shouldknownow

thatyoucan'tbeheldbackby
social tabooswhichhave lost
theirmeaning.Your
competitive instinctsmustbe
released if youare tocomeout
ontop.However, it'snotso
muchamatterof finishing first
asdoingthebest job.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Partnershipaffairs
arecentral toyour
life today, soyou
reallyshould

attempt toreachacompromise.
Partnersandcolleaguesmaybe
muddled,or theymaybe
unable toexpress themselves
clearly,but thatdoesn't
diminishtherelevanceof
theirmessage.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
There's somuch
planetaryactivity in
the lowerreachesof
yourchart that

maximumchangemustbe
expectedathome. It couldbe
aboutanother twelveweeks
beforeyou'reclearaboutwhat
yourpartmustbe.Peoplecould
becomingandgoing,butwhat
youreallyneed issecurity.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Youshould
rummagearoundin
therecessesof your
character, searching

out thosequalitieswhich
arebusinesslike,organisedand
efficient.Thenyou'llbeable to
divertextravagantstars into the
causeof boostingyour income.
Andtherecanbenomore
worthwhileexercise.
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;
6s=Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Nobirdsoarstoohigh, ifhesoarswith_______-WilliamBlake(3,3,5)

SOLUTION:IONIC,SENSE,THINGS,WINDOW
Answer:Nobirdsoarstoohigh,ifhesoarswithhisownwings-WilliamBlake

CNIIO NIGHTS

EENSS DINOWW

SolutionsCrossword4965:Across:1Auburn,4Estonian,9Pedant,10Doggerel,12
Ruth,13Froth,14Dado,17Gravediggers,20Lostforwords,23Toad,24Amend,25
Scar,28Renegade,29Remote,30Honestly,31Prosit.Down:1Amperage,2
Bedstead,3Rung,5Sportsground,6Orgy,7Inroad,8Nelson,11Artist’smodel,15Get
on,16Grown,18Precious,19Esurient,21Starch,22Cannon,26Eggs,27Hear.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

VENKATAKRISHNAB
JANUARY31

EVERSINCERickyBhuiwalkedintotheAndhra
teamasa17-year-old,hehashadtodealwith
expectations.Comingfromastatewhereonly
threeplayershavedonnedthenationalcolours
so far, Bhuiwas touted as an Indiamaterial
fromtheoutset.AcenturyonhisListAdebut
intheVijayHazareTrophyaddedtohisgrow-
ingstatusinAndhra.Andalmost10yearssince
hisdebut,Bhuiisatastageofhiscareerwhere
he is stillwaiting for that onebreak-through
season.
Afterblowinghotandcoldoverthelastfew

seasons,the26-yearoldBhuiseemstobeget-
tingthere.OnTuesday,hisunbeaten115runs
poweredAndhra to a strongposition against
MadhyaPradeshintheRanjiTrophyquarter-
finalsattheHolkarStadiuminIndore.Askedto
batfirst,hewalkedinwithAndhraonat58/2
andthreeoverslaterasHanumaVihariretired
hurteffectivelyleavingthemthreedown,the
onuswasonBhui todeliver.And in thecom-
panyofKaranShinde,BhuithwartedMadhya
Pradesh’s hopes of shuttingAndhra to a low
totalastheyendedDay1at262/2.
“Therehavebeena lot of ups anddowns

right frommyUnder-19 years. I’ve not got
enoughopportunities even in the IPL, and I
havemanagedtohaverunsbehindmeindo-
mesticcricketacross formats.Buteverybats-
manwillhavethatonebreak-throughseason
where he hits a purple patch. I feel it is just
aroundthecorner,especiallywiththewaymy
gameisheadinginthe lastcoupleof seasons.
Youneedaseasonwhereyouhavetoflourish
and for that I need to keep improving,” Bhui
toldTheIndianExpress.
Withmanyofhiscontemporaries(hewas

partofthe2014U19WorldCupsidewhichhad
Shreyas Iyer, KuldeepYadav, Sanju Samson,
AveshKhan,DeepakHooda) in thenational
teamandSarfarazKhanknocking thedoors,
Bhuiknowshehasplentyofworktodo.
InaseasonwhereAndhrahavemanagedto

qualify for the knockouts from the toughest
group, Bhui’s contributions have been vital.
Comingintothetournament,Bhuihadagood
outingintheVijayHazareTrophyaswelland
has carried that form into the Ranji Trophy,
scoring576runssofarincludingtwocenturies.
“Itwasaveryimportantknocknotjustfor

me,but for the teamaswell, becausewe lost
Vihari to injury andoneof us had toput the
handupanddeliver. Itwas crucial that I and
Karangotapartnershipandgladwewereable
todothat,”Bhuisaid.
Withtheteamneedingexperienceandbal-

ance,Bhuihasalsobeenforcedtotakeupthe
wicketkeepingglovesinthelastthreematches.
He is in fact the thirdwicketkeeper Andhra
havehadthisseasonwithKSBharatbusywith

internationalcommitments.Beingoneof the
mainbattersandkeepingwicketsisn’taneasy
job,butfornowBhuiisenjoyingit.
“I’d already kept wickets in the Duleep

Trophy, so Iwasquitepreparedfor therole.
Since that happened very early in the sea-
son, Ihadmademymindthatatsomestage
I’vetokeepwicketsandIgottobereadyand
whenBharat left, itwasanopportunity for
me tohelp the team,” Bhui said.
Although Vihari is around this season,

formostpartofhiscareerBhuihasalsohad
to tweak his game to suit the team’s de-
mands.While hemade aname for himself
by being an aggressive batsman, Bhui has

developed a different facet to his game –
which is to bat long and construct an in-
nings–keepingtheteam’s interest inmind.
“You need to do that and you got to be

asversatileaspossible. Ithashelpedmeim-
provemyshotselection,nowIknowwhich
ball to attack and which ball to defend. I
startedaggressively, butplaying fora team
like Andhra where they are depending on
me in themiddle-order, I can’t be aggres-
siveandthrowawaymywicket. I’ve totake
that pressure and it has heldme back, but
like I said ithashelpedmeevolveasabats-
man and the team is also benefiting from
it.”
With a sizeable total on board, Andhra

would like to build on it on Day 2, and put
Madhya Pradesh under pressure. "It is not
an easy teampitch to bat and given the at-
tack they havewe have donewell. But our
job is only half done, we have to look for a
bigtotalandhopefullywewillbeabletodo
that tomorrow (Wednesday)," said Bhui.
Meanwhile,with regards toVihariwho

cameinatNo3andretiredhurt, it isunder-
stood that the injury is not serious and if
everythinggoeswell, hewould resumehis
innings onDay2.
Brief scores: Andhra 262 for 2 in 88

overs (RickyBhui115batting,KaranShinde
83batting) vsMadhyaPradesh.

DEVENDRAPANDEY
JANUARY31

WHILE PLAYING cricket all these years,
Saurashtra’sNo9ParthBhutalwayswished
foradayinhislifewhenhecouldreplicatean
innings likeMSDhoniorViratKohli’s.
He dreamt of an outing on the pitch

wherehebatswithfellowtailendersandres-
cueshisteam.Tuesdaywillbeadaylongre-
membered.
All those years of visualisation finally

turned to reality, as Bhut found a situation
againstPunjabwhererescuingwasrequired.
Therewasnotargetincolouredclothing,but
aRanji Trophyquarterfinal at stakewithhis
teamstrugglingtopostadecentfirstinnings
total. Saurashtra were 147 for 8with their
top-order lineupbackinthedressingroom.
Punjab's bowlers must have felt an early
wrap-upwasimminent,butBhuthadother
plans.
His rivals didn’t know that all this time,

the 25-year-old Junagad left-arm spinner
andbatsmanhadbeenpreparingforjustthis
kindofscenario.“Taketheinningsdeep,”he
kept tellinghimselfwhile facingeachball.
“AlltheseyearsIhaveseenMSDhoniand

triedtofollowhistechniqueinhowhetakes
the game so deep (when chasing). I have
closely followedVirat Kohli's batting on TV
onhowheassesses thesituationandscores
big in those tensemoments. Sowhen Iwas
batting, I was just remembering those
points,”Bhut saidafterhisunbeaten111.
While hewas batting, he kept talking to

number ten, Chetan Sakariya. They didn't

want to play rash shots and get out, instead
theywantedtoplaycalculatedcricket.They
added 61 runs for the ninthwicket. “I told
Chetan that wewill bat positively andwill
not get bothered about the scoreboard.We
batted over by over, and followed Dhoni's
strategy which has been simple. Take the
game deep, once we reach that stage, the
bowlersmust get tired and the fielderswill
be abit relaxed. Thenwewill pickbowlers,
whomwecangoafter,”Bhutadds.

Poor start at home
Athishomeground,Saurashtrahadwon

thetossandelectedtobatfirst intheirquar-
ter-finalgameinRajkot'sSaurashtraCricket

AssociationStadium.OpenerSnellPatelheld
oneendupas theSaurashtra top-order saw
wickets falling at regular intervals with
Punjab's leggie Mayank Markande and
seamer Baltej Singh sharing the day's hon-
ours.
BeforeBhut struckhismaiden first class

centurywhich had four sixes and 11 fours.
Alongwith Yuvrajsinh Dodiya, he added 95
runs for the last wicket as Saurashtrawere
bundledout for303.
Beingatailender,Bhutsayshehadanidea

howtobatwithlower-orderbatsmenandit
helped his team launch a fight back from
theirprecarious start.
Bhut's father isapropertydealerback in

Junagadh,andtheperformanceholdsaspe-
cialplace.He tookcricket seriouslyonlybe-
causeheaccompaniedhis friendtothenets
in the neighbourhood, but Bhut is enjoying
the runat the top.
Beforethegame,hewasn'tsurewhether

hewouldevenmakeittotheplayingeleven.
The past two games he went back to the
bench as he had tomakeway for Ravindra
Jadeja, who played against Tamil Nadu in
Chennai. “I wasn't sure whether the team
managementwill playmeornot. Iwas told
this morning that I'm there because they
wanted to take a call only after seeing the
pitch. At the end, it feels great towalk back
unbeatenandeveryonecheeringforthecon-
tribution, hope I do performwith the ball
too,”headded.
Briefscores:Saurashtra303allout(Snell

Patel 70, P Bhut 111 not out; Mayank
Markande4/84,BaltejSingh3/60)vsPunjab
3 forno loss.

‘Very important knock for me and team’
Andhrawere instrifewhenVihari retiredhurtbut
RickyBhui starredwithanunbeaten115vsMP

Withmanyofhis
contemporaries (hewaspartof
the2014U19WorldCupside
whichhadShreyas Iyer,Kuldeep
Yadav,SanjuSamson,Avesh
Khan,DeepakHooda) inthe
national team,Bhuiknowshe
hasplentyofworktodo.

RANJI TROPHY

No 9 Bhut slams unbeaten 111 for Sau

Bhutafterhittingmaidenton.

Bhui thwartedMadhyaPradesh’shopesof shuttingAndhratoa lowtotalas theyendedDay1at262/2. EXPRESS
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Small victory as former wrestler Babita added to Oversight Committee
NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY31

DAYSAFTER protestingwrestlers said they
wanted their pick added in the Oversight
Committee,appointedtoprobeallegationsof
sexual harassment against Wrestling
Federation of India president Brij Bhushan
SinghSharan, the SportsMinistry added the
nameof formergrapplerBabitaPhogat.

LastMonday sports
ministerAnuragThakur
announced the names
of fivemembers of the
Oversight Committee.
Olympicbronzemedal-
winning boxer Mary
Komisthechairperson.
Adaylatertopwrestlers
Bajrang Punia, Vinesh

Phogat, SakshiMalikandSaritaMor tweeted
that the sportsministryhadgonebackon its
wordbynotconsulting thembefore forming
thecommittee.
Now thewrestlers seem to have gotten

theirwaywith the addition of Babita to the
OversightCommittee.Babitawasamongthe
names thewrestlers had forwarded to the
sportsministry, followingameetingpost the
formationof theOversightCommittee,Sarita

toldTheIndianExpress.
Babita,aformerWorldChampionshipand

CommonwealthGamesmedallist,isBajrang’s
sister-in-lawandacousinofVinesh.
Bajrang’swifeSangeeta, alsoawrestler,

is Babita’s younger sister. Babita joined the
BJP in 2019 and lost theHaryana assembly
elections when she contested from Dadri.
She had visited the protest site at Jantar
Mantarontheseconddayandpromisedto
try and find a solution.
“Wehadsubmittednameswhenwehad

a meeting with the sports ministry and
Babita Phogat’s namewas among them. I
havenotspokenyetwiththeothermembers
of the core group of wrestlers since Babita
wasaddedtothecommittee.Wewilldiscuss
it soon,” Sarita said.
Thewrestlersdidnotattendameetingof

another committee formed by the Indian
OlympicAssociation (IOA),which comprises
two members who are also part of the
Oversight Committee — Mary Kom and
YogeshwarDutt, the2012 LondonOlympics
bronze-medalwinningwrestler.
Saritaalsodidnotruleoutanotherprotest

if ‘action was not taken by the Oversight
Committee’attheendoftheirone-monthlong
probeintotheallegationsofsexualharassment
and financial irregularities andmismanage-
mentintheWFI.

“Oncethingsgetbetterregardingthefed-
eration, then thegirlwrestlers (whowereal-
legedlysexuallyharassedbySingh)canthink
offilinganFIRagainsttheWFIchiefiftheirfam-
iliesagree,”Saritasaid.
BrijBhushan,aBJPmemberofparliament,

hassteppedasidetilltheOversightCommittee

completesitsprobe.
In a statement on Tuesday, the sports

ministry said, “Former wrestler Babita
Phogat has been added to the panel of the
Oversight Committee formed by the
Ministry of YouthAffairs and Sports to un-
dertake the day-to-day administration of

theWrestling Federation of India.
“TheOversight Committee is also doing

anenquiryintotheallegationsofsexualmis-
conduct, harassment and/intimidation, fi-
nancial irregularities and administrative
lapses of theWFI, as leveled by prominent
sportspersons.”
On January18, accusingBrijBhushanof

sexual harassment, Vinesh had said,
“Womenwrestlers have been sexually ha-
rassed at national camps by coaches and
alsotheWFIpresident.Someof thecoaches
appointedatnationalcampshavebeensex-
uallyharassingwomenwrestlers foryears.
TheWFI president is also involved in sex-
ual harassment.” The wrestlers had called
off their three-dayprotestonJanuary20af-
ter a late nightmeetingwith sportsminis-

ter Thakur who announced that the
Oversight Committeewouldbe set up. But
thewrestlerswere unhappywhen Thakur
announced thenamesof themembers.
Speaking to The Indian Express, Bajrang

had said, “Thewomenwrestlerswhohave
faced sexualharassmentarewilling to talk
totheOversightCommitteeonly if theper-
sonwe suggest is added to the committee.
This is a sensitive issueandtheyneedtobe
confident that a fair probe will be con-
ducted.”
Bajrangalso said thatduring themeeting

with thesportsminister, thenamesofmem-
bersof thecommitteewerenotagreedupon
and thewrestlerswere told to take ‘two to
threedays’ todiscussamongthemselvesand
suggesttheirnominee.
BabitaisthesixthmemberoftheOversight

Committeewhichalso includes includes for-
mer badminton player Trupti Murgunde,
Radhica Sreeman, former executivedirector
(teams) of the Sports Authority of India and
Rajesh Rajagopalan, the former-CEO of the
TargetOlympicPodiumScheme.
Talkingaboutthewrestlers'protest,Sarita

said, "It has been amental battle for all of us
butwewerereadyforthelonghaul.Ourpar-
ents aswell as partners are supportingus in
the fight and that’swhat is keepingusmoti-
vatedtoo."
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Injured Shreyas
ruled out of
first Test
DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI, JANUARY31

INDIANMIDDLE-ORDER batsman Shreyas
Iyerhasbeenruledoutof thefirstTestmatch
againstAustraliawhichisscheduledtostart
inNagpurfromFebruary9.Iyerislikelytobe
fit by the second Test onwards as the bats-
man hasn't completely recovered from his
back injury.
TheMumbaimiddleorderbatsmanhad

to opt out from the threematchODI series
againstNewZealandduetoabackinjuryand
was asked to head to National Cricket
Academy (NCA) in Bengaluru for his rehab.
It is learntthatdespitetakinginjections, Iyer
stillhaspaininhislowerbackandasaresult
theNCAhasadvisedthemiddle-orderbats-
manto takeatleast twoweeks' rest.
Iyer won't be joining the Indian team

camp at Nagpur before the first Testmatch
starting February 2, and is likely to rehab
atNCA.
"Hisinjuryhasn'thealedasexpectedand

hewilltaketwoweeksatleasttoplaycricket
again. Hewill certainly not be available for
the first Test andhis availability for the sec-
ondTestwillbesubjecttohisfitnessreport,"
a source in the Indianboard informed.
TheBCCIselectioncommitteehaspicked

a16-member IndianTest squad for theTest
matchseries againstAustralia. It isnot clear
whether the national selection committee
headed by Chetan Sharma will pick a re-
placementorwill goaheadwitha15mem-
ber squad for the firstTestathome.

In a statement a few weeks ago, BCCI
secretary Jay Shah had informed about
Iyer's injury.
"TeamIndiabatterShreyasIyerhasbeen

ruledout of theupcoming3-matchODI se-
ries against New Zealand due to a back in-
jury. He will be heading to the National
Cricket Academy (NCA) for further assess-
mentandmanagement,"BCCI secretary Jay
Shahhadsaid inastatement.
Iyer's absence might give all-rounder

Suryakumar Yadav the chance tomake his
Testdebut.

Jadeja to join camp
Meanwhile, all-rounderRavindra Jadeja

will be joining the Indian team camp to be
held in Nagpur starting February 2. The
Indian teamplayers have been asked to re-
port on themorning of February 2. Jadeja
cleared hismatch fitness after he played a
Ranji Trophy game for his home side
Saurashtra against Tamil Nadu lastweek in
Chennai. Jadejabowled41.1oversandtooka
matchwinningsevenwicketshaultoensure
Saurashtra reached the Ranji Trophy quar-
ter-finals.
The left-arm spinner's last Test appear-

ance came last year in one of the Test
matchesagainstEnglandafterwhichheun-
derwent a knee surgery which saw him
missing theT20WorldCup.

BAYERNSIGNCITYFULL-BACKCANCELO
Munich: Bayern Munich have signed full back Joao Cancelo on an initial loan
deal from Manchester City for the rest of the season with an option to buy
the Portugal international. Cancelo made 16 league starts for City this season
but has not played for the club since their derby loss to Manchester United
earlier this month, missing the last three games.REUTERS

SANDIPG
JANUARY31

THE BORDER-GAVASKAR Trophy series is
morethanaweekaway,butpitcheshaveal-
readystarteddominatingdiscussions,andin
bothcountries.
While the visiting Aussies have done

away with any practice games before the
first Test starting on February 9, believing
that pitches provided for such matches
rarely mirror what is dished out for the
main event, even the hosts have been less
thanpleasedwiththesurfacespreparedfor
international encounters of late.
TheAustralianplayersnotpartof theBig

BashLeaguehadacampinSydneyonpitches,
especiallyscuffedupinanticipationofwhat
is expected in India, Hardik Pandya termed
as“shocker”tracksprovidedforthefirsttwo
T20Is against NewZealand, prompting the
sacking of Lucknow curator. It is ironic that
the pitches were criticised for taking too
much spin, something that the Australians
arealsowaryof.
BeforePatCumminsandhissquadleftfor

India,theypractisedontailor-madepitchesat
the North Sydney Oval for a few days. The
centresquare,accordingtopicturescirculated
inAustralianmedia,lookeddarkandscuffed
up, cracks bursting fromgood-length areas
of spinners, revealing theblack sandunder-
neath.ThiswaswhereAustraliapreparedfor
thetrialbyspinthatawaitstheminthefour-
Testseries in India.
It is customary for thebuild-uptoamar-

queehomeseriesinIndiatobeginwithpitch-
horoscope, layered by speculations, pre-
sumptions and intrigue. Usually, to prepare
for the impending tribulations, the visitors
would eagerly strap up forwarm-up games
sothattheycouldgetahangoftheconditions,
test themselves in unfamiliar climes and
shoreuptheirconfidence.
ButAustraliahave learnedtheir lessons

and have concluded that warm-ups are
purposeless. “The last time we went, I’m
prettysurewegotservedupagreen-top(to
practise on) and it was sort of irrelevant,”
SteveSmithsaidat thepre-departurepress
conference. “We’re better off having our
ownnetsandgettingspinners inandbowl-
ing asmuchas they can.”
The term “green-top”was an exaggera-

tion. Rather, it was a shirt-front, onwhich
SmithandShaunMarshreeledoff centuries
and Shreyas Iyer smacked a near run-a-ball
doublehundred.After injectingafalsesense
ofconfidence,theywerethrustontotwodev-
ilishlyturningandbouncingwicketsinPune
and Bangalore. It has been a recurring pat-
ternaroundtheworld—visitorswouldoften
be offered surfaces that they are least likely
to encounter in Test matches. Often they
wouldplayon surfaceswith exactly theop-
positenature.Forinstance,thelasttimeIndia
toured England, theywere gift-wrapped a
battingbeauty,offeringnegligibleswing.
So Australia have stopped playing tour

games,theydidnotontheirtripstoPakistan
andSriLanka.HeadcoachAndrewMcDonald
elaboratedfurther:“Oftenthere’snorealcon-
nectionbetweenthatpracticegameintothe
first Testmatch.We feel as thoughwe can
controlthesurfaceshere.[We]getabitmore
control in Bangalore (where they will be
based before the Test series starts) to repli-

catewhatwe’regoingtocomeupagainst,and
thenwegointoNagpurfreshandhopefullyit
paysdividendsat thebackend.”

‘Shockers’
Had they watched the T20 series be-

tween India andNewZealand, theywould
havebeenutterly terrifiedat thewickets in
Ranchi and Lucknow. If the strips for T20Is
turned, jumpedandbounced,what awaits
them in the Tests! But theparadox cannot
be escaped from. After dishing out the
calamitousturner inLucknow, the localas-
sociation sacked the curator. Had he pre-
paredthispitchforaTest, thecaptainorthe
coachcouldhavetippedhimadecentsum.
Pandya,whois leading India intheT20Ise-
ries, calledbothdecks “shockers”.
“Tobehonest,itwasashockerofawicket.

In fact,boththegameswehaveplayedonso
far. I don’tminddifficultwickets. I amall up
for that,but these twowicketsarenotmade
forT20,”hesaidafter thematch.
Onecan’t imagineRohit Sharmamaking

statementsof thisnature inaTestmatch.Or
headcoachRahulDravid,whohasnotopenly
calledforturnersyet.Evenduringhisdaysas
India’s captain, hewas not supposedly the
one to order curators for a specific type of
wicket. But with a spot in theWorld Test
Championshipfinalatstake, Indiacouldrely
onturners toseethemthrough.
InDravid’stenure,Indiahavenotresorted

toviolentturners.Thesamplesizeissmall—
underDravid,IndiahasplayedjustfourTests
at home, two apiece against Sri Lanka and
New Zealand, winning three and drawing
one.Thoughallfourtracksdidassistspinners
at different stages, none of themwere un-

playably terrible. The Australia series thus
would be the biggest series yet under him,
and probablywould show a clearer picture
on how he perceives turners when push
comestoshove.
Theturners inT20sandTestsneedsome

contextualisation.WhereasinTests,it’sanel-
ementsubcontinent teamsusetomaximise
advantage,justasEngland andNewZealand
resorttoswing,AustraliatobounceandSouth
Africa to both swing and bounce, in T20Is,
turnersareun-permissibleasitrobsaproper
contest with bat and ball. It would be the
same if a T20 game is played in swinging or
seamingconditions.So,fundamentally,turn-
ers are a preserve of the five-day game, one
that Indiamightscowlat inT20sorODIsbut
greetwith foldedarmsinTests.
Todigintorecenthistory,wheneverabig

prizeisatstake,Indiatendtodishoutturners.
Of all hues — ones with spin and bounce,
thosewith spin and invariable bounce, low
and slow types, sharp and square-turning
ones, snake-pits and dust bowls, bunsen
burnersandakhadas.WhenEnglandtoured
last time, India needed towin the series to
maketheWTCfinal.Duly,turnerswererolled
out inAhmedabadandChennai.
So,SmithandCo.wouldnotneedasooth-

sayertoforetell thenatureof thepitchesora
spy to nick classified information from the
curator’s cave in the stadium. Theywould
hope that their experience, practice on the
scuffed-up North Sydney Oval, and the
groundstaff atAlurwheretheywouldprac-
tice for four days,would help them slay the
spin-ghosts.
TV TIMING: India vs New Zealand (3rd

T20I), 7pm,StarSportsNetwork

Surya: We had to adapt
to whatever we got
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JANUARY31

SWASHBUCKLING INDIAN batter
Suryakumar Yadav on Tuesdaywhile talk-
ing about the Lucknow pitch said that if
both teams are trying to have a good com-
petition, thewicket shouldn’tmatter a lot.
He also added that the situation with the
pitchwasnot intheircontrolandtheIndian
batters had to adapt to whatever they got
on that groundandmoveon.
“I feel itdoesn’tmatterwhatsoilyouplay

on. These are the thingswhicharen’t in your
control andwedidwhateverwe couldhave
done in the last game.Wehad to apply and
adapttowhateverwegotonthatgroundand
justmoveonwiththesituation,”Suryasaidon
inapre-matchpressconferencebeforethe3rd
T20IvsNewZealandinAhmedabad.
“But itwas an exciting game. Nomatter

whattheconditionortheformatis,beitT20or
ODI, if both teams are trying to have a good
competition,thewicketshouldn’tmatteralot.
Yougooutthere,haveachallenge,acceptitand
moveon,”headded.
TheLucknowpitchhasbeen in theeyeof

the stormafter India trudgedover the line to
chase100runswithoneball tospare, to level
the T20 series 1-1 against NewZealand on
SundaywhichledtothepitchcuratoratEkana
Stadiumgettingthesack,accordingtosources
in the Uttar Pradesh Cricket Association
(UPCA).
“We(HardikandI)hadachatlateron,and

itwaslike,whateverwegotinfuturewewillgo
with it. It’s completely fine,” SKY saidwhen
pressed to talk about Hardik’s ‘pitchwas a
shocker’comment.
WhenSuryawasaskedaboutwhatheand

captainHardikPandyawerediscussingwhile

sharing a laugh in themiddle in the last over
ofthematch,hesaid,“Actuallyatthetime,you
knowwhat the situationwas.Wewerebat-
tingtogetherforalongtimenow.Wehadsome
goodpartnershipsinthepastandatthattime
itwasveryimportantforthebothofustohave
goodcommunication,haveaniceatmosphere
overthereasweknewitwasalittle tensesit-
uation in the last over. Andwewere just try-
ingtohavealaugh,backeachother,tellingeach
other thatwhoevergets theopportunity just
tryandfinishthegame.”
Talking about the upcoming Test series

againstAustraliaandhisinclusioninthesquad
for the very first time, Surya said,” Everyone
wants toplayTest cricket andwhenever you
startplayingcricket,youhavetostartinthedo-
mestic leagueinredballcricketonly. Iamex-
cited and everyone knowshowexciting the
upcomingserieswillbe.
TheMumbaikar attributedhis exploits in

domesticcrickettohiscomposurewhilebat-
tingintensesituations.
“I’veplayeda lotofdomesticcricketbe-

fore making my international debut, that
hashelpedmealot.Youhavetoapplyyour-
self a lotandthegrindyouhavethere,play-
ingondifferentchallengingtracks, I justcar-
ried it from there. Rest I’ve learnt seeing so
many seniorplayers in the team, talking to
them. Every game, I try toputmybest foot
forward,” he said.
Theworld’sNo. 1 T20I batter has comea

long way sincemaking his debut against
EnglandatthesamevenueonMarch14,2021.
“Itoldmymanageralso‘I’mbackwhereit

allbegan’.EvenItookthestepsslowlythinking
of 2021 andhow I camehere. I’ve very good
memories, but itwill becompletelydifferent
now.I’mveryexcited.Beautifulstadium,amaz-
ingcrowd,lookingforwardtoanexcitinggame
tomorrow,”hesaid.

The same old pitch
WithBorder-Gavaskar
Testseriesroundthe
corner, thediscussions
about22yardshave
onceagainkickedoff in
bothIndiaandAustralia

IndiacoachRahulDravid (centre) inspects thepitchonTuesday, theeveof thethirdT20IagainstNewZealand inAhmedabad. NirmalHarindran

TheprotestingwrestlershadforwardedBabita'snametothesportsministry. File

The last timewewent, I’m
pretty surewegot servedupa
green-top (topractise on) and
itwas sort of irrelevant.We’re
better off havingour ownnets
andgetting spinners in and
bowling asmuchas they can.”

-STEVESMITH

Tobehonest, it (Lucknow
pitch)wasa shocker of a
wicket. In fact, both thegames
wehaveplayedon so far. I don’t
minddifficultwickets. I amall
up for that, but these two
wickets are notmade for T20.”

-HARDIKPANDYA

Shreyas Iyer is likely tobefit for the
secondTest.

Babita,a formerWorld
ChampionshipandCWG
medallist, isBajrang’s
sister-in-lawandacousinof
Vinesh.Bajrang’swifeSangeeta,
alsoawrestler, isBabita’s
youngersister.

New Delhi



THE INCEPTIONMEETING OFTHE BUSINESS 20
(B20) Engagement Group under India’s Presidency of
the G20 took place in Gandhinagar, Gujarat on 22–24
January 2023. The Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII), as the B20 India Secretariat, was the organiser of
B20 India Inception Meeting.

Mr Piyush Goyal, Minister of Commerce & Industry,
advised businesses towork together to build a permanent
agenda and focus on innovation while making new tech-
nologies affordable and available to all, in order to ensure
an equitable agenda for the future.He said India isworking
on a 25-year roadmap to become a developed nation by
2047. This growth hinges on massive investments in in-
frastructure, focus on integrity, inclusive development &
international outlook.

Mr Ashwini Vaishnaw, Minister of Electronics and In-
formation Technology, presented four approaches on
economic management, digital economy, and regulation
in new technologies that India has taken in the recent

Global business leaders pitch for inclusive
growth at the B20 India InceptionMeeting

past to maintain its relatively high growth rate in difficult
times. He also announced that India Stack, a set of open
APIs and digital public goods, is nowbeing offered to the
world in the spirit of social service.

Mr Som Parkash, Minister of State for Commerce and
Industry, highlighted the advantages that India offers,
particularly with respect to business. He urged industry
members to actively participate in the dialogues scheduled
during B20 for their suggestions to find a place in policy
recommendations.

MrAmitabhKant, India’s Sherpa toG20, echoed the vision
of PM Modi in saying that the G20 and all its engage-
ment groups must be “inclusive, ambitious, decisive, and
action-oriented”. Some of the biggest challenges in the near
futurewill be digital transformation, climate financing, the
decoupling of and demonopolizing global value chains.

Mr Anurag Jain, Secretary, Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade, pointed out that “India
believes in B20 for B200”.

“The B20 presidency is an
opportunity for India to showcase
and share best practices as well
as work towards developing
specific recommendations on
bringing equality using digital
transformation.”
MR N. CHANDRASEKARAN, CHAIR, B20 INDIA; EXECUTIVE
CHAIRMAN, TATA SONS

“India is pioneering financial
inclusion with 550 million
smartphones and 1.35 billion
unique digital IDs.”
MR SANJIV BAJAJ, PRESIDENT, CII; CHAIRMAN & MD, BAJAJ
FINSERV LTD

From L to R: Mr Chandrajit Banerjee, DG, CII; Mr N. Chandrasekaran, Chair, B20 India & Executive Chairman, Tata Sons; Mr Amitabh Kant, India’s G20 Sherpa;
Mr Ashwini Vaishnaw, Hon’ble Minister of Electronics and Information Technology, Communications and Railways; Mr Piyush Goyal, Hon’ble Minister of
Commerce & Industry, Textiles, Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution; Mr Som Parkash, Hon’ble Minister of State for Commerce & Industry; Mr Pankaj
Kumar, Chief Secretary, Gujarat; Mr Anurag Jain, Secretary, Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce & Industry;
Mr Sanjiv Bajaj, Chairman & Managing Director, Bajaj Finserv Ltd, at the Opening Session, B20 India Inception Meeting at Gandhinagar, Gujarat.

Sustainable production both
possible and profitable in India

Industry discusses integrating
ESG into supply chains to build
resilience

With 550 million smartphones
and 1.35 billion unique digital
IDs, India is pioneering finan-
cial inclusion

The plenary on Climate Action: Accelerating Towards Net
Zero Energy for Greener and Sustainable Future recognized
the potential of India to be a sustainable production hub.

At the plenary on Building Resilient Global Value Chains: Ad-
vancing Inclusion& Integration of All, thediscussions focussed
on how to create a sustainable value chain.

Panelists at the plenary, Fostering Financial Inclusion and
Empowering Societies, were appreciative of India’s efforts
to bank the unbanked.

Participants at the plenary on Rethinking & Revitalizing
Innovation to Drive Inclusive Impact noted that technology
has been playing a significant role in solving important
problems such as climate change and food security.

The plenary Redefining the Global Digital Cooperation noted
that digital strategy needs a global framework but must
be adapted to the local context.

Under the
theme of
“R.A.I.S.E–
Responsible,
Accelerated,
Innovative,
Sustainable and
Equitable Busi-
nesses”, B20
India will work
through various
task forces and
action councils
to develop
policy recom-
mendations
aligned to the
overall vision
of B20 as well
as G20 and
advocate for
inclusivity and
sustainability
as the founda-
tional pillars of
growth.

Need to rethink innovation to
drive inclusive impact, says
the B20 business community

Redefining the Global Digital
Cooperation

INDUSTRY VOICES

Gujarat’s G20 connect

Special plenary session on
B20 India Priorities

189
OVERSEAS
DELEGATES

450
INDIAN

DELEGATES

31
COUNTRIES

50
SPEAKERS

8
SESSIONS

SNAPSHOTS

THE SESSION ON B20 India priorities largely focused
on the role of the global business community and the
B20 leadership in addressing and solving the geopolitical,
economic and social challenges facing the world today. It
emphasized that corporate leaders from G20 countries
needed to come together in the current difficult global
environment, to work towards shared goals.

“Trust is the real currency of the
digital economy. We have to
build trust in the digital economy
through investments in cyberse-
curity.”
Mr Michael Froman, Vice Chairman
& President, Strategic Growth,
Mastercard and Former United
States Representative in the
Executive Office of the President

“The private sector and
businesses with inventiveness,
competitiveness and vast
financial resources is a necessary
partner to help design and
implement effective and
sustainable solutions for the
challenges that we are facing
today.”
Mr Charles R. Johnston, Chair,
Business at OECD (BIAC) and
Managing Director, Global
Government Affairs, Citi Group

“In 2023, more and more business
leaders will step up climate
action, demonstrating the
four A’s of climate leadership;
Ambition, Action, Advocacy and
Accountability.”
Ms Maria Mendiluce, Chief
Executive Officer, We Mean
Business

“Sustainability is built on the ESG
pillars–Environment, Social
and Governance – and all three
pillars need to be integrated into
supply chains to build resilience.”
Ms Linda Kromjong, President,
amfori

“India has made an enormous
stride in getting the unbanked
banked. The most important
thing is getting your banking
system to reach everybody.”
Lord Edward Lister, Senior Advisor
to Group Chairman, HSBC

DISCUSSIONS
ADVERTORIAL

GUJARAT’S G20 CONNECT saw an engagement
with key ministers from the State Government.
Gujarat is India’s manufacturing hub contributing 9%
to India’s GDP & 18% to India’s industrial output, said
Shri Balvantsinh Rajput, Minister of Industries, Micro,
Small andMedium Industries, Cottage, Khadi and Rural
Industries, CivilAviation, Labour and Employment,Gov-
ernment of Gujarat. Gujarat was one of the first states in
India to enforcewomen empowerment gender budgetwith
allocation of 35% of the state budget, said Shri Kanubhai
Desai, Minister of Finance, Energy and Petrochemicals,
Government of Gujarat. Digital health brings efficiency
& transparency. Government of Gujarat is enabling last
mile digital connectivity for all villages, theMinister added.
Other speakers at the session deliberated on the conducive
investment and industrial ecosystem of Gujarat.

“We have begun our journey
towards sustainability in India.
Sustainable production is
possible in India and it is profit-
able.”
Mr Christian Cahn von Seelen,
Member of the Board and Executive
Director, Volkswagen Group

“The need for MSME and emerging
countries to participate more
is to ensure resilience and
create a new path of develop-
ment, creating jobs, income and
improved skill to global economy.”
Ms Shinta Kamdani, Chief Executive
Officer, Sintesa Group

“In this age, digital capability is
probably more important than
financial literacy. The digital
divide remains one of the most
important challenges we face.”
Mr Graham A.N. Wright, Group
Managing Director, Microsave
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